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PUBLISHERS' PREFACE. 



There are but few persons in this country who 
haye not, at some time or other, felt the want of an 
accurate, well written, concise, yet clear and reliable 
history of their own or some other state. 

The want here indicated is now about being sup- 
plied; and, as the task of doing so is no light or 
superficial one, the publishers have given into the 
buids of the two gentlemen whose names appear in 
the title-page, the work of preparing a series of Cabi- 
net Histories, embracing a volume for each state in 
the Union. Of their ability to perform this well, we 
need not speak. They are no strangers in the literary 
world. What they undertake the public may rest 
assured will be performed thoroughly; and that no 
sectarian, sectional, or party feelings will bias their 
judgment, or lead them to violate the integrity of 
history. 

The importance of a seHes of state histories like 
those now commenced, can scarcely be estimated. 
Being condensed as carefully as accuracy and interest 
of narrative will permit, the size and price of the 
volumes will bring them within the reach of every 
funily in the country, thus making them home-read- 
ing books for old and young. Each individual will| 
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in consequence^ become familiar^ not only with the 
history of his own state, but with that of other states : 
— ^thus mutual interest will be re-awakened, and old 
bonds cemented in a firmer umon. x 

In this series of Cabinet Histories, the authors, 
while presenting a con<»8d but accurate narrative of 
the domestic policy of each state, will give greater 
prominence to the personal history df the peoj^e. 
The dangers which continually hovered around the 
early colonists ; the stirnng romance of a life passed 
fearlessly amid peril; the incidents of border WM^ 
fare; the adventures of hardy fnoneenl; the keen 
watchfulness, the subtle surprise, the ruthless attack, 
and prompt retaliation^^-ftll these having had an itn^ 
portant influence upon the formation of the Americ^tt 
character, are to be freely recorded. While the progtdd*- 
sive development of the citizens of each individual state 
£rom the rough forest-life of thd earlieir day ta the 
polished condition of the present, will exhibit a pio« 
ture of national expansion as instructing as it is inte* 
resting. 

The size and style of th6 series will be uniform 
with the present volume. The authors, who have 
been for some time collecting and arranging materials, 
will furnish the succeeding volumes as rapidly as dieir 
careful preparation will warrant. 
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PREFACE. 



Quite a number of histories of Massachu- 
setts have already been written by diflferent 
authors, but they are, for the most part, con- 
fined to various periods anterior to the Revolu- 
tion. Though invaluable as sources of informa- 
tion, these works contain much that is of no 
possible interest to the general reader ; and 
are, besides, of so bulky and expensive a charac- 
ter that they can scarcely be regarded as coming 
within the ordinary scope of popular demand. 

In writing the present book, the aim has been 
to carefully compare and adjust the accounts 
given of the origin and progress of the state 
by the most reliable authorities ; to narrate faith- 
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fully every event necessary to a proper know- 
ledge of the people and the institutions by 
which they have been governed; and, by con- 
densing prolix details of no historical import- 
ance, to present within a reasonable compass 
all the essential facts which have hitherto been 
comprised in many volumes. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Early voyages to the New World — Bartholomew Gosnold — 
Exploration of the northern coasts of America-^Attempt to 
fonnd a colony in Biizzard*8 Bay — Iti fiiihxre — Voyage of 
Pring — The harbours of Kennebunk, York, and Piscataqua 
discovered — Voyage of Weymouth — Five Indians kidnapped 
and sent to England — Formation of the Plymoulli and 
London companies — Voyages to the coast — ^The Sagadahoc 
settlement — Its abandonment — Voyage of Smith to the 
fiortfaem coast — His luccessAil traffic with tiie natives — His 
map of the country — Names it New England — ^Reaniraft- 
tion of the rival companies — Smith's second voyage — Is 
encountered by & pirate— Is pursued by a Frttfth vessel of 
war — Discontent of the crew — Smith's resolute behavioitr— ^ 
Is hemmed in by the French fleet — ^Liberation of his vessel-^ 
Treachery of his crew — Smith detained a French prisoner — ' 
Escapes in a storm — Reaches England — Punishment of the 
mutineers — ^His appeal t6 the western gentry in behalf of 
colonial setdements. 

Ik the year 1602, Battholomew Gosnold, kn 
old and experienced inarineT, sailed from Eng- 
hrud on a traditig voyage to the New World^r 
Pursuing a mo^e direct course thafl was cud* 
ternary at that period, he first made land betwe^ 
the forty-second and forty-third degrees of north 
latitude. Not finding a ^uitabte harbour, btf 
i^9ed to the s<$titbWa!^d, and, diaemb&rki&g M 
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the semi-circular tongue of land, which forms 
the south-eastern entrance to Massachusetts 
Bay, named the promontory Cape Cod. After 
a brief examination of the country, Gosnold 
continued his course to the southward, passed by 
Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard, and, enter- 
ing Buzzard's Bay, landed on the westernmost 
of a group of small islands, to which, in honour 
of his aged sovereign, he gave the name of 
Elizabeth. ^ 

Here, attracted by the luxuriant vegetation, 
and by the fragrant softness of the summer air, 
he determined to lay the foundation of a settle- 
ment. Selecting a rocky islet in the midst of a 
pond, for the protection of those whom he de- 
signed to leave behind him, he built a fort and 
storehouse upon it ; keeping, at the same time, 
a portion of the ship's company busily em- 
ployed in trading with the neighbouring Indians 
for fur, or in gathering sassafras, an article 
which, at that period, was held in great esteem 
for its medicinal virtues. When, however, the 
lading of his small bark was completed, the men 
who at first had been willing to remain, began 
to reflect more seriously upon the danger to 
which so small a company would be exposed, 
and finally concluded to return to England. 

The success which attended the voyage of 
Gosnold induced a few English merchants and 
gentlemen adventurers to fit out two ships, for 



dbyGoogk 



1608.J PR1»«J*S VOYAGf. Hr 

Ilie pnrpOfse of coHe^diig saMalrfts, aiid of trad^ 
iiig with 1^6 Ia<H6n& for peltry. The command 
of these tesseb wai^ giveb to Martiti I^ing. He 
set sail from Snglaiid on the 10th of Aprils 
1603, and crossing the Atlantic withont meetmg 
any disaster, anchored in the Bay of Penobscot. 
Sailing thence southward, in search of sassafrae, 
be discovered the harbours of E^tmebunk, York, 
amd Piscataqua ; but being atill unsuccessful in 
the object of lus voyage, he continued his course 
south, until he reached Martha's Vineyard. 
Freighting one^ of his ships with sassafras, aii4 
the other with for, he returned ta England aft^ 
a prosperous vbyage of six months. 

The cheering accounts given by Qosnold and 
faring of the country along whi^ch they had re- 
i^ctively coasted, stimulated other mercha^tt^ 
amd adventurers to fit out vessels for purposer 
of exploration a^d commerce. Notwithstand- 
istg the failure of repeated attempts to find a 
shorter passage to the East Indies, there were 
yet some ardent mincb who believed such a difr^ 
cjovery possible. Ainong those who still ent^-^ 
tained a sanguine hope of reaching India by a^ 
north-west route, were the Earls of Arundel and 
Southampton ; the former a nobleman of ai^ 
enterprising spirit, and the latter better known^ 
as the patron c^ Shakspeare. Under the ailspieei^ 
of these noblemen an expedition was organized, 
1^ eommand of wMch Was given to Oaptaxcl 
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George Weymouth, a mariner of experience, who 
had already explored the bleak coast of Labrador. 
Sailing again from England in 1605, he entered 
the Penobsc6t Bay, and discovering the noble 
river of the same name which flows into it, 
ascended its western branch as far as Belfast 
Bay. 

Returning soon after, Weymouth carried with 
him five of the natives of those regions, three 
of whom he presented to Sir Ferdinando Gorges, 
the governor of Plymouth, a gentleman less 
known as the friend of Sir Walter Raleigh, than 
as an ardent adventurer who subsequently ex- 
pended large sums of mpney in attempting to 
found settlements upon the continent. 

In 1606, three years after the accession of 
James I. to the English throne, that monarch 
granted to two rival companies twelve degrees 
of latitude on the American coast. The region 
of country embraced within this « patent ex- 
tended from Gape Fear to Halifax. The first 
of these companies consisted of noblemen and 
others, residing in and around London, and was 
thence called the London Company. The second, 
known as the Plymouth Company, was composed 
of adventurers whose abode was in the west of 
' England, but who were principally citizens of 
Bristol or Plymouth. The region patented was 
divided by the grant into three equal parts. 
The London adventurers were to occupy the 
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country lying between the thirty-fourth and 
thirty-eighth degrees of latitude; or, in other 
words, between Cape F^ar and the southern 
limit of Maryland ; while the Plymouth Com- 
pany were empowered to found settlements be- 
tween the forty-first and forty-fifth degrees of 
latitudes, — ^the space between being left open to 
the competition of both. 

The most prominent members of the Plymouth 
Company were Sir John Popham, Lord Chief 
Justice of England, and Sir Ferdinando Gorges. 
In 1606, a small vessel sent by this company 
on a voyage of exploration, being driven by stress 
of weather to the West Indies, was seized by 
the Spaniards ; but another ship, fitted out at 
the sole expense of Sir John Popham, and com- 
manded by Martin Pring, returned with such 
favourable accounts of the country that a settle- 
ment Was at once resolved upon. 

In 1609, ^0 vessels, having on board about 
one hundred colonists, and two of the Indians 
previously taken to England by Weymouth, set 
sail for America, and commenced a settlement 
on an island at the mouth of the Kennebec, or, 
as it was then called, the Sagadahoc River. 

Over this small colony, which had been or- 
ganized rather under an impression of its pros- 
pective greatness than in accordance with its 
present numbers, Oeorge Popham had been ap- 
pointed president, and Raleigh Oilbert admirtd. 
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A fort, a Btordiouse, and several rude dwellings 
were speedily erected for the accommodation of 
the settlers; and, on the 6th of December, the 
ships returned to England, leaving behind them 
forty*five of the company, ^e usual disasters 
floon followed. Dm^ing^ the winter, which was 
one of unusual severity, the president died. 
The storehouse taking. ^e was burned to the 
ground. Ohief Justice Popham and Sir John 
Gilbert, two of the principal members of the 
.Plymouth Company, dying in England about the 
«ame time, Raleigh Gilbert, the admiral, became 
heir to his brother's estate. Already disheart- 
jened by the unexpected severity of the climate, 
.^md deprived of those comforts to which they 
had been accufitomed at home, the colonists 
gladly seized upon these losses as an excuse for 
-abandoning the plantation. 

An attempt . to found a plantation at Nova 
^Scotia, in 1*609, was attended with sindlar results. 
'^The trade with the Indians iwas, however, «till 
ikept up; and fishing voyages to the coast of 
)Maine were found Bofficiently lucrative to en- 
.t»>urage their continuance. 

For some years no fartlier.effi>rts at settle- 
-ment were made. Disheartened by the accounts 
-)0f those who, to shield their. own conduct from 
'the v^rt>ach of timidity, had ir^resented tl|e 
'0O\mixj as a <(oOld, barren, ru^untainous, rodcy 
.desert,-' the Hymouth Company appeared re- 
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luctant to expend more money upon enterprises 
-which had hitherto turned out so untowardlj* 
Private individuals were still less able to afford 
the necessary outlay. Two ardent adventurers^ 
Sir Ferdinando Oorges and Captain Mason, 
had each of them expended twenty thousand 
pounds in their endeavours to found a colony, 
and both << thought it advisable to give over 
their designs, and put up with their loss." 

In 1614 the hopes of the Plymouth Company 
experienced a temporary revival. Captain John 
Smith, disgusted with the conduct of the London 
Company, in whose service in Virginia he had 
displayed such signal ability, undertook a trading 
adventure to that part of North America em* 
braced within the northern patent. While the 
sailors fished, himself, with eight others, in a 
small boat, ranged the coast from Penobscot 
Bay to Cape Cod. By trafficking with the Indians 
as he went along, he succeeded in obtaining, in 
exchange for attractive trifles of an inexpensive 
diaracter, nearly eleven thousand beaver skins, 
one hundred martin skins, and as many of the 
otter. The remainder of the freight was made 
up of fish and train-oil. Betuming to England 
in October, he disposed of his cargo at an im«- 
mense profit. Nor was this the least valuable 
result of his enterprising spirit. With that fore* 
thought and sagacity which was so characteristio 
of the man, he had employed a portion of his 

3 
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time in making a map of tke ooasl^ naming the 
conntry "New En^and." Other adventurers 
still persisting in calling it Canada, Smith pro- 
onred an interview with Prince Charles, to 
whom he presented the map he had drawn^ and 
obtained from hitn a confirmation of the title. 

Reimimated bj the success of Smith, the 
Plymouth Company sought him out on his re^ 
turn to England, and, by means of magnificent 
promises, succeeded in engaging his services. In 
the mean time, the London or Virginia Compairf 
w^e not inactive. Seizing advantage of the 
profitable traffic thus opened with the Indians at 
the north, they immediately despatched four 
fiinps to New England. The Plymoutihi Com^- 
pany had as. yet made no provision for Smithy 
though they continued to feed his hopes with 
promises of foutiding a settlement at an early 
day, over which he was to exercise the chief 
control during his life. They had also agreed 
to furnish him with four ships by the 25th of 
December 1615 ; but, after many delays, he was 
obliged to be content with two only ; a ship of twa 
buadred tons burden, and a bark of fifty. Mis» 
fortune attended him from tl^ outset. He had 
scarcely sailed more than a hundred and tw^ty 
leagues b^ojre tiie masts of his ship went by that 
board; and she became so leaky, that it was only 
by dint of keying his men constantly at the 
pimps he was enabled to relaim to Plymouth. 
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Ezdiahging his ship of two hundrecL tons for 
one of sixty, he again set sail; but, being over- 
taken by a pirate, he resolved to sink his small 
vesisel, rather than not obtain honourable terms 
at their hands. Surprised that a bark of sixty 
tons, and momiting but fomr small cannon, should 
prepare to resist a vessel of one hundred and 
forty tons, having a ciybw of ei^ty expert sea^ 
men, and armed with thirty-six pieces of artil- 
lery, the pirates called a parley, and demanded 
the name of the commander. When they learned 
it was Smith, he was suffered to pass free; many 
of the lawless crew being composed of soldiers 
who had formerly seen service under him. Not- 
withstanding this fortunate escape, his troubles 
rapidly thickened. The master, mate, pilot, and 
a portion of the crew became mutinous, and on 
being chased by two French ships, refined to 
fight until Smith threatened to blow up the ship 
rather than yield before his powder was ex- 
pended. After a running fight they got clear 
of their pursuers, but found themselves, s6on 
after, in the midst of the French fleet. Smith, 
finding all attempt at escape to be useless, went 
on board the admiral's ship to exhibit his com^- 
mission. He was detained a prisoner. His 
men were seized and dispersed among the fleet ; 
Irhile his vessel, after being rifled of its pro- 
tisions, was placed in charge of a French crew. 
From some eause, now unknomi, the Fren^ 



dbyGoogk 



28 HISTORT OF MAS6ACHUSBTTS. [1616. 

admiral finally concluded to restore the vessel 
to Smith, and to- make good all the losses which 
he had sustained. The crew and provisions 
were accordingly returned; and, after an ani- 
mated debate, whether they should continue the 
voyage or return to England, a majority of the 
company entertaining similar views with the 
captain, it was determined to proceed. 

An act of the basest treachery alone prevented 
the prosecution of the enterprise. When on the 
eve of his departure, Smith, being sent for by 
the French admiral, went to visit him in the 
boat despatched by the latter for that purpose. 
While he was absent, the French fleet being 
dispersed in chase of a strange sail, the muti* 
neers seized the opportunity of escaping with 
the bark, and returned to England. 

After a cruise of two months the admiral re- 
turned to France, bearing Smith with him. The 
fleet becoming separated in a storm, the small 
prize ship on board of which Smith had been 
detained was among the first to approach the 
port of Rochelle. Finding his captors were 
bent upon justifying the illegality of their con- - 
duct toward him, by charging him with having 
devastated the colony of New France, Smith 
daringly resolved to effect his escape. In the 
midst of a heavy storm he seized a small boat 
belonging to the ship, and, after being tossed 
ftbout in the tempest for the space of twelve 
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hours, succeeded in landing upon a small island, 
from whence he bribed some fishennen to carry 
him to Bochelle. His escape, which had threat- 
ened to terminate disastrously, was perhaps 
after all a most fortunate one. The vessel he 
had so desperately quitted ima driven ashore 
during the storm, and dashed to pieces. The 
captain and half of the crew were drowned. 
The remainder of the mariners on reaching 
Bochelle were arrested at the instance of Smith, 
who had promptly laid his complaint before the 
judge of the Adn^alty, and demanded an award 
of damages. As soon as the examination of 
the witnesses had been concluded, Smith, leav- 
ing the further prosecution of his claim in the 
hands of the English ambassador, departed for 
Plymouth, where the mutineers belonging to his 
own vessel had not only reported him dead, but, 
to shield themselves from censure, had vilified 
his character. These men he speedily caused 
to be imprisoned, making their treachery ap- 
parent by the testimony of others belonging to 
the shq>'s company, who had refosed to join in 
the conspiracy. 

Nothing daunted by his recent misfortunes. 
Smith, after publishing bis description and map 
of New England, determined to make its merits 
more fully known to the gentry and merchants 
of Cornwall and Devonshire, by travelling 
aimoBg them, and explaining to them personally 

3* 
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the numerons advantages whicli the newly ex* 
plored country possessed for those who would 
properly undertake and judiciously foster a 
•colony in that. region. He told them he should 
consider it unjust to himself, to his king, his 
country, and hisr friends, to offer any induce- 
ments to a farther prosecution of those voyages 
of adventure if he was not satisfied of their 
profitable character. He pictured, in colours 
exalted by his own enthusiasm, the delights of 
the new land, where nature and liberty afforded 
those luxuries for nothing which in England 
were only procurable at great cost. He dilated 
on the pleasure of planting vines, fruits, and. 
herbs with their own hands ; and in beautifying 
their own grounds in such a manner as might 
best accord with the taste or fancy of the 
possessor. He dwelt upon the sense of free- 
dom the colonists would experience descending 
to the ocean beach, embarking in a boat of their 
own, and pursuing the sport of angling with 
a certainty of success, and an equal surety of 
profit. "Is it not a pretty sport," exclaimed 
the brave enthusiast, "to pull up twopence, six- 
pence, and twelvepence as fast as you can haul 
and shift a line ? He is a very bad fisher who 
cannot take one, two, or three hundred cod a 
day, which dressed and dried, even if sold upon 
tiie coast at ten shillings a hundred, one-half the 
price they will bring in England, bath the colo* 
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nist and the merchant may be well contented 
with their respective gains. And what sport/' 
he added, << yields a more pleasing, content than 
angling with a hook, and crossing the sweet air, 
from isle to isle, over the silent streams of a 
calm sea?" 

These glowing representations were not with- 
out their effect. A new and distinct grant 
having been issued to the Virginia Company, 
the Plymouth Company applied for one of a 
similar character ; and, notwithstanding the op- 
position which was raised by those who desired 
to retain the freedom of the New England 
fisheries, they succeeded in obtaining, on the 
3d of November, 1620, a patent of singular com- 
prehensiveness and liberality. 

To forty persons, incorporated as « The Coun- 
cil established at Plymouth, in the county of 
Devon, for the planting, ruling, and ordering 
of New England in America," James I. grant- 
ed a territory, extending in breadth from the 
forty-fourth to the forty-eighth degree .of north 
latitude, and in length from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, excepting only such territory as was 
at that time << actually possessed by any other 
Christian prince or people." This extensive 
region, comprising upward of a million of square 
miles, was granted absolutely to the company, 
^ with exclusive rights of jurisdiction, settlemenl^ 
and traffic" 
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But it was neither from the ex^tiona of Sxnitli, 
nor the grasping disposition of the Plymouth G(m* 
pany, that H&w England was to receive its first 
band of permanent colonists. 



CHAPTER n. 



Straggles of Puritanism — 'Acoessioii of James I. — ^Petition fer 
redress of eccle»astical grievances — Puritans ordered to con- 
form — Oppressive conduct toward them — ^Their separation 
and dispersal— ^Congregation of Mr. Robinson — ^Take refuge 
in Amsterdam-T-Remove to Leyden — ^Their steadfastness and 
probity — 'A colony in America conten^plated — ^Negotiation 
with the Virginia Company — Petition to the king—The ' 
imtent accepted — A partnen^ip formed with London mer* 
chants — ^Embarkation .at Delft Haven — Junction with the 
Mayflower at Southampton — ^Accident to the Speedwell— « 
The Mayflower sails alone — Arrival in Cape Cod harbour — 
Mutual compact drawn Vi;p — Explorations by land and water 
— Sufferings of the exploring parties — A child born — Final 
expedition under Governor Carver — ^The camp surprised by 
Indians — A bloodless victory — ^Tbe cruise continued — A 
dangerous storm — Disembarkation on Clark's Island — Ex- 
amination of Plymouth harbour — ^Landing of the Pilgrims. 

PuBiTANiSM, having its origin in the Bieformap 
ti<m, but dating its ahsohite birth from the 
r^gn of Edward YI., suffered ^eatly during the 
reign <^ the bigoted Mary, and was scarcely in 
tess danger nnder the Pr4)testa»t rnle of Eliub- 
})ethy who, from the fe^ce of early assotnations^ 
bad a lingering a&ctlon for jnuny ivf Ae oere*- 
monial observances adopted by the QatboKo 
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church. Much, ho'wever, 'was hoped, by those 
of the Nonconformist faith, from the accession 
of James I. to the English throne. He was 
known to be attached to Protestantism, and while 
only king of Scotland, had declared himself 
fayoorable to the principles of Puritanism. The 
death of Elizabeth, in 1603, put his professions 
to the proof. In the course of his journey to 
London, he was met by a petition from seven 
hundred Puritans, praying <<for a redress of 
ecclesiastical grievances." Increase of dignity 
and power had, however, already effected a 
change in the Scottish monarch's opinions, yet, 
desirous rather of exhibiting his own centre^ 
versial powers, than of yielding those conces* 
sions which the sagacious Bacon advocated, he 
appointed a conference to be held at Hampton 
Court. 

At this meeting, which took place on the 16th 
of January, 1604, the Puritans found the pe- 
dantic monarch firmly fixed in his determination 
to support the hierarchy of the English church, 
as necessary to the safety of his throne. They 
were admonished to conform, or he "would harry 
them out of the land." But the Puritans, strong 
in numbers, and earnest in the faith they had 
adopted, were not disposed to succumb so rea* 
dily. Their friends in parliament boldly asserted 
the right of every man to enjoy liberty of con* 
science, and do p^tinaciously demanded a recog* 



dbyGoogk 



M HI8T0BT OF MASSACHUSBTTS. P6M. 

iiition of religions freedom, ihat the timid, pe^ 
dantic king began to entertain a vehement hatred 
toward those whose consciences ^he fousd it im- 
possible to control. 

The regular clergy, well knowing that tie 
tenure of their own power depended upon the 
suppression of these dangerous sects, fostered 
the prejudices of the king through the medium 
of his inordinate yanil^, and eren, at length, w^nt 
so far as to hardily maintain bis 8Ui»r6ma(^ over 
the parliament and the laws. 

In the mean time, it had been dotermined that, 
after a set period, all persons should conform to 
the established religion. Those who refused 
were to be dealt with. Growing in popularity 
under oppression, the Puritans, turning neither 
to the right hand nor to the left, ptursued with 
undeviating steadiness the even tenor of their 
way. The laws, enforced by zealous bigotry, 
they submitted to without a murmur, rejoicing 
that by their sufffflpin^ they could evince thdr 
faith. Though numbers of their ministers were 
harassed continually by the interference of 
lawless officials, and though many of those who 
persevered i»- 'preaching to the midtitude in 
^te of ecclesiastical denunciation, wore hunted 
from place to place, rudely insulted, maltreated, 
and imprisoned, very few were known to waver 
in the cause they had espoused; but ccmtinued^ 
tiirough good and evil report, sieadfoatly to 
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deny the authority of the prdatefl, and to main* 
tain their right <<to walk in all the ways which 
God had made known, or should make known to 
them." 

M(M9t of ibe congregations over which these 
nunkters had predded, consisted of persons in 
the middle and lower walks of life. Persecuted 
with unrelenting severity by the Court of High 
Commission, the members were at length greatly 
dispersed, some into hiding, Mui some into exile, 
while those who yet dung together ventmred 
only to meet for worship in remote or secret 
{daces. 

Among others, who were induced to seek that 
freedom of worship abroad which was denied 
them in their own land, was a portion of the 
members composmg the church of Mr. John 
Bobins<m« Flying in detached parties to Am-* 
sterdam, in Holland, during the year 1608, they 
joined^ for a brief season, the church already 
established in that city by exiles of the same 
persuasion. 

Scttoe differences arising between the earlier 
fugitiyes and the new-comers^ Bobinson removed 
with his followers to Leyden, ^ere they led 
an industrious and pious life; and by their sterling 
pardbity won the admiration of the Dutdi magis^ 
trates, who bore willing testimony that they 
sever had any suit or accusation against them» 
By the arrivid, at various times, of many mcov 
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of their persecuted brethren, the congregation 
was greatly increased ; bnt its members, notwith-" 
standing they were " diligent in their callings," 
found the means of obtaining a livelihood very 
difficult to procure. The free manners of the 
Hollanders were not suited to men of their austere 
and precise habits of life. They still clung affec- 
tionately to the language of their mother tongue ; 
and at no time during their residence of twelve 
years in the land, could they be brought to feel 
that sense of freedom and home comfort, which 
would lead them to settle down permanently in 
the country. As their children grew up to man-" 
hood, another cause for solicitude arose. Many 
of them entered into the Dutch service, and were 
gradually losing that warm feeling of nationality, 
by which, notwithstanding the persecution they 
had undergone, their fathers were yet animated. 

The various reports of adventurers concerning 
America finally induced the "Pilgrims," during 
the year 1617, to entertain the design of found- 
ing a colony, where they could bring up their 
children in dieir own faith, and, at the same 
time, advance "the gospel of the kingdom of 
Christ." ^ 

They at first thought of going to Guiana, 
which the last voyage of the unfortunate Raleigh 
had brought prominently into notice ; but upon 
consultation it was found that a majority of the 
members inclined to prefer the " most northern 
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parts of Virginia," provided they might be 
allowed to live in a distinct body by themselves, 
and to follow their own mode of worship without 
restriction or interference. Robert Cushman 
and John Carver accordingly proceeded to Eng- 
land and conferred with the London Company. 
In the petition transmitted by the Pilgrims on 
this occasion, they argued their greater ability 
to found a permanent settlement, by reason of 
their being already "weaned from the delicate 
milk of their mother country," and inured to the 
difficulties of a strange land. « That they were 
knit together in a. strict and sacred bond, by 
virtu^ of which they held themselves bound to 
take care of the good of each other, and of the 
whole. That it was not with them, as with other 
men, whom small things could discourage, or 
small discontents cause to wish themselves at 
home again." 

The Virginia Company eagerly closed with 
the proposal of the petitioners, and offered their 
envoys a patent at once ; but the latter declined 
to receive it until after they had again consulted 
their people. Encouraged by the prospect which 
now opened upon them, an application was soon 
after made to the king to confirm to the proposed 
colonists, under the great seal, liberty of religion. 
This James declined ; but promised not to molest 
them. The congregation again conferred to- 
gether, and finally concluded, that the promise 
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was as binding as the seal, since, if there existed 
a desire to wrong them, ipeans could easfly be 
taken to do so, << though they had a seal as broad 
as the house floor/' 

Besting therefore upon the doubtful staff of a 
king's word, they agreed to accept a patent at 
the hands of the Virginia Company, and in ac- 
cordance with this determination renewed their 
correspondence with that association during the 
year 1619. Some confusion, howeyer, in the 
afiairs of the company retarded the delivery of 
the patent until toward the close of the year ; 
and, at length, the grant being made in the name 
of John Wincob, a gentleman who was prevented 
by circumstances from emigrating with his 
friends, it never became of any service. 

One serious obstacle yet remained to be over«- 
come. The congregation was poor, and, without 
receiving assistance from others, could not susr 
tain the charge of their transportation across the 
Atlantic, much less could they provide the means 
of temporary support in the wilderness. In this 
dilemma they applied to Mr. Weston, and certain 
other merchants of London, with whom their 
agents succeeded in forming a partnership for 
seven years, rating the services of each emigrant 
at ten pounds. At the close of the period for 
which the copartnership was formed, the profits 
•derived from the labours of the colonists, t(^ 
gether with all the << houses and lands, gardei^ 
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and fields," acquired during that time, %ere te 
be divided among the jstockholders, in proportion 
to the shares which each one held. This ar^ 
rangement pressed most heavily upon the poor 
emigrant, since, for his seven years' service, he 
received no greater proportion of the j^perty 
which had been acquired than the London mer- 
chant who had only adventured the sum of ten 
pounds sterling. 

Nothing daunted, however, by this additional 
burden thus laid upon them, the Puritans pre- 
pared for their departure. The Mayflower and 
the Speedwell, two ships which had been chta^ 
tered io^ the voyage, not being of sufficient 
capacity to contain the whole congregation, it 
was concluded to leave Robinson behind at 
Leyden, with the feebler and more timid of his 
fiock, while the younger members went first and 
prepared the way 

This prudent arrangement having been adopted, 
so soon as the adventurers were in readiness for 
their jouruey, accompanied by a large number 
of their friends from Amsterdam and Leyden, 
Aey proceeded to Delft Haven, where the Speed- 
well, a small ship of sixty tons, lay waiting for 
them. The night previous to this memorable 
journey was spent in tears and prayers, in the 
singing of peahns, and the interchange of those 
tender eourtesies wMoh the approaching 8^>ara- 
^n rendered so gratefiiL At Delft Havens 
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before the embarkation took place, the prayers 
of the pastor were again offered up ; and when 
the (air wind of the following day invited them 
to repair on board the ship, the members who 
remained behind with their beloved pastor fell 
upon their knees, « and with eyes, and hands, 
and hearts lifted to heaven, fervently commended 
their adventuring brethren to the Lord, and his 
blessing. Thus, after mutual embraces, accom- 
panied by many tears, they bade a long, and 
many of them, a last farewell." 

Firing a parting vpUey, the little band of 
emigrants, under the guidance of Elder Brewster, 
crossed over to Southampton, and reaching that 
port with a prosperous wind on the 2d of July, 
found the Mayflower, an English ship of one 
hundred and eighty tons, had already arrived 
from London with their provisions and outfit. 
On the 6th of August, the two ships set sail for 
America; but in a few days the leaky condition 
of the Speedwell compelled them to return to 
Dartmouth and refit. Sailing again on the 21st 
of August, the reluctance of the captain of the 
Speedwell to trust himself on a strange coast, 
joined to the timidity of his crew, induced them 
to represent the vessel as too frail for the voyage. 
Again putting back, they entered the harbour 
of Plymouth, where the Speedwell was abandoned. 
So many of her passengers as could be accommo- 
dated embarked on board the Mayflower; but 
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Chishman and some twenty others they were re- 
luctantly constrained to leave behind. 

On the 6th of September, the Mayflower, hav- 
ing on board one hundred emigrftnts, a portion 
of whom were women and children, in bold de- 
fiance of the disasters which had hitherto at- 
tended the expedition, put out into the broad 
Atlantic, and commenced her lonely voyage. 
Gfhe emigrants had already selected, with great 
sagacity, the coast near the Hudson, as the most 
favourable point for founding a new settlement. 
But either from the ignorance of their pilot or 
from some other cause, they were carried much 
farther to the northward, and after a stormy 
voyage of two months, the first land they espied 
was the promontory of Cape Cod. On the 10th 
of November they came to an anchor in the fine 
harbour formed by the curvature of that famous 
cape. What little they could see of the coast, 
they discovered to be barren in the extreme. 
It was also beyond the limits of their patent ; 
but the season being too far advanced to ad- 
venture farther, they determined to seek a more 
suitable place for settlement, even though its 
harbour should be found to possess fewer ad- 
vantages. 

But as some symptoms of disafiection had 
been noticed during the voyage, it was thought 
conducive to the future harmony of the colonists 
tbat they should enter into a mutual &m^9^ 
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for the purposes of government. This being 
unanimously agreed upon, a contract was drawn 
up and signed, in which the democratic principle 
of a government based upon the will of a ma- 
jority of the people was first practically estab- 
lished. This remarkable instrument is in the 
following words : 

"In the name of God, Amen. We whose 
names are under written, the loyal subjects of 
our dread Sovereign Lord, King James, by the 
grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and 
, Ireland, king, defender of the faith, &c., having 
undertaken for the glory of God, and advance- 
ment of the Christian faith, and honour of our 
king and country, a voyage to plant the first 
colony on the northern parts of Virginia, do by 
these presents, solemnly and mutually, in the 
presence of God and one another, covenant and 
combine ourselves into a civil body politic, for 
our better ordering and preservation, and fur- 
therance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue 
hereof do enact, constitute, and frame such just 
and equal laws and ordinances, apts, constitu- 
tions, and offices, from time to time, as shall be 
thought most meet and convenient for the 
general good of the colony, unto which we pro- 
mise all due subjection and obedience." 

This paper having been signed by forty-one 
persons, as representatives of their families and 
dependants — the aggregate number on board, 



dbyGoogk 



1620.] EXPLORATIONS. 48 

the Mayflower being one hundred and one — ^by 
general consent, John Carver, "a pious and 
well approved gentleman," was chosen governor 
for one year. 

On the same day, the 11th of November, 1620, 
a company of men, well armed, were sent on 
shore to obtain wood and make discoveries. 
They found the country well covered with trees 
of various kinds; but saw no Indians, nor any 
signs of habitations. Having loaded their small 
boat with juniper, a fuel to which, from its fra» 
grance, they were partial, they returned to the 
ship. 

As the winter season was rapidly approaching, 
the company, some of whom had been on board 
the Mayflower for more than a hundred days, 
were very anxious that a place for settlement 
should be selected as speedily as possible. After 
a delay of sixteen days, the shallop, which had 
been stowed between decks, and used as a place 
to sleep in during the voyage, was repaired by 
the carpenter, and pronounced seaworthy. In 
the mean time another exploring party, under 
the command of Captain Miles Standish, set out, 
on the 15th of November, in search of a settle- 
ment. They had not penetrated the forest more 
than a mile before they discovered some five or 
six Indians, whom they pursued for several miles. 
Upon the approach of darkness the exploring 
party halted; and,, having arranged their senti* 
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nels, encamped for the nigbt. The following 
morning pursuit . of the Indian fugitives was 
renewed with an equal want of success. The 
English, though greatly impeded by the natural 
obstacles which presented themselves, and suf- 
fering severely from want of water, persevered 
in penetrating the forest, until at length they 
emerged into a beautiful valley, where, to their 
delight, they discovered several fine springs of 
fresh water, and the tracks of deer. After 
resting and refreshing themselves at this place, 
they moved southward until they reached the 
shore, where they made a fire upon the beach, 
as a signal of their safety to the anxious watchers 
on board the ship. When this thoughtful duty 
had been perfprmed, they proceeded on their 
way, until they came to some small sand-hills 
covered with mats, and which, from their con- 
taining decaying weapons of war, they rightly 
conjectured to be Indian graves. Passing re- 
verently on, they came to an open field, from 
whicb the corn had evidently been gathered not 
long before. Presently they reached a spot 
bearing indications that a house had recently 
stood there. Frail, oblong structures, arching 
at the top, and covered with mats, formed the 
usual Indian houses of this period. Here they 
found a ship's kettle, and a quantity of com, 
some shelled, and some remaining on the ear;^ 
part of this corn was openly exposed in a tound, 
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narrow-topped basket, and part was buried in the 
ground. Of the grain thus fortunately dis- 
covered they carried away about ten bushels, 
the remainder they buried. Returning to the 
valley of springs, they remained there during 
the night, and the following day rejoined their 
ship. 

The repairs of the shallop being at length 
completed, an expedition was organized on a 
somewhat larger scale. Thirty-four persons em- 
barked on board the small vessel, a portion of 
whom were to cruise along the shore, while a 
stronger exploring party moved in a parallel 
direction inland. They now began to experience 
all the severities of a most inclement season. 
The snow fell, the wind blew, and the spray 
of the sea as it dashed upon them was converted 
into ice. It was a bitter, and to some a fatal 
time. Utterly overcome by the piercing pold, 
the sufferings experienced by a part of the com- 
pany finally resulted in death. Those who 
attempted to penetrate inland fared no better. 
After wandering about and enduring great 
fatigue for two days, they returned to the 
vessel. It was while a portion of the company 
was absent on this painful and unsuccessful ex- 
ploration, that a child was born on board the 
Mayflower, the first child of English parents 
born in New England. He was named Pere- 
grine White, and lived to see a feeble, half- 
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felnislied settlement become a powerful colony^ 
He died at Marshfield in 1704, at the age of 
eighty-liiree years and three months. 

On the 6th of December a third party, among 
whom were Oaryer, Bradford, Winsldw, and 
Standish, embark^ in the shallop, and cruised 
around the bay in search of a place for settle- 
went. The neit morning the company was 
divided as before, and while one detachment 
preceded by land the other coasted. But they 
united toward evening, the shallop being moored 
to the shore, and the whole party encamping in 
the vicinity of each other on Great Meadow 
Creek. About midnight a surprise was attempt* 
ed by the savages; but it was frustrated by the 
vigilance of the sentinels. The next morning, 
shortly after prayers, a succession of yells and 
a flight of arrows were the first indications 
which the exploring party received of a return 
of the Indians, whose presence had created so un- 
expected an alarm during the night. Although 
the company was at this time divided, a part 
of them having returned to the shallop, a few 
discharges of musketry were sufficient to dis- 
perse their enemies. Naming the place where 
they had been assaulted, ^ The First Encounter," 
they offered thanks to God for their bloodless 
victory, and returning on board the t^aUop^ 
continued their cruise. A biting and pitiless 
storm arose soon after, by which their rudder 
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was rendered wholly useless, and their mast 
broken into three pieces. By dint, however, 
of incessant labour at the oars, they were enabled 
to escape the dangers by which they were threat- 
ened; and about eyening succeeded in shelter- 
ing themselves under the lee of a small island, 
subsequently known as Clark's Island, near the 
entranccr of Plymouth Harbour. Disembarking 
in the midst of the storm, they succeeded in 
making a fire. Encamping upon the shore, they 
passed the night there in safety, though not 
without experiencing great discomfort. 

The next day, being the Sabbath, they de- 
voted wholly to its sacred purposes. The follow- 
ing morning, the 11th day of December, old 
style, but the 22d by the modem calendar, they 
sounded the harbour, and finding it convenient 
f<^ shipping, a party disembarked on the main- 
land. The character of the country, partly 
woodland and partly cleared of timber, with the 
abundance of pure water, both from springs and 
streamlets, seemed to indicate a proper place 
for a settlement. Returning to acquaint their 
friends with tho welcome tidings, on the 15th 
of December the Mayflower was brought into 
the harbour, and anchored about a mile and a 
half from the shore. 

To the place thus selected for their ftttoe 
home the pilgrims gave the name of Kew 
l^ymouth, in grateful remembrance of the kiad- 
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ness they had experienced at the last English 
port from which they had taken their departure. 
By a singular coincidence, Captain John Smith 
had previously given, upon his map, the name 
of Plymouth to the same harhour. 
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Warned by the disasters which had attended 
the early settlement of Virginia, the Plymouth 
colonists immediately on landing prepared to 
defend themselves from any attack by the sa- 
vages. A military company was formed, of which 
Miles Standish, who had seen service in the Low 
Countries, was appointed captain. Some small 
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cannon were taken from the Mayflower, and 
planted advantageously on shore. 

To facilitate the division of land, the pilgrims, 
one hundred and one in number, were distributed 
into nineteen families. To each person was 
assigned a lot of ground for a house, eig}it feet 
three inches broad, by forty-nine feet six inches 
deep. Notwithstanding the difficulties presented 
by the frozen ground and the inclemency of the 
season, a busy scene soon presented itself. In 
the midst of great suflFering and many priva- 
tions, the men, one-half of whom were severely 
ill, set to work to fell trees and to build their 
houses. Owing to the stormy character of the 
weather, it was only at intervals that this could 
be accomplished; but, at length, two rows of 
houses were erected on a rising ground, with a 
storehouse in the midst. In the mean time, death 
had been busy with many. Exposure to cold 
and wet produced diseases, which were fatally 
exaggerated by the want of proper food, and 
other causes scarcely less injurious. Although 
the winter had not been one of extraordinary 
severity, before spring one-half of their number 
had died, and so feeble were those remaining 
that there was scarcely strength enough left 
among the living to bury the dead. The 5th 
of April, 1621, was rendered memorable by the 
death of John Carver, their governor, and by 
the departure of the Mayflower to England, 
5 
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aftCT having remained on the coast nearly five 
months, affording shelter to the weaker colonists, 
and protection against any attack from the In- 
dians. William Bradford was chosen to succeed 
Carver; as governor and the soft airs of the 
spring slowly restored the shattered health of 
those patient and uncomplaining spirits that yet 
remained. 

It was regarded as an especial providence by 
the early historians of New England, that, a 
short time previous to the arrival of the pilgrims, 
a malignant disease had swept away or driven 
off all the Indian tribes that had inhabited the 
seaboard. Exploring parties found wigwams 
still standing, the stubble of recent corn-fields 
still erect, and large numbers of newly-made 
graves ; but they saw no Indians, except on rare 
occasions, and those only hovering at a distance. 

At length, on the 16th of March, 1621, an 
Indian, wearing no apparel with the exception 
of a strip of leather decorated with a deep fringe 
around his waist, entered boldly into the village; 
and as the colonists sought to prevent him from 
approaching their rendezvous, saluted them withj 
" Welcome, Englishmen !" From him they learned 
that the original name of the place was Patuxet, 
and that most of the recent occupants of the 
soil had been swept away by a malignant pestfc 
lence. Hailing his presence as a fortunate oirv- 
gnmstance, he was treated to the best they had^ 
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a&d when night came on, finding him determined 
to remain, they reluctantly prepared a lodging 
for him in one of their houses ; but, to guard 
against treachery, kept up until the next morn- 
ing a vigilant waitch. This savage, whose name 
was Samoset, and who had learned a little 
English from the fishermen frequenting the 
coast of Maine, after being gratified with various 
small presents, returned to Massasoit, the chief 
of the Wampanoags, a tribe whose villages were 
the nearest of any to Plymouth. Shortly after- 
ward, Samoset fulfilled his promise of opening a 
trade in furs with the feeble English colony. 
Within a week Massasoit himself came to visit 
the pilgrims ; and, by the aid of Squanto, an 
Indian who had been kidnapped by Hunt, but 
after learning the English tongue had succeeded 
in returning to his native country, a treaty of 
peace, offensive and defensive, was agreed to, 
which for more than fifty years was faithfully 
maintained by both. 

From this auspicious commencement sprang 
up a fair trafSc with the Indians, from which, 
in after years, the English derived great ad- 
vantages. Desirous of improving the friendship 
exhibited toward the colonists by Massasoit, 
Captain Standish, accompanied by Isaac Alder- 
ton, visited the chief in his camp not long after. 
Their reception was kindly in the extreme ; but 
provisions in the Indian household were so 
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scanty, that they could only bestow upon their 
guests a few ground-nuts and a small quantity 
of tobacco. Indeed, Massasoit was not ashamed, 
at this period of scarcity, to accept alms of the 
Plymouth people, who returned him his kettle 
filled with peas. 

It was about this same time that the first 
infringement of the regulations adopted by the 
Pilgrims for their governance took place. The 
offender was one John Billington, an incorrigible 
fellow, who had smuggled himself on board the 
Mayflower when she first set sail from London. 
Being convicted of "contempt of the captain's 
command, and opprobrious speeches," he was 
sentenced to have his neck and heels tied to- 
gether; but, in consideration of his humbling 
himself before the people, he was mercifully 
forgiven. Kindness was, however, thrown away 
upon such a man, who continued to lounge about 
the settlement, a confirmed and disreputable 
vagabond. He had a son equally worthless, 
and the two together were a constant source of 
anxiety to the more staid and religious portion 
of the colonists. A duel with sword and dagger, 
fought by two servants of Mr. Hopkins, and in 
which both combatants were wounded, was the 
next offence that occurred, and was as speedily 
dealt with. The offenders, in this instance, were 
ordered to undergo the same kind of punishment 
which had previously been awarded to Billing- 
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ton. This punishment was to be continued for 
the space of twenty-four hours, during which 
they were to be denied both food and water. 
It was rigidly carried into eflFect ; but the suflfer- 
ings which the prisoners experienced were so 
acute, that they were liberated from their painful 
position after the lapse of an hour. 

With the buds and the blossoms, the upspring- 
mg grass, and the leafing of the trees, the 
hearts of the Pilgrims began to be reconciled to 
their new home in a strange land. They had 
borne, without undue murmuring, the loss of one- 
half their scanty number, and they now watched 
the convalescence of others with a hope which 
the discomforts of their condition, the wintry 
weather, and the dreary and frozen solitudes 
around them had wellnigh overclouded. Their 
high-toned piety had indeed rendered them 
capable of bearing up under a degree of afflic- 
tion beneath which men with minds less ac- 
curately balanced would have succumbed. Yet 
their gratitude was not the less fervent when 
the birds began to sing again, and the icy 
brooks to throw off their crystal fetters, and the 
earth to put (m its fresh and tender vernal rai- 
ment. Straightened as they soon became for 
food, it was a source of deep joy to watch the 
gradually increasing strength of those dear 
friends whom sickness had so long prostrated, 
^id to see fulness and colour once again return 
6* 
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to beloved lips, and the rosy hue of health to 
cheeks so lately pale and wan. 

In July an embassy to Massasoit was resolved 
upon; the conscientious colonists desiring to dis- 
cover, and reimburse, certain unknown Indians 
for the corn which had been found and appro- 
priated by the party that first landed. Upon 
this embassy Stephen Hopkins and Edward 
Winslow were despatched. Guided by Squanto, 
the Indian who had been .kidnapped by Hunt, 
and who was to act as interpreter, they set out 
overland for the village of Pokanoket, or Narra- 
ganset Bay, where Massasoit then was. They 
bore with them, as presents to the chief, their 
ally, a laced coat of red cotton, and a copper 
chain. These were most graciously received by 
the sagamore, who, when arrayed in his new and 
strange apparel, was regarded by his people 
with increased wonder and reverence. It was a 
harmless device to win the afiections of their 
first friend, and it doubtless aided in doing so, 
since Massasoit remained true to his early com- 
pact to the day of his death. 

Other chiefs, however, were more jealous of 
the new-comers. Corbitant, a sachem acknow- 
ledging allegiance to Massasoit, was by no means 
disposed to be on good terms with his new allies. 
On one occasion he seized Squanto, the interpre- 
ter, and held him a close prisoner, saying, <<If 
Squanto was dead, the English would lose their. 
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tongue." The death of Squanto being reported 
to the Plymouth people by Hobbamock, another 
friendly Indian, Captain Standish, with about a 
dozen men, proceeded hastily and in secret to 
Corbitant's village, which they surprised abDut 
midnight, while all the inhabitants were asleep. 
In the midst of the alarm which followed, some 
of the women clung to Hobbamock, crying out 
"Friend! Friend!*' while the timid boys, dread- 
ing the vengeance of the intruders, sought to 
evade it by exclaiming piteously, «I am a girl! 
I am a girl!" Fortunately for Corbitant, he was 
absent at the time; but Standish was gratified 
at finding the report of the murder of Squanto 
unfounded. The following morning that useful 
Indian was released. 

But though, as regarded one object which the 
colonists had in view, the expedition proved a 
failure, the display of resolution thus evinced had 
a salutary effect upon the surrounding Indians. 
On the 18th of September, nine petty chieftains 
entered Plymouth, and, entreating the friendship 
of the Pilgrims, acknowledged themselves sub- 
jects of King James. About the same time a 
boat with ten men explored Massachusetts Bay. 
After opening a tra£Bc with the few Indians that 
were discovered there, the party returned in 
safety to Plymouth. 

With restored health, and a moderately plenti- , 
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M supply of provisions, tbe first summer passed 
not uncheerfuUy away. 

Upon the approach of winter, thirty-five new 
colonists arrived in the Fortune, among whom 
were Mr. Gushman, and a portion of those emi- 
grants who had been left behind with the Speed- 
well. They were most joyfully welcomed, al- 
Ijiough, by this addition, the limited stores of 
the settlers were found to be so far short of the 
requisite provision for the winter, that the colo- 
nists were constrained to content themselves 
with one-half the usual daily allowance. Cush- 
man himself returned to England as the agent 
of the colony, taking with him a mixed cargo of 
ftirs, sassafras, and other articles, to the value 
of about twenty-four hundred dollars. 

Soon after the Fortune had left the coast, an 
event occurred which at first seemed ominous 
of approaching danger ; but it was boldly met, 
and the threatening aspect of afiiairs terminated 
peacefully. The western shore of Narraganset 
Bay was inhabited by the Narraganset Indians, 
a powerful tribe, of whose numbers and prowess 
even Massasoit stood in a.we. Canonicus, the 
chief sachem of this nation, at first appeared 
disposed to regard his English neighbours with 
firiendly feelings ; but, after wavering for some 
time, he finally sent a messenger to Plymouth 
with a bundle of arrows, wrapped in the skin of a 
rattlesnake, as a symbol of his hostility. Nothing 
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daunted, Governor Bradford filled the skin "with 
powder and ball, and sent it back to Canonicus 
with a message, expressing his regret at not 
having any ships, at his command, as he would 
in that case have sailed at once to respond to 
his challenge; but that if the Narragansets 
would return to assail the colony, his people 
were ready to. meet them. So much boldness 
and confidence alarmed the hostile sachem ; and 
when the snake skin, filled with powder and 
shot, was produced, hitf fears were so greatly 
aroused that he would neither touch the symbo- 
lical device, nor permit it to remain within the 
limits of his dominions. The messenger who 
brought it refused to touch it again ; but another 
Indian, somewhat bolder, took it up and carried 
it to the next village. Its presence creating an 
equal terror to them, it was carried in a similar 
manner to another Indian settlement, from 
whence it was as speedily despatched to a third, 
and a fourth; and in this way it was passed from 
settlement to settlement, until at length it was 
returned to Plymouth without any one having 
dared to open it during the course of its singular 
and erratic travels. 

Notwithstanding the bold and defiant manner 
with which it had been deemed politic to reply 
to Canonicus, the Plymouth people, having a 
prudent regard for their safety, commenced at 
once to fortify themselves by surrounding their 
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village with a palisade of strong timbers. A 
system of general military training was also 
adopted, and rules established for the guidance 
of the colonists in all cases of sudden alarm. 

Another voyage to Massachusetts was soon 
after resolved upon, although Hobbamock sought 
to prevent it by expressing a fear that the Mas- 
sachusetts Indians were in alliance with the 
Karragansets. He also sought to cast a susj^* 
cion upon the ^^lity of Squanto, a chargjd 
which the events occurring soon after appeared 
at first to justify. The voyage was, however, 
determined upon; but Standish, with ten men, 
and accompanied by Squanto and Hobbamock 
had scarcely departed before a member of 
Squanto's family spread an alarm that a large 
body of Indians were on their way to attack the 
settlement. To make his story more credible, 
the cunning savage had smeared his face with 
blood, which he alleged was occasioned by a 
wound received in defence of the colonists. The 
cannon was at once directed to be fired as a 
signal for the instant return of the voyagers. 
Owing to a calm that prevailed at the time, they 
were yet within hearing, and immediately ,p^ 
back to the settlement, where they found the 
colonists already armed and prepared to receive 
the enemy. But Hobbamock no sooner heard 
the source of the alarm, and that the report of 
the Indian implicated Massasoit in the hostile 



dbyGoogk 



1621.} ABRIVAL OP COLONISTS. 69 

movement, than he pronounced the whole story 
false. Uncertain what to believe, and yet in- 
clined to give credence to the assertion of Hob- 
bamock, the governor despatched the wife of the 
latter secretly to Pokanoket to ascertain the 
disposition of Massasoit and his Indians toward 
them. Utterly unsuspicious of the rumours which 
had been reported so greatly to his prejudice, 
the noble chieftain was justly indignant at the 
atithor of them, and demanded that the slanderer 
should be delivered to his messengers, who were 
authorized to put him to death. The value of 
Squanto as an interpreter, for it was to his 
shrewdness and cunning that the alarm was 
owing, saved him from any greater punishment 
than a reprimand. 

While, however, the fate of that wily Indian 
still hung suspended in the balance, the approach 
of a strange sail determined the governor to 
put off his final reply to the messengers from 
Massasoit, until he had ascertained whether the 
vessel which was then entering the harbour was 
a friend or an enemy. Piqued at this delay, the 
savage envoys departed in great anger, and 
soon afterward Squanto was restored to liberty. 

The suspicious vessel proved to be a friendly 
shallop, owned by Thomas Weston, a London 
merchant, engaged in the fisheries off the coast 
of Maine. This ship- brought seven additional 
colonists to Plymouth. As the emigrants who 
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bad arrived in November, relying wholly upon 
the provisions accumulated by the earlier settlers, 
had brought with them no stores whatever, and 
as the new-comers were equally destitute, Mr. 
Winslow, taking the boat belonging to the colony, 
returned with the shallop to Maine to purchase 
supplies from the vessels which frequented that 
coast. From these worthy and humane mariners 
he obtained, as a free gifb, all the provisions 
they could spare ; and this opportune relief, by 
judicious economy, aflForded the colonists a mode- 
rate subsistence until the crops they had culti- 
vated were ready for the garner. 

It was from these fishermen that the Ply- 
mouth people first received tidings of the fearful 
massacre perpetrated by the Indians, under 
Opechancanough, upon the settlers in Virginia. 
Well knowing that the most perfect of all secu- 
rity is based upon a wise precaution, they 
profited so far by this disaster as to erect a fort 
upon the hill which commanded the town, using 
it subsequently for the double purposes of wor- 
ship and defence. 

During the month of July, two more vessels, 
having on board sixty colonists, entered the 
harbour of Plymouth. These vessels, the Charity 
and the Swan, also belonged to Weston, who, 
having become dissatisfied with his gains from 
his Plymouth venture, had determined upon 
establishing a settlement of his own, and had 
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selected Massachusetts Bay as the most favoura- 
ble point for a new plantation. These men 
of Weston's, chiefly indented servants, were 
received courteously by the Plymouth people; 
but being a wild, reckless, improvident set, they 
fell into disfavour not only with the Pilgrims, 
but also with the Indians, in whose vicinity at 
Narraganset, now called Weymouth, they soon 
after attempted to settle themselves. Godless, 
idle, and utterly beyond control, they lived care- 
lessly for some time upon such supplies as they 
had brought with them. When these were ex- 
hausted, and famine stared them in the face, 
they sought out the neighbouring Indians, and 
either begged, or stole, or took forcible pos- 
session of such food as they could get. The 
natural result of this conduct was to bring down 
upon them the hatred of the savages, who were 
only prevented by their fears of the Plymouth 
people from inflicting a summary punishment 
upon the offenders. 

Although this plantation at Weymouth was 
established under a distinct grant to Weston, 
and as such was beyond the jurisdiction of the 
Plymouth authorities, the latter could not see 
their own countrymen reduced to such miserable 
extremities without endeavouring to do some- 
thing for their relief. A joint expedition was 
accordingly arranged, by which certain of the 
Weymouth people were to embark on board the 
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Swan, and accoinpanied by the shallop belong- 
ing to the Puritans, endeavour to open a traffic 
mth the Indians of the coast for such suppli^ 
as even the more prudent of the Pilgrims began 
at this time to require. At iSrst they found 
the savages reluctant to have any thing to do 
'with them. On r'eaching* Manamoick, the first 
liight, the savages treated them hospitably 
enough, so far aS to bring them a sufficiency of 
food for immediate use ; but they were evidently 
Jealous of the presence of their guests, and 
heartily desired their departure. Finally, how- 
ever, the interpreter, Sqnanto, succeeded in 
Allaying their fears, and in effecting a traffic, by 
which the voyagers obtained some eight hogs- 
headg of corii and beahs. 

^s was the last exploit of the ambitious and 
cuQningSquanto; while On shore at Manamoick 
hie was suddenly taken ill of a fever. Finding 
his disease b^yoUd th^ power of medicine, he 
fondly bequeathed a number of trifles as memen- 
tos to diffei^ent English friends ; and then turning 
to Governor Bradfoird, who Was one of the party, 
• he said, wtth his dying breath, ^Pray for me 
that I may go to the Englishman's God in 
heaven." 
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CHAPTER IT. 

The coasting vojage abandoned — Traffic with the Masa*- 
chusetts Indiana — Accident to the shallop— Prospects of an 
Indian eonspica<^ — Illness of Massasoit — Wiilslow's joumej 
to him — False account of Massasoit's death — ^Reception of 
Winslow — Recovery of Ma88a9oit— His gratitude— The plot 
revealed — ^Winslow returns to Plymouth — ^Actiop of the Ge- 
neral Court — Standish departs for Weymouth — Arrives in 
the harbour — ^The Swan deserted — Wretched condition of 
Weston's people — The intentions of Standish suspected by 
the Indians— Their daring conduct— Speech of Pecksuot to 
Hobbamock — Of Wi^uwamat — ^The conflict — Death of the 
chief conspirators — ^Fortunate result— -Grief of Mr. Robinson. 

OwiNd to the death of Squanto, the object of 
the voyage waa partially frustrated. Instead 
of doubling Cape Ood, and opening a commu- 
nication with the Indians to the south of that 
peninsula, they were compelled to retnrn and*en- 
deavour to renew a traffic with the Massachusetts 
Indians. In this, however, owing to the easy 
recklessnefiis of the Weymouth people in their 
mode of bartering, they were not successful; 
but at Nauset, now called Eastham, they ob* 
tained some eight or ten hogsheads of corn and 
beans. The shallop, being driven ashore in a 
storm, was found to have suffered more injury 
than could be repaired with the scanty means at 
their command; and as they had previously* 
parted company with the g^an, there was na 
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help for it but to store tbe corn, and placing 
both that and the shallop in charge of the In- 
dians, to return to Plymouth on foot, a distance 
of fifty miles. This Bradford and his companions 
safely accomplished. The Swan arriving soon 
after, an equal division was made of the corn on 
board, and then Weston's people returned in het 
to their neglected plantation. 

Abeady there were signs and portents of what 
the fate of that plantation would be, if the In- 
dians should be suffered to combine for its de- 
struction. A dread of the Plymouth people alone 
prevented a full co-operation in the conspiracy 
which was already organized ; and the chieftains 
found it necessary to attempt a more extensive 
combination, and to include both of the English 
settlements in their intended massacre. 

But their design was providentially frustrated. 
Before the plan was fully arranged, tidings came 
to Plymouth that a small Dutch trading- vessel 
had been driven ashore in Narraganset Bay, 
near to the residence of Massasoit, and that 
the old chieftain was himself lying seriously ill. 
Winslow was immediately despatched to confer 
with the Dutch, and to express to Massasoit the 
sympathy of the Puritans. Accompanied by a 
London gentleman desirous of seeing the country, 
and by Hobbamock, who had taken the place 
of Squanto as interpreter, he set out about the 
middle of March, 1623, and lodged the first 
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tught at Namasket, the present Middleboroi^h, 
and where, at the report of his piece, certain 
Indians came to him with the intelligence that 
Massasoit was dead, and that the Dutch, having 
been successful in getting their shallop afloat, 
had sailed from the bay. 

The supposed decease of Massasoit rendering 
it probable that Corbitant would succeed to the 
chieftainship, Winslow sought an interview with 
the latter, at his village of Mattapoiset. The 
distance was only three miles. As they jour- 
neyed along, Hobbamock could not conceal his 
grief for the loss of his ancient master. "0 
my chief, my dear, my loving chief!'* he ex- 
claimed; <<with many have I been acquainted, 
but none ever equalled thee. Master Win- 
slow, his like you will never see again. He waa 
not like other Indians, bloody and implacable; 
but kind, easily appeased when angry, and easily 
reconciled with ofienders. He was reasonable 
in his requirements; was not ashao^ied to ask 
advice of those in low stations. He was a wise 
ruler. He governed better with mild than 
others chiefs did with severe measures ; return- 
ing love for lov^. I fear jovi, haye not now a 
fp-ithful friend left among the Indians." In thia 
pathetic and moving strain Hobbamock con- 
tjuiued to e:q)ress his anguish until they arrived 
^t the village where Corbitant resided. 

The latter being absent, and his wif^ expressi(ng. 
6* 
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her ignorance of the death of Massasoit, Winslow, 
with some degree of reviving hope, instantly de- 
spatched a messenger to Pokanoket, to ascertain 
the truth or falsehood of the rumour. He re- 
turned the same evening, and reported that the 
chief was still living, though seemingly at the 
point of dissolution. Winslow at once started 
with his companions; and, on arriving at the 
village, pressed through the crowd with which 
the house of the chieftain was thronged, and 
interrupted the medicine-men in the midst of 
their incantations. The terrible noise, and the 
impure air of a room densely packed with In- 
dians, by no means cleanly in their persons, were 
alone sufScient to endanger the life of a sick 
man. Conscious of the necessity of perfect 
stillness, Winslow silenced the medicine-men, 
ordered the others to cease their clamorous out- 
cries, and bade those who were gathered about 
the rude couch of the dying man to desist from 
their manipulations. By this time the sight of 
the old chieftain had entirely failed him, but he 
was still sensible. When informed that his 
English friends had arrived, he inquired their 
names, and, on being told of the presence of 
Winslow, he expressed a desire to speak with 
him. Winslow immediately approached and 
took his hand. "Art thou Winslow?" inquired 
tiie ancient chieftain. "Yes,'' was the reply. 
<^0 Winslow!" said Massasoit, sorrowfully, in 
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his own tongue, «I shall never see thee more." 
But Winslow soon inspired him with hope. He 
told him that the Plymouth people, earnestly 
desiring his restoration to health, had sent some 
things which might be of service. Massasoit at 
once decided to place himself under the care of 
his English friends;. and Winslow, taking upon 
the point of a knife «a confection of many com- 
fortable conserves,'* inserted it between the teeth 
of his patient. The preparation was swallowed 
with great diflSculty; but when the mouth and 
tongue of the sick man were thoroughly cleansed, 
he partook a second time of the confection more 
easily. After this, a manifest improvement took 
place in his condition. His sight returned; and 
while a messenger hastened to Plymouth for 
medicines and some chickens for a light broth, 
Winslow sustained the rallying strength of his 
patient by a supply of corn into which straw- 
berry leaves and sassafras root had been infused. 
With returning strength came returning appe- 
tite, and by indulging to excess, the sick chief 
suflFered a relapse ; but he was again in a fair way 
of recovering by the time the messenger from 
Plymouth returned. 

This noble and well-timed action greatly en- 
hanced the regard of the Wampanoag Indians 
for their English friends, whose generous quali- 
ties Massasoit was never weary of extolling. 
Other tribes, however, were still brooding over 
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their sanguinary schemes. Of this IVCassasoit 
was well aware, an4 grateful for the kindness 
of which he had be^n the recipient, he revealed 
to Winslow the project for the destruction of the 
English settlement, and the combination which 
various tribes along the coast ha^ entered into 
for that purpose. As the blow was first designed 
to fall upon Weston's worthless plantation at 
Weymouth, and as the Massachusetts Indians 
were the chief promoters of the conspiracy, Mas- 
sasoit advised that Wituwamat and others of 
that tribe should be at once put to death by the 
English, as in that case the conspiracy would 
be immediately dissolved. Filled with these 
important revelations, Winslow returned in all 
haste to Plymouth, which he reached on the 
23d of March. The court being at that time in 
session, Governor Bradford left it to the "body 
of the company'' to decide what was best to be 
done at this crisis. It was finally concluded 
to intrust the conduct of the affair to the joint 
discretion of himself, his assistant, and the va- 
liant Captain Standish. A determination was 
piromptly formed. The men of Weston's colony 
were to be secretly informed of their danger, 
and of the expedition that would soon start 
iinder pretence of trade to their relief. This ex- 
pedition was to consist of eight men only, under 
the command of Standish, a small man, but of 
the most indonutable courage. These instructions 
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were, to proceed to Weymouth and carefully note 
the temper of the Indians, but to avoid collision 
with them until such time as Wituwamat was 
present, whom, as the chief conspirator, they 
were empowered to kill, and whose head they 
were directed to bring with them to Plymouth. 

The movements of this little war-party were 
quickened by the arrival of one Pratt from Wes- 
ton's plantation. He reported that his com- 
panions were reduced to the most abject condi- 
tion of poverty, and were in daily danger of 
being cut off by the Indians, who took from them 
all they had, and replied to every remonstrance 
by sanguinary threats. Deeply impressed with 
the danger impending over the Weymouth settle- 
ment, Standish immediately set sail. On arriv- 
ing in the harbour of Wissagusset, he immedi- 
ately repaired on board the Swan, and sought an 
interview with the colonists ; but he found the 
ship to be utterly deserted. The report of a 
musket, however, brought a few of the men to 
the shore. Reckless of their lives, some had 
scattered in search of ground-nuts and other 
edibles, while the greater number yet remained, 
in equal squalidness, poverty, and imaginary 
security, at the plantation. The representations 
of Standish were the first reliable tidings they 
had received of the danger in which they stood. 
The colonists at a distance were immediately 
sent for, and directed to take up their residence 



dbyGoogk 



70 HISTOBY 01* HAS$ACHn$BTT& [163^^ 

in the Tillage, where Standish made his abod^ 
and coolly waited until a fit opportunity oqcurred 
for carrying out his orders. The presence of a 
small band of resolute men from Plymouth did 
not long remain unknown to the Indians. Susr 
pecting their designs had been penetrated| they 
despatched a messenger to Weymouth to learn 
all he could of the plans and movements of 
Standish. He returned, and reported that the 
captain masked an angry heart beneath a friendly 
demesynour. Notwithstanding this intelligence^ 
the chief conspirators determined to have the 
matter out. Pecksuot, Wituwamat, and their 
followers, daringly continued to frequent the 
miserable village, and boldly courted the danger 
to which they well knew they were exposed* 
<<Tell Standish," said Pecksuot to Hobbamockjj 
« we know he has come to kill us ; but let him be-. 
gin, when he dare." To prove their contempt for 
Standish and his party, a number of Indians would, 
enter the rude fort, and whet their kziives before 
the English, accompanying the action with taunta 
and contemptuous gestures. As if to try the 
prudence of the fiery captain to the utmost,. 
Pecksuot sneeringly told him, that though he 
was reported a great captain, he was but a little 
man. « It is I," said he, « although no chieftain^ 
that have great strength and conrage." Nor 
was the conduct of Wituwamat less insulting. 
Boasting of his knife, on the handle of whicU 
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i womtin's face was carved, he said, "I have 
another at home, mth a man's face upon it, that 
has killed both French and English : by and by 
the two must marry." Then, in allusion to the 
perfect silence with which such a weapon could 
be used, he hinted at his sanguinary purpose by 
saying, " By and by this knife shall see, and by 
and by it shall eat— but not speak." 

Standish bore with these malignant speeches 
and bravadoes until the following day, when, 
meeting with Pecksuot, Wituwamat, and tw6 
others, in a private house, the numbers on each 
side being equal, the stout-hearted captain gave 
orders to have the door fastened, and then- sud- 
denly confronting Pecksuot, seized upon the 
Indian's knife, as it hung about his neck, and 
drove -it into his body. The other savages were 
attacked at the same moment, and for a While 
the struggle was both desperate and doubtful. 
Fierce as the conflict was, it was conducted in 
perfect silence. Fighting furiously to the last, 
th'e Indians continued to wrestle with their reso- 
lute adversaries, and to clutch at the ensanguined 
weapons, until three of them, pierced With nu- 
merous wounds, fell upon the floor. The fo^tffth^ 
iyomiger brother of Wituwamat, and as viHtootii 
as himself, was tiot slain with his companions, b4t 
bufiered death by hanging shortly after. 

All this time fiobbamock, neither aidmg 0ii6 
^arty nor the other, stood calmly by, a^^ irflent^ 
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watched the fearful progress of the conflict. 
When it had terminated in fayour of the English, 
^ he approached Standish and said, " Yesterday 
Pecksuot boasted of his strength and stature; 
but I see you are big enough to lay him on the 
ground." Sending word to the remainder of 
his command to slay all the Indians they could 
meet with, Standish left the village under a 
guard of Weston's people, and set out the next 
day, with a portion of his own company and 
one or two of the Weymouth men, to beat 
up the haunts of the outlying savages. After 
journeying for some time,* they suddenly en* 
countered a small band of warriors who had set 
out from a neighbouring village for the purpose 
of revenging upon the English the death of their 
friends. A brief skirmish ensued, which termi- 
nated in favour of Standish. The Indians fled, 
and the captain, having created the impressicm 
he desired, returned to Plymouth. 

The testimony of an Indian boy showed how 
great had been the peril which this decisive con* 
duct had averted. He stated that the conspira* 
tors were only waiting for the completion of 
some canoes, which were being constructed by 
thr^e of Weston's people for the chief with whom 
they had taken refuge. The design then was, 
by the aid of these canoes, to have captured the 
vessel in the harbour, and to have attempted 
•9k simultaneous massacre of the English, both 
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there and at Plymotith. Nor was this plan with- 
out its chances of success. Already the re- 
Tengeful successor of Powhattan in Virginia 
had almost annihilated that unfortunate colony; 
and a similar attempt, from the smaller number 
of .colonists, would have been far easier of exe- 
cution against the New England plantations. 
Happily, however, by this exercise of a timely 
severity, the conspiracy was effectually crushed, 
although it was thought advisable that the Wey- 
mouth people should abandon their ill-governed 
plantation, in order to avoid the risk of falling . 
victims to those retaliatory measures to which 
they would necessarily be exposed. Such of 
them as desired to sail for the coast of Maine, 
and thence to England, were permitted to em- 
bark on board the vessel in the harbour, Standish 
generously furnishing them from his own limited 
store with a small supply of corn. Those who 
concluded to join the Puritan settlement at 
Plymouth he took with him in his shallop. In 
obedience to instructions, the head of Witu- 
wamat was carried to the governor, who directed 
it to be stuck upon a pole, and set up in an ex- 
posed place within the fort as an admonition to 
the Indians by whom the village was frequented. 
Some of the nicer moralists among the Puri- 
tans were disposed to doubt the exact justice of 
this famous exploit by Standish; and when the 
news reached Holland, their tender-hearted pas- 
7 
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tor, Mr. Robinson, could not conceal his sorrow 
that blood should have been spilled. In writing 
to his New England friends concerning the aflFair^ 
he exclaimed, " Oh, how happy a thing it would 
have been, if you had converted some before you 
killed any." But the act, severe as it appeared, 
was without doubt a justifiaUe one, and that H 
was productive of the best effects cannot be ques- 
tioned. The suddenness of the English assault, 
though not terminating in the loss of many lives, 
inspired the Indians with such a wholesome 
. terror that those who were most guilty, fearfid 
the English would follow up their plan of ven- 
geance, withdrew into the woods and swamps, 
where they endured hunger and privations which 
shortened the lives of some of the principal con- 
spirators. 

A small boat, loaded with presents, was at 
length despatched by them to the governor as a 
peace-offering ; but it was wrecked whale on its 
voyage to Plymouth, and three of its crew were 
drowned. This disaster deeply impreased itsdf 
upon the superstitious minds of the poor savages, 
who^ in the ecstasy of their terror, remembered 
the prediction of their diief men, «nd openly 
proclaimed that the God of the English was 
angry with them, and that their destrnetion was 
at hand. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Gratitude of the colonbta— ^/aptain Robert Gorgea— -Hit char- 
ter for part of Massachusetts Bay— Appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor for New England — West commissioned as admiral 
— Weston's plantatton re-opened — 111 success of Gorges — He 
quits the country — West sails for Virginia— John Pierce — 
His charter — Purchased by the Plymouth Company — Arrival 
of tUrd supply — Day of thanksgiving ordered — Winslow 
sails for England— Betvms — ^John Lyford — Religious dis- 
putes — Wollaston's plantation — Morton of Merry Mount — 
His capture and imprisonment — Lyford and Conant at Nan- 
tucketr-aettlement at Naumkeag — Origin of the Massa- 
chusetts Conf|>any — Patent obtained — Arrival of Endicott 
and others at Naumkeag — Second supply for Massachusetts 
— Organisation of the church at Salem — Expulsion of the 
Brownes — The charter transferred to Massachusetts — Em- 
barkation of Winthrop — Sufferings of the colonists — ^Arabella 
Johnson — Isaac Johnson — His death and burial. 

Long subsequent to the settlement of Ply- 
mouth, it was remembered with feelings of pious 
gratitude, that after the loss of those dear friends 
who first fell victims to exposure, the deprivation 
of former comforts, and the unaccustomed nature 
of the climate, there was not a single death 
among the remaining colonists for more than 
three years. 

The prompt manner also with which the In- 
dian conspiracy had been suppressed tended 
greatly to insure the future safety of the feeble 
but resolute settlers. From this period, although 
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they increased but slowly in numbers, they were 
freed, for the space of fifty years, from the san- 
guinary excesses of Indian hostilities. 

Notwithstanding, however, the acknowledged 
feebleness of the Plymouth colony, its prospects 
of eventual success were suflSciently flattering to 
induce Captain Robert Gorges, son to the enter- 
prising Sir Ferdinando, to obtain, in 1623, from 
the English Council for New England, a charter 
for territory on the north-west side of Massa- 
chusetts Bay, extending ten miles along the 
coast for breadth, and, for length, running back 
thirty miles inland. In order to maintain their 
right to the fisheries, and to prevent adventurers 
from settling upon their lands without a patent, 
the council appointed Gorges Lieutenant-Gt)ver- 
nor of New England, and commissioned Mr. 
Francis West as Vice-AdmiraL In conjunction 
with a council, to be composed of West and 
the governor of the Plymouth colony. Gorges, 
clothed with full powers " to restrain interlopers 
and regulate all affairs," set sail for the wilder- 
ness which was to be the seat of his government, 
bringing over with him a number of labourers to 
commence a settlement upon the lands embraced 
within his patent. He was also accompanied by 
Mr. Morrell, a clergyman of the Church. of Eng- 
land, whom the Archbishop of Canterbury had 
sent out* to America as commissary of ecdesi- 
astical affairs. 
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The looselj-defiaed territory for which he had 
a patent not proving to his liking, Gorges took 
possession of the plantation deserted bj Weston's 
people; but his oiSicial authority being lightly 
regarded by those who had preceded him, and 
his individual projects not proving successful, 
he returned to England within the year. The 
career of Admiral West in New England was . 
equally brief. He had been instructed by the 
council to permit no fishermen or trading ad- 
venturers to pursue their avocations upon the 
coast without taking out a license ; but his orders 
being disregarded, and being too weak to enforce 
them, he finally sailed for Virginia, 

In the mean while, the grant which the Ply- 
mouth colonists had obtained from the Virginia 
(yompany proving valueless, another patent had 
been obtained in the name of John Pieroe as 
trtffitee. The latter, however, with certain 
private views of aggrandizement, sought and 
obtained a new charter from the English pro- 
prietaries, under which he would have endea- 
voured to hold the Puritan settlers as his tenants, 
and compelled them to <<sue in bis courts as 
dbief lord," if, in two attempts to reach America 
with additional colonists, he had not been pro- 
videntially driven back by storms. Other 
reverses of fortune following soon after, he wluai 
il^uoed to sell his charter to the Pilgrims and 

7* 
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their associates for tlie sum of fire hundred 
pounds. 

During the month of August, the third supply 
of emigrants, to the number of sixty, came over 
in the Ann and Little Jane, 1>ringing with them 
supplies for the colonists. 

The want of food was so general at this time 
among the people of Plymouth, that the best 
they could offer the new-comers was a dish of 
lobsters and a cup of fair spring-water. The 
arrival of these vessels was, therefore, hailed as 
a deliverance from impending famine, and a day 
of thanksgiving was specially set apart in conse- 
quence. 

When the Ann was laden with furs and clap- 
boards, Winslow returned in her to England, to 
negotiate a loan from capitalists in that country. 
He succeeded, with great difficulty, in effecting 
the object of his mission, and having freighted a 
vessel with his supplies and a few cattle, he 
again set sail for the colony, where he arrived 
in March, 1624. Among those who came with 
him at this time, was John Lyford, an Episcopa- 
lian clergyman, who, professing himself a convert 
to the Puritan doctrines, was admitted to church 
membership. Lyford, however, still advocated 
the administration of the sacrament, and from 
tHs source sprang up religious disputes which 
ended in the expulsion of Lyford from Plymouth, 
together with Oldham and Conant, his most pro- 
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minent supporters. They removed to Nantasket 
soon after, where they joined a small settlement, 
composed principally of fishermen. Many of 
the London partners being unfavourable to a 
complete separation from the Church of England, 
they greatly censured the conduct of the 
Plymouth authorities towards Lyford, the more 
especially as he had been sent out on their re- 
commendation. Another source of annoyance 
was the partnership itself. The system of com- 
mon property being found to have a depiessing 
influence upon the industry of the colonists, it 
was determined, in 1624, to grant an acre of 
land to each family in fee, and by this simple 
and judicious arrangement not only was famine 
averted for the future, but the product of com 
soon became greater than was required by the 
settlers for their own consumption. 

At this period the town of Plymouth consisted 
of but thirty-four dwelling-houses and one hun- 
dred and eighty-four inhabitants; nor was it 
until after the lapse of ten years from its settle- 
ment that the colony began to exhibit a steadily 
accelerating increase. 

In 1625 Captain Wollaston, with a company 
of thirty persons, founded a plantation on Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, not far from where Weston and 
Gorges had previously made their unsuccessful 
attempt at settlement. 

The chief command over this new plantation. 
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which was called Mount Wollaston, was speedily 
usurped by one Morton^ a reckless, roystering 
attorney, who changed the name to Merry Mount, 
set all the indented servants free, and, erecting 
a maypole, lived a jolly life until all the provi- 
sions and the stock, intended for trafSc with the. 
Indians, were exhausted. This dashing career 
was not of long continuance. Undertaking to 
sell guns and ammunition to the Indians, and to 
teach them the use of them, the neighbouring 
planters became greatly alarmed, and petitioned 
the Plymouth people to remove so dangerous an 
adventurer. Their petition was not disregarded. 
Captain Standisb was despatched with an armed 
force to their assistance. Morton was arrested 
and taken to Plymouth, where be was held in 
close confinement until a favourable opportunity 
occurred of sending him prisoner to England. 

When Lyford sought refuge among the fisher- 
men at Nantasket, or Gape Ann, he again en- 
tered upon the functions of the ministry by ap- 
pointment from the English company by whom 
the station had been established. Through the 
influence of his brother, Roger Gonant also ob^ 
tained the office of overseer or agent to the ad- 
venturers. The enterprise, proving ui^rofitable, 
was abandoned after a year's trial. Lyford sailed 
for Virginia, but Gonant, with three companiona^ 
and a flock of cattle, removed in the autumn of 
].626 to Naumkeak, now called Salem^ with the 
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design of opening a new and better place of 
refuge to such of the Puritan persuasion as 
might be disposed tj) emigrate. In this project 
Conant was supported by Mr. White, a clergy- 
man of Dorchester in England, and one of the 
chief promoters of the lately abandoned settle- 
ment at Nantasket. Animated by the desire to 
found a colony to be composed of the choicest 
members from among those of the Puritan per- 
suasion, Mr. White exerted himself with great 
zeal to effect his object. He was speedily suo- 
cessful. 

On the 19th of March, 1628, the council for 
New England granted to six gentlemen residing 
in the west of England, a tract of land on Mas- 
sachusetts Bay, three miles south of Charles 
River, and three miles north of the River 
Merrimack, and extending across the continent 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. Shortly 
after this grant had been obtained, three of the 
original patentees parted with their rights to 
John Winthrop, Sir Richard Saltonstall, and 
others to whom the enterprise had recommended 
itself. 

This wealthy and influential company were no 
sooner in possession of the grant, than John En- 
dicott, one of the original patentees, a gentle- 
man admirably qualified for the rugged duties 
he was deputed to undertake, was intrusted with 
the chief control of the affairs of the colony, and 
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aant o^er with planters and indented servants to 
eommence a setUement. The emigrants, abomtt 
ene hundred in number/ were nr^bomed bj 
Conaaait to Naumkeag. 

From this point Endicott sent three brothers, 
by the na^aae of Sprague, to explore the head of 
Massachusetts Bay. Upon the peninsula betweoA 
the Mystiok and Chajrles rivers, they found a 
settlement of Indians, and one thatched house i^ 
&e possession of Thomas Walford, ^ smith. A 
XKOnconforming clergyman by the na^ne of Black- 
stone, resided on the opposite peninsula of Shaw^ 
mut, Maveriok, an Indian trader, oecupied a 
small fort on the island, which is now known as 
East Boston; while David Thompson had seated 
himself upon an island to the south, to which 
he had given his name. A few other settlers were 
also scattered at intervals along the coast of the 
bay. 

From the influential character of the gentle- 
men who had embarked in it, the project of colo- 
nizing Massachusetts Bay speedily became popu- 
lar. Numerous adventurers, some of whom were 
from Boston in Lincolnshire, joined the company. 
And, on the 4th of March, 1629, after a great 
exertion of influence, and a considerable ex^ 
penditure in money, Hie patent irom the Coun- 
cil for New England, with authority to exercise 
gubeifnatorial power, was confirmed by Qh^les I* 

The corporation thus established, under the 
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Style of the Governor and Company of Massa*- 
chusetts Bay^ in New England, was organised 
shortly after, by tl\^ election of Croddock and 
Goffe, two Londoa merchants, as governor and 
deputy-governor. The entire control of the 
proposed colony was assmned by the English 
stockholders: Endicott, the governor of the 
colony, with his council of twelve, being con* 
trolled by instructions from the former. 

On the 29lh of June, the second supply of 
emigrants, two hundred in number, having witli 
them three accepted ministers, reached Naum* 
keag, or Salem, in five ships, where they found 
those who had previously come over with Go- 
vernor Endicott. Three hundred planters were 
now congregated at Salem, but one-third of them 
speedily removed to Charlestown, where a settle* 
ment had already been commenced. On the 20th 
of July, Mr. Higginson was dected teacher, and 
Mr. Skehon pastw of the company; and on the 
6th of August, when the elders and deacons were 
ordained, the church at Saletn was for the ftrsi 
time duly organized. 

Being Nonconformists while in England, the 
colonists, now free to assert their religious li- 
berty, separated wholly from the Church hf 
aboUsfaing the litany and other c^emonieB pei<- 
^»ming to the English ritual. Some few, how- 
ever, were unprepared to assent to so great h 
iQaiiKge ; and prominent among these were John 
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and Samuel Browne, the one a lawyer of some 
eminence, the other a merchant, both gentlemen 
of property, and both members of the Colonial 
CouncU. Upholding the use of the litany, they 
withdrew from the newly-established congrega* 
tion, and being joined by others of similar reli- 
gions views, formed themselves into a separate 
society. In consequence of this difference, a 
warm controversy arose, which Endicott finally 
put a stop to by seizing the Brownes, and send- 
ing them back prisoners to England, under a 
charge of sedition. 

In the mean time the company in England 
had formed a project for removing the seat of 
the corporation from England to Massachusetts 
Bay, by transferring the charter to those who 
should inhabit the colony. 

This important proposition was no sooner 
adopted than John Winthrop, and a number of 
other gentlemen of wealth and influence, formed 
the determination to emigrate. A new agree- 
ment was accordingly made with such of the 
stockholders as remained behind, whereby they 
were to retain an interest in the . company for 
seven years, proportioned to the amount of one- 
third of their original subscription. New oflScers 
were also chosen. On the 20th of October, John 
Winthrop was elected governor, and John Hum- 
phrey deputy-governor ; but the latter remaining 
in England, Thomas Dudley was chosen in bis 
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%^Mi, Preparations were noir made for emi* 
grating apon a scale commensurate with the 
means of the adventurers. Before the close of 
the year 1630, elev^i ships, with over fifteen 
hundred passengers, reached New England. The 
Arbella, bearing Winthrop and several of his 
assistants, arrived at Salem on the 12th of June* 
The poorer emigrants, on disembiurking, refreshed 
titemselves with the wild strawberry which ripened 
in profusion along the neighbouring slopes ; but 
the tidings which Winthrop and his companions 
met were both gloomy and disheartening. Of 
the tiiree hundred cdonists at Sal^n and Charles-* 
town, eighty had already died, and many others 
wwe enfeebled by sickness. Of corn, there re- 
mained not more than a supply sufficient for two 
weeks. 

The necessity of selecting places for settie- 
ment, and for making provision, as early as pos* 
mble, against the indemenoy of the winter 
seascm, induced Winthrop, accompanied by a 
number of gentlemen, to leave Salem on the 
17th of June, for the purpose of examining the 
peninsula of Oharlestown. Here they at first 
concluded to settle themsdves, but finally crossed 
to the opposite side of Charles River, and laid 
the foundation of Boston. Accustomed from 
dbdidhood to the comforts of life, those who were 
wealthy among the new-comers were even less 
able to support the hardships inseparable from 
8 
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a life in the wilderness, than the servants thejr 
had already manumitted. Quenching their thirst 
with brackish water, residing in poor huts, and 
exposed to the influences of an unaccustomed 
climate, so many of them soon sickened and 
died, that before the year closed they had lost 
two hundred of their original number. Onie 
hundred others, affrighted and disheartened, 
abandoned the colony and returned to England* 
Among those whose untimely death was greatly 
deplored by the early chroniclers, was the lady 
Arabella Johnson, a daughter of the Earl of 
Lincoln, who « came from a paradise of plenty 
and pleasure into a wildnerness of wants ; and 
although celebrated for her many virtues, yet 
was not able to encounter the adversity she was 
surrounded with; and in a month after her arrival, 
she ended her days at Salem, where she first 
landed." Stricken with grief for her loss, her 
husband did not long survive her. Pious, 
wealthy, and charitable, he too had entwined 
himself around the hearts of his sorrowing com- 
panions, and in the midst of his great bereave- 
ment, rejoiced " that he had lived to see a church 
of Christ gathered in America." Removed early 
from communion with his friends, their affection 
still clung to him, even in death, and around the 
grave of Isaac Johnson they directed that their 
graves should lovingly cluster. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SettlementB in New England— Diacouraging reporti— Win-s 
throp — ^His piety and beneficence — ^Political changes — Arrival 
of Cotton and Stone — ^Dudley chosen governor — Power of the 
commons asserted — First house of delegates — Emigration— 
Charges preferred in England against the Massachusetts 
colony — The demand for a return of the charter "evaded-— 
Morton's letters-^Preparations for deience^Civil dissensions 
^-Roger Williams — Asserts freedom of conscience — Is ba- 
nished — Settles Rhode Island — Opposition to Winthrop— 
His accusers rebuked — Arrival of Vane and Hugh Peters- 
Fort Saybrook built — Emigration to Connecticut — Popu<* 
larity of Vane — Chosen governor of Massachusetts — ^Ghrowing 
discontent — Anne Hutchinson — Her doctrines — Supported 
by Vape — Warm religious disputes — Convention of churches 
— Banishment of Wheelwright and Mrs. Hutchinson — Her 
tragic death — War with the Pequods — Advance into their 
country — Attack on Mistick Fort — Pursuit of Sassacus — 
Extermination of the Pequod tribe. 

The emigrants who came over to New Eng- 
land, either as stockholders or tinder the auspices 
of the Massachusetts Company, did not all settle 
in one place. Some remained at Salem, and 
while the party under Winthrop were building 
their habitations at Boston and Gharlestown, 
others established themselves at Roxbury, Dor- 
chester, Watertown, Medford, and Lynn. But 
the unfavourable reports made in England by 
those who had been impelled by fear to abandon 
the infant colony, caused all further emigration 
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to languish, and for two years the number of 
arrivals did not equal the loss of the colonists by 
death or desertion. 

During this season of trial, the mild and pa- 
tient Winthrop sustained by his cheerfulness, 
and assisted by his means, ull those who most 
needed his counsel or his aid. Leaning to an 
aristocratic form of government, he yet yielded 
gracefully to the expressed will of the people ; 
and when, after some slight previous changes, 
it was resolved by the general court, which met 
in May, 1632, to elect the governor and assist- 
ants annually by popular voice, he acknowledged 
the right of the people to institute their own 
form of government by accepting office at their 
hands. 

As the prospects of the colonists brightened, 
many of their friends in England came over and 
joined them. During the year 1633, large 
numbers of emigrants arrived, and among them 
John Haynes, " a gentleman of great estate," 
with Cotton, Hooker, and Stone, thi'ee ministers 
of great learning and piety. Mr. Cotton, by 
tiie advice of the principal authorities, was or- 
dained minister of the church at Boston, while 
Hooker and Stone settled at Newtown, the pre- 
sent Cambridge. 

Up to this period Mr. Winthrop had beea 
continued in the office of governor ; but at the 
annual election of 1685, Dudley, formerly d«* 
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puty-govemor, was chosen in his stead, notwith- 
standing the influence of Cotton, who, siding 
with Winthrop, declared in his sermon before 
^e General Court that a magistrate ought not 
to be deprived of his o£Sce without just cause, 
f < no more than a private man should be turned 
out of his freehold without trial." The popular 
will, however, beiiJg bent upon making extensive 
political changes, chose Dudley to the magistracy* 
Penying the opinion of Winthrop that the " com- 
mons'' had not yet among them men capable of 
undertaking the duties of legislation, the general 
court, composed of all the freemen of the colony, 
asserted its supremacy by claiming, as a rights 
" the power to admit freemenj the choosing of 
all principal officers, the making of laws, grant- 
ing lands, raising money, and the revision, by 
way of appeal, of all civil and criminal proce- 
dures." In the general court, held quarterly, 
jbut subsequently changed to semi-annually, the 
people were to be represented by delegates, 
elected annually by the towns, and clothed with 
ihe full voice and authority of all the freemen. 

These important changes being adopted, three 
delegates from each of the eight plantations were 
speedily chosen, and taking their seats with the 
magistrates in the Meeting House at Boston, or? 
ganized the first house of representatives in th^ 
colony. 

All this f^ummer, em^ants sailed from Engt 
8« 
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land in such great numbers, that during the 
season as many as fourteen vessels a montk 
arrived at the various New England plantations. 
In the mean time the Privy Council at London, 
alarmed by the misrepresentatians of Morton of 
Merry Mount, Sir Christopher Gardiner, also 
an expelled colonist, and others, had appointed 
a commission, with Laud at^ts head, clothed 
with full power over the American plantations, 
even to the revocation of their chafers. The 
commission had demanded of Craddock a return 
of the Massachusetts patent ; but the requisition 
was evaded by the authorities in New England, 
on the plea of inability to act until the next 
meeting of the general court. 

The uneasiness of the colonists was gr^tly in- 
creased about this time by a letter from Morton 
to his "very good gossip," one Jefferies, a resi- 
dent of New England, stating ll^at the king in 
council had declared tho Ma.ssachu8etts pat^4 
void ; and, resuming his authority over the ter- 
ritory, had commissioned a governor-general for 
New England. A fortification upon Castle Is- 
land, in Boston harbour, was immediately de- 
termined upon ; and at the meetingof the genial 
Council in September, a sum of mcmej was appro- 
priated to defray the expense of the work. Tim 
fort in the town was (H*dered to be armed, and 
authority given to commence the construction of 
&rts at Charlestown and Doreheeter. 



dbyGoogk 



I63S.] DIgPUTB WITH THE MAGISTRATES. 91 

Bat eyen at this period of anxiety and sus- 
pense, the colonists were not free from internal 
disputes, arising from a difference of opinion in 
regard to the respectiTe powers of the magis- 
trates and the deputies. 

Charmed by the reports they had received of 
the fertile low lands bordering the Connecticut 
River, the people at Cambridge requested per- 
Bussion to settle there ; but the magistrates de- 
elined to authorize their removal, although the 
deputies, who formed a majority of the whole 
court, were willing to consent to the desires of 
the petitioners. A division being thus created, 
the power of the magistrates to enforce their 
negative was hotly questioned. Angry conten- 
tions arising, the court was adjourned for a brief 
season. Upon the reassembling of the members, 
Mr. Cotton came to the rescue of the magistrates, 
and in his sermon defended their negative. His 
arguments were respected; and the petitioners 
agreeing to accept other lands in the vicinity, in 
place of those upon which they were settled, the 
question at issue was for the time being amicably 
evaded. 

Nor was it at Boston only that disputes with 
l!he magistracy took plaoe albout this time. At 
Salem the young and enliiusiastic Boger Williams 
had proclaimed, among various other opinions ob* 
iKudous to liie authorities, <^ that to punish a man 
tot any matters jof conscience, was persecution." 
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Alarmed at the vigour with which he maintained 
his doctrines, the Plymouth magistrates demanded 
a copy of a manuscript treatise he had written, 
denying the validity of a royal patent to lands 
in America; but, moved by the letter he wrote 
in explanation of the work, they forbore from 
dealing with him with severity on that score, on 
condition that he should take an oath of alle- 
giance to the king. He had scarcely freed him- 
self from this difficulty, before he far more seri*- 
ously compromised himself with the civil* govern- 
ment, by stimulating Endicott to cut the crosa 
put of the king*s colours, as a relic of Anti- 
christ. Various attempts which were made on 
subsequent occasions failing to change his opi- 
nions, he was at length banished from the juris- 
diction. His church at Salem, which had hitherto 
clung to him with a half-wavering steadfastness, 
now became alarmed and turned from him. Still 
maintaining, among other doctrines less tenable^ 
the noble tenet of liberty of conscience in reli- 
gious matters, he gathered around him a few 
faithful adherents, and held religious service in 
his own house, which he had permission to occupy 
until the opening of spring. 

In the hour of trial the veteran Bradford 
honoured his sincerity while he regretted his 
doctrines; and Morton, the historian, spoke 
warmly of his many admirable qualities. Many 
others also began to believe in. the << godliness"'. 
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of the feariess young minister; and the magis- 
trates, apprehensiye lest he should draw off a por- 
tion of the people and found a new settlement 
outside the bounds to which their authority ex- 
tended, finally concluded to avert the threatened 
danger by sending him under arrest to England, 
fiaving timely information of their purpose, Wil- 
liams departed from Salem in mid-winter. After 
wandering alone for many weeks through the 
leafless, snow-covered forests, partaking of such 
scanty fare as the straggling settler or poorer 
Indian could afford him, he finally passed over 
to Rhode Island, in the summer of 1686, and, 
with five companions, laid the foundation of a 
new colony. Here, as governor and adviser, he 
resided for forty years. Blameless in his life, 
and austerely just in his acts, bearing no malice 
toward those by whom he had been exiled, but 
desirous only of promoting the common welfare, 
he devoted himself to this humane purpose with 
the same ardour as he proclaimed and defended 
the peculiar tenets he had espoused. 

Endicott, who was commander at Salem, for 
his mutilation of the colours, and his defence of 
a letter written by Williams to the magistrates, 
was sentenced by the court to be *^ sadly admo- 
nished,'' and disabled for a year from holding 
any office under the commonwealth. 

Nor was the mildly aristocratic Winthrop with- 
out his enemies. He was scarcely removed from 



dbyGoogk 



94 HISTORY OF MASSACHUSETTS. [1686.; 

the office of chief magistrate before a statement 
of his receipts and disbursements of the public 
moneys was demanded at his hands. He cheer^ 
fuUj complied with the tmgracious requisition^ 
and triumphantly vindicated the unsullied purity 
of his conduct. 

Early in the spring of 1635 the arrival of 
vessels freighted with emigrants and stores com- 
menced. The number of new-comers continued 
to increase as the summer advanced, and before 
the close of the year three thousand additional 
settlers found a welcome and a home upon the 
shores of New England. Among these, young 
Mr. Winthrop returned from a visit to England^ 
accompanied by his father-in-law, Hugh Peters,, 
pastor to a congregation of Puritan exiles in 
Holland, and Henry Vane, a gentleman in the 
first flush of manhood, but less noticeable as the 
son of a privy counsellor than for his exalted 
piety and for a fervent devotion to the cause of 
liberty which eventually brought his head to the 
block. 

These three gentlemen having been appointed 
commissioners for Connecticut, by the noble pro- 
prietors of that province, caused Fort Saybrook 
to be built at the mouth of Connecticut River, 
which they supplied with a competent garrison 
and munitions of war. By this measure the 
Dutch were effectually precluded from forming 
any settlements beyond the limits of the trading 
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house they had already established ; and were soon 
to be restricted to a few acres surrounding it. 

In the mean time, the congregation of Mn 
Booker, though quieted for a season, still yearned 
to migrate to the banks of the Connecticut. The 
representations of Oldham, formerly expelled 
with Roger Conant and Lyford to Nantucket, 
and now become an Indian trader, being corro- 
borated by the reports of others, they again 
sought permission to remove. Gaining,* with 
some difficulty, leave from the general court, 
they sold their lands at Cambridge, in the spring 
of 1636, to a congregation newly arrived from 
England, under the spiritual charge of Mr. 
Shepard, and headed by their ministers, 
Hooker and Stone, departed on foot into the 
wilderness, bearing with them their wives and 
children, and driving their cattle before them. 

This difficult journey through the rugged and 
dangerous forest, and over mountain and morass, 
with no guide but the compass and the slender 
trail left by the small company from Dorchester, 
who, under Ludlow, formerly deputy-governor, 
had migrated the previous fall, being accom- 
plished in about two weeks, the weary travellers 
sat themselves down on the west bank of the 
Connecticut River, fifty miles from its mouth, 
where they laid the foundation of a town, to which 
they gave the name of Hartford. 

Yane, the youthful commissioner for Con* 
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necticut, speedily became a fayomrite with the 
people of Massachusetts, Attracted by his deep 
piety, the grave suavity of his manners, and his 
devotion to the Puritan cause, in 1636, the year 
following his arrival, they chose him governor, 
although he was then not much more than twenty- 
jTour' years of age. With a spice of that natural 
vanity excusable in one so young, he gave an 
added dignity to his office by adopting a certain 
degree of magisterial state. When he moved to 
court or church, four sergeants, armed with hal- 
berds, preceded him. For a few months his 
administration prospered ; but toward the close 
of the year the people grew discontented, and 
Vane, receiving letters of recall from England, 
requested permission to resign his authority. 
This course produced some degree of agitation 
in the popular mind; and though the general 
eourt reluctantly agreed to submit to the appa- 
rent necessity for his departure, Mr. Cotton, his 
close friend, and the congregation at Boston, 
prevailed upon him to remain among l^em until 
the close of his term of office. Religious differ^ 
ences were the cause, in a great degree, of the 
partial disfavour into which Vane had fallen. 
Countenanced by Vane, Cotton, and many others, 
Mrs. Hutchinson, the wife of a gentleman in 
good repute, for some time a resident of the 
colony and a representative of Boston in the 
general court, established private religious 
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meetings for those of her own sex, at which the 
sermons preached by the ministers the Sabbath 
preceding were taken up, examined, and criti« 
cised. For a while her lectures were popular ; 
but when she began to separate the ministers 
and their followers throughout the colony into 
two distinct but yery unequal parties, charging 
the larger moiety with being under a covenant 
of works, while the lesser only was under a 
covenant of grace, contentions arose, and dis- 
putatious correspondences were carried on, which 
at one time seriously threatened to break up the 
settlement. Being in her turn charged by Wiu- 
throp, and those who thought with him, of ad- 
vocating two capital errors in doctrine, one of 
which was, " that the Holy Spirit dwells in per- 
sonal union with a justified person," and the 
other, that << sanctification was not necessary for 
justification," her cause, embraced with ardour 
by Vane, was also partially espoused by Cotton 
and her brother-in-law. Wheelwright, a minister 
of some eminence. Protected by these popular 
men, she continued her lectures until the follow- 
ing year, when Winthrop was chosen governor, 
and Vane returned to England. Many persons 
having in the mean time adopted her opinions, 
the general court finally concluded to call a 
council of the churches. The synod was held at 
Cambridge on the 30th of August, 1637 ; an4, 
after a discussion which lasted three weeks, eoi^- 
9 
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demned as erroneous some eighty obnoxious 
opinions which had been set afloat in the colony. 

The power of the general court being thus 
strengthened by the voice of the clergy, they 
proceeded to expel, soon after, two of their own 
members for justifying seditious practices ; and 
demanded of Wheelwright a retraction of his 
course and an acknowledgment of his offence. 
This being refused, he was condemned as a dis- 
turber of the peace, disfranchised, and ordered 
to quit the colony within fourteen days. 

Mrs. Hutchinson was next summoned before 
the court to answer the charge of « traducing, 
the ministers and their ministry in the country." 
After a protracted trial, she also was condemned 
to banishment ; and Hutchinson, making sale of 
his estate, removed with his wife and children 
to Rhode Island, where he purchased a tract of 
land from the Indians. The subsequent fate of 
this gifted and enthusiastic woman was deeply 
tragical. After living through the winter in a 
cave upon the island, hostilities broke out be- 
tween the Dutch of New Netherlands and the 
natives, and, in the confusion which ensued, she 
fell a sacrifice to the fury of the savages. 

Previous to this, however, and during the heat 
of those religious disputes to which Mrs. Anne 
Hutchinson finally became a victim, an expedi- 
tion was undertaken by Massachusetts against 
the Pequod tribe of Indians, in retribution for 
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several murders they had latterly committed; 
one of the victims being Oldham, the Indian 
trader. During the autumn of 1636, eighty men, 
commanded by Endicott, marched against them, 
but returned to Boston on the approach of winter 
without accomplishing any thing. The Pequods 
continuing their hostilities by cutting off settlers, 
and increasing so much in boldness as to besiege 
for several weeks the garrison at Fort Saybrook, 
an alliance was formed by the English colonies 
with the Narragansets, with whom the Pequods 
had previously sought to unite. Early in 1637 
the combined forces of Massachusetts, Plymouth, 
and Connecticut, supported by a strong body of 
Indian auxiliaries, prepared to take the field. 
A detachment of forty men, commanded by Cap- 
tain Patrick, an officer who had served in the 
Low Countries under the Prince of Orange, was 
thrown forward by Massachusetts in advance of 
the main body to form a junction with the Con- 
necticut levies under Captain Mason; but the 
latter, having under him sixty Connecticut mi- 
litia, and being further reinforced by twenty 
Massachusetts men, commanded by Captain 
TJnderhiU, a resolute enthusiast, and three hun- 
dred Indian auxiliaries, without waiting for 
further support, penetrated the Pequod country, 
and marched at once to invest the two stockade 
forts within which the enemy had ensconced 
themselves. On learning that Sassacus, the 
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chief sachem, was in command of the principal 
fort, one-third of the Indians, struck with terror, 
refused to proceed and returned to their homes. 
The distance being yet eight miles to the fort 
where Sassacus was, and the men being wearied 
with carrying the weight of their arms and pro- 
visions, it was finally concluded to commence 
the assault upon the nearer fort, which was at 
Mistick. 

Under the guidance of a Pequod Indian, 
named Wequash, they reached the vicinity of 
the stockade undiscovered, about midnight, and 
distinctly heard the Indians within feasting and 
making great rejoicing, under the impression 
that the English had taken a different route. 
About daybreak on the 26th of May, they ap- 
proached the fort while its garrison was buried 
in profound sleep; and, piloted by Wequash, 
reached the gate. The barking of a dog within 
the enclosure was the first intimation the Pe- 
quods received of the danger with which they 
were menaced. With a piercing yell, the alarmed 
savages sprang to their arms ; but were speedily 
thrown into confusion by the English, who fired 
upon them through the openings between the 
palisades. Mason was first to enter the fort 
with his men ; and the remainder joining him 
soon after, through various openings, a terrific 
conflict commenced, during which the surprised 
garrison fought with the energy of despair. But 
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tbe superior arms and discipline of the English 
were soon found to be more than a match for 
the frailer weapons of their, savage antagonists; 
and Mason, setting fire to the wigwams, of which 
there were some sixty or seventy within the en- 
closure, the terrified Indians endeavoured to 
escape by scaling the palisades. In this exposed 
and defenceless situation many were shot down ; 
while those who succeeded in escaping for the 
moment, met their death soon after by the hands 
of the Indian auxiliaries who encircled the out- 
side of the stockade. Scarcely one escaped. 
The work of slaughter being ended, the English, 
with the loss of three killed, embarked their 
numerous wounded on board some vessels which 
had opportunely ascended the river, the main 
body returning overland to Fort Saybrook, 
where the vessels also arrived the following 
day. 

The result of this fearful onslaught effectually 
broke the power of the Pequods. Sassacus, 
with the feeble remains of his tribe, abandoned 
his fort, and, burning his wigwams, made an 
attempt to escape from the country over which 
he had so long ruled; but the Massachusetts 
forces under Stoughton arriving at Saybrook 
early in June, the pursuit was renewed with 
increased activity. The Pequod fugitives being 
at length surrounded in a swamp, where they 
had sought refuge, — and preferring to die fight- 
er 
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ing rather than submit to the terms which 
were offered, — fell there, one by one, until at 
the close of the battle, with very few exceptions, 
the whole tribe was exterminated. 
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DuRiNa the year 1637, the town of New 
Haven was founded by a company of newly- 
arrived emigrants, of whom the most influential 
were Mr. Davenport, a minister eminent for 
his learning and piety, Mr. Hopkins, and his 
father-in-law Mr. Eaton, respectable London 
merchants. New Haven continued a distinct 
colony until 1665, when it was incorporated with 
Connecticut. 
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Wmthrop was re-elected governor of Massa- 
chusetts in 1638 ; and, notwithstanding some 
movements which were attempted in England to 
procure the annulment of the charter held by 
the colony, no less than twenty ships, bearing 
three thousand emigrants, came over this year. 

By a bequest from John Harvard, a minister 
at Charlestown, an addition of nearly eight 
hundred pounds sterling was made to the sum 
already appropriated for a public school at 
Cambridge, which, in compliment to the testa- 
tor, was ordered henceforth to take the name of 
Harvard College. 

At the election of 1639, Winthrop was con- 
tinued in the office he so worthily filled: but the 
following year Dudley was chosen governor, and 
Winthrop took his seat as one of the assistants. 

From the first landing of the Pilgrims to the 
year 1640, there had arrived in New England, 
in two hundred and ninety-eight ships, twenty- 
one thousand two hundred passengers. But at 
this period, owing to the success of the Puritan 
cause in England, the tide of emigration was 
stayed. 

This sudden check to increase of population 
from abroad, had, for a season, a marked effect 
upon the fortunes of the New England colonies. 
Prices of cattle, at that time the main dependence 
of the New England farmer, fell to about one- 
sixth of their previous marketable value; and as 
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the soil yielded but an indifferent eompensation 
for the labour bestowed upon it, many persons 
became greatly discouraged. At this period of 
uneasiness. Lord Say and Seal, having turned 
his attention to colonizing the Bahama Islands, 
sought to increase the number of settlers from 
the north country by emigration from New Eng- 
land. In this object, assisted by Humphries, 
once deputy-goyernor, and stiU one of the as- 
sistants, he was not altogether unsuccessful; 
though Winthrop clung bravely to the colony 
which had prospered under his guardianship, and 
wrote to Lord Say and Seal that God would 
never have sent his people to New England, "if 
he had not seen the place sufficient to maintain 
them, or intended to make it so." Some of the 
colonists having, however, concluded to make a 
trial of the new home which had been offered 
them, a company embarked, during the year 1641, 
on board a vessel commanded by Captain Pierce, 
and sailed for Providence, the second in point 
of size of the Bahama Islands. When they 
reached their place of destination, they were sud- 
denly fired upon by a Spanish garrison, who in 
the mean time had seized possession of the island. 
Captain Pierce being shot dead in this unex- 
pected attack, the vessel was put about, and the 
proposed scheme of emigration ended abruptly. 

The dissatisfaction of a portion of the colonists 
with the depressed condition of things evinced 



dbyGoogk 



1641.] FATE OV PETERS. 105 

itself m the defeat of Winthrop for governor, and 
the choice of Bellingham in his stead, bj a small 
and dubious majority. The general court was at 
first disposed to contest the legality of the elec- 
tion ; but, after a long series of angry disputa- 
tions, Bellingham was admitted to his seat. 

To support the interests of the colony, during 
the quarrel between the king and parliament, 
Mr. Weld and Hugh Peters were sent as com- 
missioners to England. 'Neither of them ever 
returned to America. Weld finally settled as a 
minister at Gateshead, but was expelled from his 
living at the restoration of Charles II. Peters 
embraced with ardour the cause of the Parlia- 
ment; and^ like Vane, suffered death for his re- 
puted treason. 

Wheelwright, who had been exiled from the 
colony for his Antinomian opinions, settled, with 
some thirty-four followers, <<on the south side 
of the great bay up Piscataqua River,*' where 
they opened a plantation to which they gave the 
name of Exeter. Here, subsequently, he was 
joined by Underbill, whose tenets were of a 
familistic character, and who was wont to boast 
of having obtained his religious assurance " while 
he was taking a pipe of the good creature to- 
bacco ;'* but it appears that the true character 
of his ^^ assurance*' was of a &r different com- 
plexion, inasmuch as he had been convicted of 
grossly immoral practices in Massachusetts, and 
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excommunicated. He, however, managed to in- 
gratiate himself with the people of Exeter, who 
chose him for their governor ; but the opposition 
to him was so great, and religious dissensions, 
both at Exeter and the neighbouring settlement 
at Dover, became so violent, that it was found 
necessary to expel Underbill and his friend 
KnoUes, a licentious Antinomian minister, be- 
fore the distracted settlements could be restored 
to any degree of harmdny. 

An inquiry into the limits of the Massachusetts 
patent resulting in bringing within the jurisdic- 
tion of that colony the settlements at Portsmouth, 
Dover, Exeter, and other small villages on the 
Piscataqua River, it was resolved to put an end 
to the distractions which agitated those hitherto 
independent and ill governed plantations by ex- 
tending over them the authority of the general 
court, to which, in return, they were allowed 
to send two deputies. So soon as commissioners 
were appointed to carry this order into effect, 
Wheelwright, and others who had rendered them- 
selves obnoxious to the government of Massa- 
chusetts, retired from Exeter, and established 
themselves in the province of Maine. 

In 1642, Winthrop was again chosen governor. 
Soon after his election ti^ngs was received from 
various sources, but chiefly from friendly Indians, 
that the Narragansets were plotting a general 
massacre of the colonists. This news was the 
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more alarming inasmuch as the savages were 
beginning to be accustomed to the use of fire- 
arms, of which they had been enabled to procure 
a large supply from the Dutch at Manahattan 
and from reckless English traders. The most 
vigorous preparations were instantly made to 
avert the threatened danger. Connecticut was 
eager to anticipate an attack by commencing 
hostilities at once ; but the more prudent counsels 
of Massachusetts prevailed. The Indians within 
the colony were disarmed, and Miantinomo, the 
chief sachem of the ilfarragansets, appeared in 
person before the court at Boston, and demanded 
to be confronted with his accusers. Though not 
actually acquitted of the charge, he was finally 
dismissed in safety; and being made fully aware 
of the suspicions which were aroused against 
him, he abandoned his sanguinary intentions, if 
indeed he had ever meditated jiny. 

The office of governor was again confided to 
Winthrop during the year 1643 ; but the colony 
was not destined to remain long at one time 
undisturbed by religious differences. One 
. Samuel Gorton, by advocating heterodox prin- 
ciples, had drawn around him a number of fol- 
lowers. Being called upon to explain his 
doctrines, he was so far successful in defending 
himself before his judges as to escape condemna- 
tion. Removing soon after to Plymouth, he was 
seized by order of the authorities of that €k>lony, 
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tried, fonnd guilty, and publicly whipped. Un- 
able to find sureties for his good behariour, he 
remoYed to Rhode Island, where he speedily ex- 
perienced similar treatment, with the addition 
of imprisonment. At Proyidence the humane 
Boger Williams gaye him shelter for a time. 
At length, he sought to establish himself and his 
followers at Patuxet ; but when the inhabitants 
of that place, in order to be relieyed of his 
presence, petitioned to be brought under the 
protection of Massachusetts, he purchased, in 
conjunction with eleyen others, a tract of land 
called Showa,met and remoyed thither. Oyer this 
tract Plymouth speedily claimed jurisdiction. 
Two inferior chiefs, howeyer, asserting their 
rightful ownership in the land, went to Boston 
and acknowledged themselyes subjects of Massa- 
chusetts. 

By yirtue of .the authority thus delegatfed, 
Gorton and his followers were required, under 
guaranty of safe conduct, to appear before the 
general court to answer the complaints against 
them. On their refusal to do so, they were ar- 
rested and carried to Boston, where they re- 
mained imprisoned. Being brought to trial, 
they were conyicted of heresy and contempt, and 
sentenced to be imprisoned, to be put in irons, 
and kept at labour. At the same time they 
were admonished that if they attempted to 
escape, ox sought by speech or writing to pro- 
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mulgate their heretical opinions, they would 
render themselves amenable to the penalty of 
death. To add to the cruelty of this sentence, 
their cattle were ordered to be seized and sold 
to defray the expenses of their arrest, trial, and 
imprisonment. After suflFering during the winter 
the penalty which had been awarded against 
them, they were released and banished from the 
colony. Gorton returned to England, where he 
succeeded in obtaining from the commissioners 
for the plantations an order for the restoration 
of his lands in Narraganset Bay ; but through 
the counter representations of the Massachusetts 
authorities, the claim was never made good. 

For some years the proximity of the Dutch 
settlement at New Netherlands, and that of the 
French at Acadia and in Canada, had been 
creating an indefinite sense of uneasiness. Con- 
scious of thS necessity of uniting for purposes 
of mutual protection, the four colonies of Massa- 
chusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut, and New 
Haven, under the style of the United Colonies 
of New England, subscribed to "a perpetual 
league, ofiensive and defensive." By this cove* 
nant each colony bound itself, in case of war, to 
furnish its quota of men in proportion to the 
number of male inhabitants between the ages of 
sixteen and sixty; and agreed to certain articles 
by which the "conduct of each plantation, in all 
cases of emergency, should be regulated. This, 
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the first English confederacy in America, con- 
tinued in force for twenty-three years, and was 
only then dissolved in consequence of the colonial 
charters being annulled by James the Second. 

Mr. Endicott was chosen governor in 1644. 
The enmity which had for some time existed be- 
tween the Narragansets and Mohegans broke 
out this year into open war. Uncas, the sachem 
of thie latter tribe, having already proved him- 
self the fast friend of the English, Massachusetts 
garrisoned the country of those sachems who 
had acknowledged themselves subjects of the 
colony, while the colonial commissioners sought 
to put an end to the war by offering to mediate 
between the belligerents. 

In the mean time, however, Miantinomo had 
fallen into the hands of Uncas, and, by the ad- 
vice of the commissioners, had been put to death. 
Exasperated by the loss of their sachem, the 
Narragansets continued to prosecute the war 
notwithstanding the colonies had commanded 
them to desist. Unable to put an end to hos- 
tilities by quiet means, the colonies finally deter- 
mined to protect their allies the Mohegans by a 
resort to force. A voluntary enlistment of three 
hundred men was called for, but proving a fail- 
ure, a resort was had to impressment, the com- 
mand of the levies thus vigorously raised being 
given to Major Gibbons. 

Fully awar^ of their inability to withstand a 
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force of this character, especially when supported 
by the Mohegans, the Narragansets sent de- 
pnties to Boston with offers of submission, and 
finally were brought to agree to the terms of 
peace dictated by the colonial commissioners. 
During the three following years, Winthrop held 
office as governor. 

In 1648, Massachusetts set the first example 
among the American provinces of an execution 
for witchcraft. The victim in this instance was 
Margaret Jones, who was gravely charged with 
having «a malignant touch." After she had 
suffered death, a portion of her evil reputation 
still clung to her husband. Having embarked 
for Barbadoes, the ship in which he sailed chanc- 
ing to careen over in a somewhat sudden and 
unusual manner, the effect of this movement was 
superstitiously charged upon the poor man. He 
was accordingly seized and kept in strict con- 
finement. It was subsequently asserted by 
credulous persons on board, that from the mo- 
ment he was incarcerated, the ship righted her- 
self and ceased to roll about any more. 

The year 1649 became one of sorrowful re- 
membrance, not only to many of the better class 
of colonists, but to all who could appreciate true 
piety and unselfish benevolence of heart. Early 
in March, Governor Winthrop died. For nine- 
teen years, through sickness and' privation, in 
the midst of dangers from without and civil dis- 
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sensions within, he had remained firm and stead- 
fast to the best interests of the colony. Spending 
his wealth lavishly to advance its prosperity, he 
devoted his own personal efforts to maintain in 
their purity the religious tenets he had espoused, 
and regarded all labour as light that was con- 
ducive to the general good. 



CHAPTER VIIL 
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supremacy over the colonies — Massachusetts remonstrates 
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prpselytism — Perrot's journey to Rome — ^Mission to the 
Turkish Sultan — Arrival of the Quakers in Massachusetts — 
Their arrest, imprisonment, and banishment — New laws 
passed against the Quakers — The exiles return to invite 
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During the progress of the civil war in 
England, Massachusetts preserved a prudent 
neutrality. When the attempt was made by 
parliament in 1646 to assert its jurisdiction over 
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the colonies, the authorities of Massachusetts 
&mlj protested against the innovation as an in- 
fringement of their charter. A spirited remon- 
strance being warmly supported by Sir Henry 
Vane and other influential friends, it was so far 
successful at the time as to induce parliament 
not to interfere with any privileges which the 
colonists had hitherto rightfully enjoyed. 

After the execution of Charles the First, which 
took place in 1649, parliament again vaguely 
asserted its supremacy. It suggested the issue 
of new patents, giving to the Council of State 
the power to appoint governors over the Ame- 
rican colonies, and proposed that courts should 
be held and warrants issued in its name. The 
people of Massachusetts at once took the alarm, 
and pleaded through their agent, Mr. Winslow, 
their right to live under laws of their own mak- 
ing, and to be ruled by authorities chosen by 
themselves. The unsettled condition of affairs 
in Endand prevented any action being taken 
upon a project so full of danger to the independ- 
ence of the American provinces. In 1651, war 
having been declared between England and Hol- 
land, Massachusetts, in common with the other 
colonies, was called upon to take up arms against 
the people of New Netherlands. The general 
court declined entering upon active hostilities, 
considering it << safest for the. colonies to forbear 
the use of the sword, but to be in a posture of 
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defence." Finally, however, they evinced a 
disposifion to yield to the wishes of Cromwell, 
whose favour they enjoyed, and joined with the 
other New England provinces in organizing an 
expedition against Long Island, over one half 
of which the Dutch of Manhattan exercised 
jurisdiction. The command of the united forces 
was intrusted to Major Willard; but owing to 
his incapacity, the enterprise proved unsuccessful. 
On his return, Willard incurred the censure of 
the general court. 

Peace being proclaimed in 1654, the -colonial 
troops were disbanded ; but the fleet which had 
been sent from England to co-operate in the 
reduction of New Netherlands, being prevented 
from doing so by the unexpected renewal of 
pacific relations, sailed north against the French 
of Acadia, and took forcible possession of that 
country, although no war existed at the time 
between France and England. 

Another execution for witchcraft took, place 
in 1655. This unfortunate victim of a credulity 
common to the period was a poor widow woman, 
originally occupying a respectable station in 
society. Her husband, Mr. Hubbins, had been 
at one time possessed of a good estate, and had 
held oflGices of trust and honour in the colony* 
Having suffered greatly by pecuniary losses, he 
died in poverty, leaving his widow to endure the 
sad change in her lot with such patience and" 
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humility as she might. Unfortunately, the con- 
solation to be derived from the exercise of these 
Christian virtues was rejected by the forlorn 
woman. She could not bear that lowly grade to 
which she was reduced without indulging in 
ceaseless complaints and splenetic outbursts 
against her better-conditioned neighbours. These 
annoyances became at length so great as pro- 
bably to produce in the persons assailed a* sense 
of fear as well as of aversion. Being accused 
of witchcraft, she was found guilty of the charge 
and executed. 

The ascendency of Cromwell at this period 
tended greatly to enhance the security of the 
New England colonies. The people of Massa- 
chusetts were in an especial manner objects of 
his esteem. He had already proposed for them 
to remove from the sterile soil upon which they 
had settled, and offered them a fairer and more 
fertile home in Ireland, then newly subjected to 
his arms. This offer the colonists had gratefully 
declined^ asking nothing but his countenance in 
then- behalf with the English parliament, which 
was again meditating the assertion of its supre- 
macy. Continuing still desirous of promoting 
their welfare, Cromwell, after the conquest of 
Jamaica in 1656, endeavoured to prevail upon 
the people of Massachusetts to eimigrate to that 
fine island ; but their attachment to the rugged 
Jand where they had endured so much poverty 
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and suffering, and possibly some fear of being 
curbed in the exercise of their present political 
and religious freedom, prevented them from ac- 
cepting the liberal proposals of their powerful 
but not wholly disinterested friend. 

Having forsaken the comforts of their English 
homes — ^having voluntarily torn themselves from 
the embraces of beloved friends and endeared 
kindred, in order that they might enjoy in peace 
that system of religious belief to which their 
judgment inclined ; and having at length suc- 
ceeded in founding, at their own expense, amid 
many cares and sorrows, a populous and not 
wholly unprosperous colony in the American 
wilderness, it is scarcely surprising that they 
should have regarded all other sectarians as 
schismatics and innovators, and endeavoured by 
stringent laws to rigidly repress them. 

The persecution which a small congregation 
of Anabaptists had met with in 1651, and their 
subsequent banishment beyond the jurisdiction 
of Massachusetts, only encouraged zealots of 
other denominations to brave a similar punish* 
ment. The most insubordinate of these were 
the Quakers, a sect that, taking its rise in Eng- 
land about the year 1644, soon became as re- 
markable for the deep and sincere piety which 
distinguished imany of its members ' as for the 
wild and reckless enthusiasm by which a smaller 
portion of them were animated* 
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The doctrines of Quakerism, first promulgated 
at a time when the religious sentiment was 
struggling to release itself from the thraldom of 
past ages, soon found advocates and supporters, 
many of whom mistook the blind suggestions of 
their own unregulated thoughts for direct com- 
munications from the Holy Spirit. Among 
these, as might have* been expected, were a 
number of enthusiastic visionaries, who believed 
themselves especially called upon to denounce 
all sects but their own, and to testify in unmea- 
sured language against obnoxious religious ob- 
servances. Inflamed with the desire to prose- 
lytize the world, one John Perrot undertook a 
journey to Rome to enlighten the pope, while 
others travelled to Constantinople to convert 
the Turkish sultan. The former was confined 
as a lunatic. Of the latter, all were placed 
under arrest, and one was bastinadoed. 

In July, 1656, several Quakers arrived in 
Massachusetts from Barbadoes, two of whom 
were women. Fully aware of the contemptuous 
disregard for existing ordinances indulged in by 
the more zealous of the sect in England, the ma- 
gistrates of Boston brought the law against 
heresy to bear upon the intruders, and ordered 
their immediate arrest. After their persons had 
been examined for those marks which were sup- 
posed at that period to indicate such as dealt in 
witchcraft, no satanic signs being discovered, 
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their tninks were rifled, and the books found 
therein ordered to be publicly burned. A brief 
imprisonment was imposed upon them, but they 
were finally released and banished the colony. 
Several others who arrived subsequently were 
sent back to England by the vessels in which 
they came. About the same time a law was 
passed to prevent their introduction into the 
colony, and imposing the penalty of stripes and 
coercive labour upon all Quakers that should in- 
fringe it. Undeterred by this enactment, but 
rather glorying in braving the penalty it threat- 
ened, some of those who had been banished 
returned to Massachusetts in- 1657 ; and one 
woman, Mary Clarke, leaving her husband and 
a large family in London, came ov^r charged, 
as she declared, with a special mission to rebuke 
the magistrates for their intolerance and oppres- 
sion. These people, spreading themselves among 
the towns and villages, inveighed loudly against 
the doctrines of the Puritans, and treated the 
laws established by the colonial government with 
the most contemptuous disdain. 

After repeated attempts had failed to put an 
end to their phrensied declamation, and the im- 
modest actions by which they were sometimes 
accompanied, the authorities unhappily resorted 
to personal violence. Some of the women were 
whipped, and several of the men condemned ta < 
lose an ear. Persecution did but increase the 
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evil. Those who had been exfled the colony re- 
turned to it the first opportunity ; and although 
more stringent laws were now enacted to restrain 
Quakers from intruding within the limits of the 
Massachusetts jurisdiction, numbers of them at 
once determined to force their way into the 
colony and to brave the utmost rigour of the law. 
When seized, they offered no resistance. Sen- 
tenced to be flogged, they yielded with entire 
satisfaction their backs to the executioner. 
Mulcted in pecuniary fines, they quietly declined 
to pay them ; and when ordered to do labour in 
prison, they refused to work. To a resolution so 
firm and unyielding, they united a perseverance 
in seeking proselytes which often approached 
the verge of insanity, and sometimes overstepped 
it. Bold in their defiance of the enactments 
imposed to restrain them, they hurled upon those 
whom they characterized as oppressors the most 
vigorous epithets the language could boast. They 
denounced the religion of the Puritans as a wor- 
ship of the carnal Christ, and prophesied the 
most fearful calamities would befall them unless 
they abandoned their long-cherished creed. They 
proclaimed everywhere the absolute necessity 
of spiritual light, as a guide to religious truth, 
and asserted that all who denied it were blind 
beasts and liars. <<Thus will the Lord break 
•you into pieces," exclaimed a Quaker, shivering 
two bottles into fragments in the face of a con- 
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gregation. Another, named Fauborg, attempted 
to imitate the sacrifice of Abraham, and was^ 
only restrained by the neighbours, who were 
roused to interfere by the cries of the child. 
The fanaticism of the women Quakers, pure- 
minded and modest as they are acknowledged to 
iave been, was carried to the most shameless 
and disreputable lengths. These various acts 
ftnd enormities finally aroused public indignation 
to such a pitch, that, at the close of the year 
1658, a law was passed banishing the Quakers 
from the United Colonies of New England, and 
forbidding their return under pain of death. 
This sanguinary and unjustifiable enactment was 
carried by one vote only. Various staunch 
friends of the government strongly protested 
against it, not only as cruel, but as liable to in- 
•nte the persecution it sought to avoid. The 
l*esult soon proved how well-grounded was the 
fear. Marmaduke Stephenson, William Robin- 
son, and Mary Dyer courted the danger to 
which they were exposed, and quietly awaited 
the operation of the law. In September, 1659, 
they were seized, and, after trial, condemned to 
be hanged. The sentence was carried into efiect 
upon Robinson and Stephenson, but Mary Dyer 
was reprieved upon the scaffold, and again thrust 
from the colony. Resolute in seeking a martyr's 
death, she returned soon after, and was publicly^ 
executed on Boston Common. 
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Popular compassion now began to evince itself 
* 80 strongly in favour of those Quakers who yet 
remained in prison, that the magistrates found 
it necessary to publish a vindication of their 
proceedings. The trial of William Leddra took 
place at this period. He also suffered death. at 
the hands of the hangman, having refused to 
accept of freedom on the condition of leaving 
the colony for ever. 

While Leddra was upon his trial, Wenlock 
Christisson, another exile, calmly entered the 
court, and rebuked the magistrates for shedding 
innocent blood. This bold infraction of the law 
cost him also his liberty. Wh^n put upon his 
trial, he demanded by what authoity the ma- 
gistrates presumed to act in opposition to the 
laws of England, by which alone he claimed to 
be tried. The governor referred to the English 
laws against Jesuits, whose return from banish- 
ment involved the penalty of death. Christisson 
denied the relevancy of the application ; but he 
was found guilty. « I deny all guilt," he ex- 
claimed; "my conscience is clear toward God." 
Sentence of death was pronounced against him. 
"Consider what you gain," said he. "For the 
•last man put to death, here are five come in his 
room; and if you have power to take my life 
from me, God can raise up the same principle 
^ of life in ten of his servants, and send them 
among you in my stead." 
11 
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Struck by the force of his argument, the ma- 
giatrates hesitated to carry their sentence into 
effect. The voice of the people also inclining to 
mercy, Christisson and the whole of his impri- 
soned associates, to the number of twenty-seven, 
were soon after released from prison and sent out 
of the colony. From this period no Quakers suf- 
fered death on account of their religion, although 
they still occasionally underwent the penalty of 
whipping and imprisonment, for repeatedly re- 
turning from that banishment to which they were 
as constantly doomed. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OoTernora of Massachusetts — ^Restoration of Charles II. — ^Ar- 
rival of Whalley and Goffe — Their arrest ordered — Charge* 
preferred against the colony — Project for a governor-general 
of the New England pTOvince8>-«Action of the general'eourt 
— Agents appointed to proceed to London — ^Reqponse of the 
king — Change required in tisb Massachusetts goTemment — ^ 
— Additional complaints — Appointment of royal commis* 
aioners — ^Their arrival at Boston — Embark for New York — 
Capture of that province from the Dutch — ^Return of the 
commissioners — Theur arbitrary proceedings— ^Difficulties 
with the general court — Report to the king — ^Deputies 
ordered to be sent to London — Prosperity of Massachusetts 
•^King Philip's war — Christian Indians — ^The Wampanoag 
and Narraganset tribes — Cause of the war — Massacre at 
Bwanzey — Mount Hope taken — Narragansets constrained to 
remain neutral — Progress of the war — Brookfield attacked — 
Deerfield burned — Northfield abandoned— Attempt on Hat- 
field — Alarm in Massachusetts — Extraordinary levies — 
Slaughter of the Narragansets — Lancaster burned — Groton 
Chelmsford — Medfield attacked — Warwick and Providence 
devastated — Massacres in Plymouth colony — Activity of the 
colonists — Capture and execution of Canonicus — Pursuit of 
Philip— His death. • 

After the death of Winthrop in 1649, Dudley 
and Endicott became alternately governor and 
deputy-governor of Massachusetts until the death 
of the former in 1653. During twelve of the 
subsequent twenty years, Endicott was continued 
in the office of chief magistrate, and at his de- 
cease Bellingham was chosen governor at eight 
aaccessive annual elections. 
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During the period of the civil wars in Eng- 
land, and the subsequent protectorate of Crom- 
well, Massachusetts gradually increased in wealth 
and population ; but upon the death of Cromwell 
the prospects of the New England provinces were 
overclouded. Anticipating the restoration of 
Charles II. to the English throne, they prudently 
refrained from acknowledging the supremacy 
either of Richard Cromwell or of the Long Par- 
liament. 

By the same vessels which, in July, 1660, 
brought the first tidings of the restoration of the 
monarchy, came over Whalley and Gofie, two 
of the regicides, whose lives were endangered 
by the altered condition of afiairs in England* 
They were well-received by Endicott, and treat- 
ed by other prominent persons in the colony 
with great attention and respect. 

The news of the re-establishment of the Stuart 
dynasty met with but dubious credence ; and it 
was not until the information was authenticated 
by fresh arrivals during the month of the follow- 
ing December, that the general court agreed 
upon addresses to the king and parliament. 
Havijig embodied in their address to the king 
a petition for the preservation of their civil and 
religious liberties, the prompt response of Charles 
was so favourable, that, upon the receipt of his 
reply, a day of thanksgiving was specially set 
apart. But, in the midst of the general joy, an 
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order, which arrived at the same time, for the 
arrest of Whalley and Goffe, created great anx- 
iety for the safety of the fugitives. In obedience 
to the royal mandate, the magistrates caused the 
proclamation against the regicide judges to be 
promptly published; and lent, unwillingly, such 
aid to the officers of the law as they were called 
upon to give. Various and repeated efforts were 
made to secure the persons of the fugitives; but 
there is little doubt that the latter were enabled 
to evade the search by timely information re- 
ceived secretly from persons occupying promi- 
nent official stations in the colony. 

Charges having been almost immediately pre- 
ferred against the colony, of intolerance against 
the Quakers, and of usurping powers not autho- 
rized by the charter, an answer to the com- 
plaints was demanded by the king. At the same 
time it was rumoured that the unrestricted com- 
merce heretofore carried on by the New England 
provinces with Virginia and the West Indies 
was to be prohibited, and that the arbitrary in- 
tentions of the king were foreshadowed in the 
revival of the project for a governor-general in 
America. 

Justly alarmed at these suspicious intimations, 
the general court, during the month of May, 
1661, adopte^ and published a series of resolu- 
tions, defining the powers with which the au- 
thorities of Massachusetts were clothed by the 
11* 
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charter of the province, and expressing the de- 
termination of the government to defend the 
rights of the people even by force of arms if it 
should be found necessary. To comply, however, 
with the requisition of the king, they sent Simon 
Bradstreet and John Norton to London, to affirm 
the loyalty of the province, to petition for a 
continuation of its rights and privileges, and to 
defend it from unfavourable representations. 

It was not without great reluctance that the 
colonial agents accepted an appointment which 
threatened to endanger their personal liberty ; 
but their anticipations of detention in England 
proved groundless. Charles received them with 
a graciousness and favour altogether unexpected ; 
and, finally, enabled them to return to Massa- 
chusetts, bearing a letter, in which he promised 
to confirm the charter of the provinces, and to 
continue to the people those rights and privileges 
to which they were entitled. There were, how- 
ever, some requisitions in the letter which the 
people were inclined to receive with less favour. 
The general court was directed to administer 
the oath of allegiance to every person within the 
province; to pronounce all laws invalid which 
had been migide during the interregnmn; to 
select the officers of the colony for their wisdom 
and integpty, without regard to tjjieir religious 
tenets ; and to extend the right of suffrage to 
all freeholders of unblemished character. 
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There can be no question that the changes 
thus required to be made in the policy of the 
Massachusetts government were both liberal and 
gracious ; but the people, having adopted a form 
of polity which they believed to be best in ac- 
cordance with their religious faith, were not dis- 
posed to admit any alterations which might afford 
a precedent for future interference. They there- 
fore only so far complied with the requirements 
of the king as to conduct judicial proceedings in 
his name. 

This sturdy adherence to the principles they 
had espoused was promptly seized by cert^ 
designing persons in England, who were eager 
for an opportunity of renewing their charges 
against the Massachusetts authorities. To their 
complaints Charles himself lent no unwilling ear ; 
and while protesting his willingness to preserve 
the provincial charter, he determined to ascer- 
tain how far the people of Massachusetts had 
transcended its provisions. 

It was speedily understood that commissioners 
would be appointed to supervise the colonial go- 
vernment, and that they would be supported by 
an English fleet intended for the reduction of 
New York. A commission was in fact issued 
soon after to Sir Robert Carr, Colonel Nichols, 
George Cartwright, and Samuel Maverick — the 
latter a determined enemy to the Massachusetts 
colony. The safety of the charter was imme^ 
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diately provided for; preparations for defence 
were made, and a day of solemn fast speedily 
appointed. 

The commissioners reached Boston toward the 
close of July, 1664, and at once demanded that 
troops shordd be levied to assist in reducing 
the Dutch. Impatient at the delays to which 
they were subjected, they re-embarked on board 
the fleet, and set sail for New York. The 
bloodless reduction of the territory known as 
New Netherland to the authority of England, 
rendering the duties of the commissioners com- 
paratively easy ; they returned to Massachusetts 
in the spring of 1665. In the mean time, the 
authorities of the latter colony had prepared 
a strong remonstrance against the threateined 
infringement of their charter, and petitioned, 
at the same time, that the powers of the com- 
missioners should be revoked. 

But even the warmest friends of Massachu- 
setts in England were indisposed to support the 
justice of a protest they could neither under- 
stand nor appreciate; nor did the subsequent 
high-handed measures of the commissioners them- 
selves lead men to see that the authority under 
which they acted was wholly unconstitutional. 
Their arbitrary and overbearing conduct was 
well calculated to increase their unpopularity. 
The regular authorities refusing to assemble 
the freemen of the colony, the commissioners 
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assumed the sole responsibility of doing so, and 
issued the order for a convention under their 
own names. Holding themselves as vested with 
powers superior to those with which the people 
had clothed the colonial magistrates, they ex- 
tended their protection to persons under prose- 
cution ; and recognising the right of appeal to 
themselves, in a suit already decided by the pro- 
per judge, they opened the case anew, and sum- 
moned both parties to appear before them* 
Against this encroachment upon their acknow- 
ledged privileges, the general court strongjy 
protested ; and, as a matter of conciliation, of- 
fered to hear the cause over again in the pre- 
sence of the commissioners : but this proposition 
was rejected. 

While the dispute was still unsettled, the 
commissioners visited New Hampshire and 
Maine. A hasty decision pronounced the claims 
of Mason and Gorges to those territories to 
be valid; and annulled, at the same time, the 
jurisdiction of Massachusetts. After suppress- 
ing the old authorities, and appointing new, 
they returned to Boston. Exasperated by these 
summary measures, the general court demanded 
an interview with the commissioners. This, how- 
ever, the latter indignantly refused, and having 
reported the conduct of Massachusetts to the 
king, with more vindictiveness than became their 
station, they were recalled in- 1666; and, at the 
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same time, the general court was ordered to 
send deputies to England, to answer the charges 
preferred against the province. By a cautious 
and temporizing policy, and by presents of masts 
and provisions judiciously timed, the imminence 
of the danger was averted. But the ultimate de- 
sign of the king was suspended, not abandoned. 

The great plague and the fire of London 
occurred to prevent him from immediately car- 
rying out his plans ; and for several years subse- 
quent to the recall of the commissioners, the 
New England provinces continued in the enjoy- 
ment of their ancient privileges without inter- 
ruption. 

Governor Bellingham, a man of great- learning 
and integrity, was continually re-elected until 
1670. During this period the province greatly 
increased in wealth and population. Anjexten- 
sive and profitable traffic in lumber and fish was 
carried on with Spain, Portugal, and the West 
Indies, the commercial restrictions which had 
been imposed in England being systematically 
and resolutely evaded. 

From the period of the Pequod war until 1675, 
the colonies of New England had been enabled 
to preserve amicable relations with the neigh- 
bouring Indians, many of whom, by the unwearied 
exertions of Eliot and Mayhew, and other de- 
voted miissionaries, were induced to embrace 
the Christian religion. These converts, how^ 
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ever, were mostly confined to the smaller Indian 
communities ; the powerful tribes of the Narra- 
gansets and the Wampanoags, or Pokanokets, 
still retaining the belief of their fathers. 

Of these two warlike nations, one, by the rapi4 
spread of the English plantations, was shut in 
between Plymouth and Connecticut; and the 
other confined mainly to the narrow peninsulas 
formed by the northern and eastern branches of 
Narraganset Bay. 

Being in a measure constrained, from time to 
time, to part with portions of their territory to 
the colonists, the limits of their ancient hunting- 
grounds became gradually circumscribed within 
bounds which admitted of being watched by the 
English. Thus forced back by the advancing 
tide of population, Philip of Pokanoket, chief 
of the Wampanoags, the son and successor of 
the friendly sachem Massasoit, began' to grow 
restless under the various restraints to which his 
own movements, and those of his tribe, were 
subjected. Canonchet, the sachem of the Narra- 
gansets, a tribe at this period numbering a 
thousand warriors, was scarcely less uneasy. 
The Wampanoags themselves boasted seven hun- 
dred fighting men. Suspicion of hostile designs 
abeady rested on Philip, who had been com- 
pelled to surrender the firearms in his possession, 
and to enter upon stipulations, which failing 
to comply with, he was in consequence, subse- 
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quently mulcted by the Plymouth authorities in 
a heavy fine. 

An Indian convert, who had resided for some 
time at Mount Hope in the service of Philip, on 
^returning to Cambridge to resume his former 
office of teacher there, charged Philip with being 
engaged in planning an extensive massacre of 
the English. The haughty chieftain was at once 
Sent for to answer the accusation, and although 
his replies were scarcely considered satisfactory, 
was permitted to return to his tribe. A short 
time afterward, the treacherous informer was 
waylaid and murdered by three of Philip's 
people, who themselves were subsequently 
seized, tried by a mixed jury, condemned, and 
V executed. 

Eager to revenge the death of their compa- 
nions, a party of warriors, on the 24th of June, 
fell suddenly upon the frontier settlement at 
Swanzey, and slew some eight or nine English. 
Already some houses had been burned in the 
neighbourhood of Mount Hope, and their in- 
habitants driven oflT. Magnified by terror, the 
belief in an extensive conspiracy quickly spread. 
Plymouth, as the most exposed, quickly took 
measures for defence, and within four days from 
the attack on Swanzey, a party of horse from 
Massachusetts set out to form a junction with 
the Plymouth forces. 

These troops succeeded in capturing, with but 
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little resistance, .the Wampanoag • villages at 
Mount Hope ; but they were already partially 
abandoned. Crossing the bay, the Pcovincials 
next penetrated the Narraganset country, and 
constrained that powerful tribe to deliver up 
hostages for the maintenance of peace. 

In the mean time Philip, driven from his pa- 
ternal home, and forced into a war in opposition 
to his own wishes, sought refuge among the in- 
land tribes, whom he speedily succeeded in win- 
ning over to his assistance. The hatchet was 
soon after uplifted all along the entire frontier 
of New England, and the usual horrors of Indian 
warfare speedily followed. Its desultory cha- 
racter only rendered it the more alarming. The 
feeble, outlying villages were the first to experi- 
ence the vengeance of the exasperated savages. 

On the second of August, Captain Hutchinson 
and sixteen men fell into an ambush and were 
killed. The same day Brookfield was attacked, 
and devastated. The river Indians now joined 
in the war. Deerfield was burned ; Northfield 
was abandoned. Captain Beers, with twenty of 
his men, while hastening to the relief of North- 
field, fell victims to the vigilance of outlying 
savages. On the 18th of September, Captain, 
Lathrop, with an entire company of eighty picked 
men, experienced a similar fate. Springfield was 
next partially burned ; and an imsuccessful at-^ 
tempt was made, on the 19th of October, to. 

12 
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capture the town of Hatfield. These successes 
stimulated the Indians on the Merrimack to 
commence hostilities also. The alarmed settlers 
upon the Massachusetts frontiers were driven in 
toward Boston, and the whole colony was thrown 
into a fever of excitement. Imagination now 
lent its aid to swell the extasy of terror. Strange 
signs and configurations were seen in the heavens. 
An Indian bow, distinct in shape, was beheld by 
credulous persons in the sky. Spectral horse- 
men bestrode the clouds, and th^ rush of their 
invisible steeds was heard through the air. The 
moon was eclipsed, and displayed in the centre 
of its orb the figure of an Indian scalp. Fanati- 
cism saw in the war, and the ominous portents 
by which it was said to be accompanied, a judg* 
ment upon their sins; and the general court, 
after deliberate consultation with the elders, 
recounted many little follies and vanities 
which had of late been fostered and encouraged, 
especially by the younger portion of the com- 
munity. 

The commissioners for the New England colo- 
niies met in September, and resolved to make 
common cause in carrying on the war. A thou- 
sand men was at once ordered to be raised for 
the general protection of the plantations, and 
an equal number was soon after directed to be 
levied for an expedition against the Narragaiw 
sets, who, though not in arms themselves, were 
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cbarged with encouraging and Bheltering the 
hostile tribes. 

On the 18th of December these troops, led by 
Josiah Winslow, entered the Narraganset coun- 
try. The following day, after wading with 
difficulty through a deep snow for fifteen miles, 
they came in sight of the numerous wigwams of 
the enemy, clustered upon a small island in the 
midst of a morass, and protected by a palisade 
of logs and a thick and almost impenetrable 
hedge. Through the only entrance into this 
enclosure, exposed to a perfect blaze of fire from 
the sheltered Indians within, the captains reso- 
lutely adva^nced at the head of their respective 
companies. Six of these gallant officers were 
shot dead in the fierce struggle which ensued. 
For two hours, with varying fortune, the fight 
was maintained ; but at length the Indians gave 
way, the fort was carried by the assailants, and 
nearly six hundred wigwams were immediately 
in a blaze. ^ The winter's store of provisions was 
consumed, and hundreds of the aged, the timid, 
and the weak perished in the flames. The sur- 
vivors of this terrible massacre, driven shelterless 
into the forest, deprived of food, and in constant 
terror of ptirsuit, dragged out a miserable exist- 
ence, until, weakened by famine and stricken by 
exposure, many of them died. Others, infuriated 
by their disasters, joined with roving bands of 
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Indians and revenged themselves by falling upon 
the frontier settlements. 

On the 10th of February, 1676, Lancaster 
was burned, and forty of its inhabitants killed 
or carried avray into captivity. Groton and 
Chelmsford were also subjected to repeated 
attacks. On the 21st, Medfield, a village within 
twenty miles of Boston, was vigorously assaulted 
and one-half of the houses laid in ashes. War- 
wick and Providence, towns in Rhode Island, 
were next wholly or partially destroyed. The 
whole of the Narraganset country was aban- 
doned. The colony of Plymouth bled at every 
pore. At Pawtucket a company, commanded 
by Captain Pierce, was almost annihilated. 
Another, under Captain Wadsworth, experienced 
a similar fate. But the injurie's inflicted by the 
savages were not equal to the endurance of the 
English. Armed parties scoured the forests in 
every direction. Deprived of their accustomed 
supplies of food, many of the India/is suffered 
all the pangs of starvation. On the Connecticut, 
an encampment, consisting of a large number of 
hostile Indians, was surprised on the 19th of 
May by a strong volunteer detachment under 
Turner and Holyoke, and almost completely 
annihilated. The Narraganset country was 
overrun, and Canonchet, the chief sachem, taken 
a prisoner. Glorying in the resistance of the 
Indians, he refused the offer of his life on con- 
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dition of procuring a peace. He received his 
sentence of death heroically. « I like it well," 
said he. «I shall die before I speak any thing 
unworthy of myself." 

Philip himself, hunted from place to place and 
deserted by his allies, after vainly endeavouring 
to prevail upon the Mohawks to take part in the 
contest, desperately returned to Mount Hope 
with the shattered remnant of those who still 
clung to him. Being closely pressed by the re- 
nowned partisan, Captain Church, his wife and 
son fell into the hands of his pursuers, and he 
himself escaped with diflSculty. A few days 
after he was again surprised in his hiding-place ; 
and while his terrified followers were offering a 
feeble resistance, he was shot dead by an Indian 
fighting in the ranks of the English. His cap- 
tive son was transported to Bermuda and sold 
as a slave. Thus ended King Philip's war, dis- 
astrous alike to the conquerors and the conquered. 
Thirteen villages had been destroyed, six hun- 
dred houses laid in ashes, and more than that 
number of English had perished by the hands 
of the infuriated savages. On the other hand, 
the losses sustained by the Indians were immense. 
The great tribes of the Wampanoags and the 
Narragansets had been nearly annihilated ; and 
of those who had escaped, but very few ever ven- 
tured to return to their ancient hunting-grounds. 

12* 
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CHAPTER X. 

Charter of Massachusetts threatened — Agents sent to England 
— Their return — ^The charter vacated — Dudley appointed 
president — Andros appointed governor of all the New Eng- 
land provinces — His exactions and tyrannical conduct — 
Revolution in England — Insurrection in Massachusetts — 
Deposition and imprisonment of Andros — Bradstreet chosen 
president — War between England and France — Activity of 
Frontenac — Cocheco devastated — Pemaquid attacked and 
taken — Schenectady burned — Settlement at Salmon Falls 
surprised — Capture of fort at Casco Bay — Phipps captures 
Port Royal — Expedition to Canada — Its ill success — Issue 
of paper money — ^New charter of Massachusetts — Phipps 
appointed governor — Salem witchcraft — Cotton Mather — 
Spread of the delusion — Its terrible effects throughout the 
colony — Execution of Mr. Burroughs — ^Flight of the Brad- 
streets — Accusation of Lady Phipps — Reaction — Conduct 
of Judge Sewell — Of Mr. Parrish. 

In the mean while, during the progress of a 
war which laid nearly one-half of the English 
settlements in ruins, the privy council of 
Charles II. were meditating the recall of the 
Massachusetts charter. On the 10th of June, 
while the contest was still raging on the northern 
frontiers, Edward Randolph reached New Eng- 
land, bearing a letter to the Massachusetts 
authorities, commanding them to send over com- 
missioners to answer charges preferred against 
the colony. These commands were reluctantly 
complied with, and William Stoughton and Peter 
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Bulkley were despatched with a memorial from 
the general court, having particular reference 
to the right of jurisdiction exercised by Massa- 
cliusetts over Maine and New Hampshire. 

The committee appointed in the early part of 
1677 to examine the charters, having pronounced 
the title to the territory of Maine to be vested 
in the heirs of Gorges, Massachusetts sought to 
put an end to the dispute by purchasing the 
charter of that province from the proprietaries 
for twelve hundred and fifty pounds. 

The agents from Massachusetts being entrusted 
with powers expressly limited, found but little 
favour from the English ministry. They re- 
turned to the province in 1679, other agents, 
clothed with fuller authority, being demanded 
by the king. But the fate of the charter had 
been predetermined. Firmly resolved not to 
surrender by a voluntary act those rights and 
privileges which had been formally granted the 
original founders of the province, the general 
court instructed their agents to that eflfect ; and 
a quo warranto having been issued, they declined 
contending with tHe king in a court of law. 
Such being the case, the suit steadily progressed 
to a close without opposition, and on the 18th 
of June, 1684, the charter was adjudged to be 
vacated. This judgment being subsequently 
confirmed, a copy of it was despatched to the 
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colony, where it arriyed on the second of July, 
1685. 

From 1673 to 1679, John Lererett had been 
annually elected goyernor of the colony. At 
his decease, he was succeeded by the aged Brad- 
street, almost the only suryiyor of the earlier 
colonists. The latter was regularly chosen 
chief magistrate until the charter was annulled, 
when James 11., who had succeeded to the 
English crown, commissioned Joseph Dudley, 
a son of the former goyernor of that name, as 
president, until a goyernor should be regularly 
appointed. Sixteen others were associated with 
Dudley, and the joint commission was also au* 
thorized tp exercise authority oyer Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Narraganset. 

This was, however, but a temporary arrange- 
ment. Toward the close of 1686, Dudley was 
superseded by Sir Edmund Andres, who was 
transferred from the chief magistracy of New 
York and appointed goyernor of all the New 
England proyinces. 

The supple and subseryient character of An- 
dres had abeady preceded him. His arbitrary 
conduct soon rendered him still more unpopu- 
lar. Under the specious pretcjrt; that the for- 
feiture of the charter had invalidated all the 
titles to land in the colony, and th^t the fee wa^ 
in the crown, he required a confirmjation <rf al^ 
deeds under his own hand, for which he exacted 
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the ino9t exorbitant charges. In this measure 
he was supported by Randolph, who, had been 
appointed colonial secretary and judge of pro- 
bate. By the consent of at least a portion of 
his council, he proceeded to levy taxes in an 
equally arbitrary manner, and subjected to fine 
and imprisonment various respectable citizens, 
who, disputing the legality of the measure, firmly 
refused payment. A respectful address to the 
king failing to put a stop to the rapacity of his 
governor. Increase Mather, one of the most 
popular clergymen in the province, was selected 
to proceed to England and endeavour to obtain 
some relief from the grievances under which the 
colonists laboured. 

But events were maturing in England by which 
the gubernatorial career of Andros was brought 
to an unexpected close. In the- spring of 1689, 
a rumour reached Boston that William Prince 
of Orange had successfully accomplished a 
Woodless revolution in the mother country, 
and that James II. had fled the kingdom and 
taken refuge in France. Without waiting for 
the tidings to be confirmed, the people of Massar 
chusetts immediately assembled in arms, gained 
possession of the fort, and seizing Andros, Ran- 
i^olph, and other obnoxious persons, placed them 
in strict confinement until they could be sent to 
lEngland. 
' 'Until instructioAs should be received from 
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abroad, a council of safety, of which the vene- 
rable Bradstreet was appointed pre3ident, was 
organized to administer the government in the 
form in which it existed under the charter. 

In a few weeks, the success of the Protestant 
revolution, and the accession of William and 
Mary to the throne of England, was placed be- 
yond a doubt. The Council of Massachusetts 
was oflScially recognised, and ordered to continue 
the government in the ancient manner until the 
king's further pleasure should be made known. 

In the mean time, war had been declared 
between England and France. Count Pront^nac, 
the governor of Canada, having been prevented 
from invading New York by the necessity of de- 
fending his own territory against an irruption 
of the Five Nations, encouraged his Indian allies 
to undertake a number of smaller enterprises 
along the exposed frontiers of New York and 
New England. 

On the night of the 27th of June, 1689, the 
Penacook warriors, led by Castine, surprised 
Cocheco, partly destroyed the village, and killed 
or bore away into captivity fifty-4;wo of the in- 
habitants. 

The Penobscot Indians, influenced by a French 
priest, next invested the stockade fort at Pema- 
quid, on the Merrimack, and after a siege of 
two days, compelled the garrison to surrender 
themselves prisoners of war. In mid winter, a 
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party of French and Indians from Montreal, 
after wading through the snows for three weeks, 
fell suddenly upon the village of Schenectady, 
burned many of the houses, and massacred sixty 
of the inhabitants. In the early spring of 1690, 
the brutal Hertelle, with a mixed party of French 
and Indians, surprised the village at Salmon 
Falls, killed nearly all the male inhabitants, and 
led off into captivity fifty-four persons, mostly 
women and children. Forming a junction with 
a third party of his countrymen, Hertelle next 
attacked the fort at Casco Bay, destroyed by 
stratagem a part of the garrison, and captured 
the remainder. 

Impressed with the danger to which the eastern 
colonies were exposed, the government of Massa- 
chusetts fitted out at its own expense an expedi- 
tion against Port Royal, in Acadia, the command 
of which was given to Sir William Phipps, an 
officer who, by the force of native energy alone, 
had raised himself from the humble condition of 
a farmer's boy to rank and station. The enter- 
prise proved successful in every respect. Port 
Royal was captured, and possession taken of the 
whole territory. Leaving a part of his troops 
to garrison his conquest, Phipps returned in 
triumph to Boston. 

He had scarcely reached that city before he 
Was appointed to command the naval forces in 
an expedition which, at the instigation of Massa- 
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chusetts, New York and the New England colo-, 
nies had consented to organize against Canada. 
The enterprise proved wholly unsuccessful. The 
land forces under Winthrop, taken principally 
from New York and Connecticut, and intended 
to march against Montreal — ^in the midst of 
complaints and bickerings among the men, and 
mutual recriminations between Winthrop and 
Milbourne, the commissary — ^proceeded as far as 
Lake George, when provisions became scarce, 
and the small-pox broke out among the troops., 
These disasters, joined to the insubordination, 
which had crept into the army, speedily occa- 
sioned its disbandment. 

The fleet under Phipps, consisting of thirty- 
two vessels, having on board two thousand men, 
had sailed in the mean while from Boston, with 
the intention of surprising Quebec*. Nine weeks 
were spent in the cautious ascent of the St. Law- 
rence, during which time Winthrop *s expedition 
had been broken up. Relieved from the defence 
of Montreal, Frontenac, apprized of the advance 
of Phipps, hastened to strengthen and reinforce 
Quebec. An attack \inder these circumstances 
not proving advisable,' and the approach of win- 
ter preventing the operations of a siege, the 
provincial fleet returned home without effecting 
any thing. This want of success fell the more 
heavily upon Massachusetts, inasmuch as the^ 
great burden of the expense was borne by that. 
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colony. The pressure of the debt thus created 
^iras partially relieved by the issue of bills of 
credit, this being the first introduction of paper- 
iQoney into the American provinces. 

Massachusetts continued to be governed by 
the aged Bradstreet and his council, until the 
year 1692, when a new charter was granted by 
the king, the prcr\risions of which were scarcely 
so favourable as the people had been led to hope. 

Under the new charter, the king reserved to 
himself the appointment of governor, lieutenant- 
governor, and secretary, and a negative within 
the term of three years upon all laws passed 
in the colony. The elective franchise was ex- 
* tended to every^inhabitant whose personal estate 
amounted to fhrty pounds sterling, and to every 
freeholder whose annual income exceeded forty 
shillings. By the style and title of " The Province 
of Massachusetts Bay," the new patent embraced 
within its jurisdiction the Plymouth colony, the 
province of Maine, and the territory of Acadia 
or Nova Scotia. At the instance of the agents 
in England; Sir William Phipps, always popular 
in. the province, was commissioned as governor. 
William Stonghton, an excellent scholar, and a 
gentleman of good legislative abilities, received 
the appointment of lieutenant-governor. 

It was at the beginning of this year, that 
many persons^ of piety and good understanding 
w^» again led to believe in the ^eat pre^ralence 

13 
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of witchcraft in the province. Prominent among 
the most credulous of these was Cotton Mather, 
son to the Reverend Increase Mather, for some 
time past the agent of Massachusetts in England, 
and himself a clergyman. Mather had already 
written a book upon the subject of witchcraft, 
published some three years before, in which he 
had expressly avowed- himself a believer in the 
existence of wizards and witches, and in their 
ability to hold intercourse with evil spirits. 
Many others also entertained similar opinions, 
and this credulity had been fortified by the 
strange conduct of four Boston children, who, 
in 1688, by affecting to be afflicted in various 
ways, had procured the accusati^ and execution 
of an old Irish servant woman, against whom the 
oldest daughter of the family, a girl of thirteen, 
had imbibed a strong dislike. These children, 
probably imitating at first the example of their 
artful sister, and subsequently encouraged to 
persevere by the sympathy they excited, would 
bark like dogs, pur like cats, pretend to be lame, 
or halt, or blind, or dumb, and to have their limbs 
forced into strange; and unnatural shapes. At 
other times they would complain of being pinched 
by invisible hands, or would cry out that they 
were pricked, or tortured by the same unseen 
agency. 

The delusion was credited: and though it 
spread no further at that time, yet in ijf'ebruary, 
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1692, the children of Mr. Parris, the minieter at 
Salem village, now called Danvers, pretended to 
be seized in a manner simikr to those whose ex- 
traordinary case Mather had recorded as wit- 
nessed by himself, four years previous in Boston. 
. * The ala3*m of witchcraft was again sounded 
abroad. The ministers fasted and prayed with 
the distressed father. The villagers of Salem 
also fasted and prayed ; and the fear of demoni- 
acal influences becoming general, a day of fasting 
and prayer was specially set apart to be kept by 
the whole colony. The belief in witchcraft being 
thus solemnly recognised, and fostered, it T5ras 
not long before the delusion spread across the 
whole breadth of the province. The number of 
victims so rapidly increased, that many of the 
colonists, perfectly panic-stricken, became the 
accusers of others, lest they should be brought 
under suspicion themselves. The execution at 
Salem village of Mr. Burroughs, a minister 
of a blameless life, was a terrible instance of 
the power which the delusion exercised over the 
strongest minds in the community. For fifteen 
months this strange belief held full possession of 
the popular faith. During this period, out of 
twenty-eight persons capitally convicted of witch- 
craft, nineteen had been hanged and one pressed 
to death. The audacity of their accusers increas- 
ing with their success, at length led them to rashly 
fulminate charges against persons of station and 
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consequenoe. The 8ons of the a|^d Braddireety 
and many oth^ persons of eq«al rank and piety, 
had ajreadj been compelled to sedc safei^ in 
flight. One hundred and fifty indi-eduals, a 
portion of whom* hiwi previoudy occupied re- 
spectable stations in society^ were in prison 
awaiting their trial, and probable condemnation, 
when accusations of witchcraft were preferred 
against Lady Phipps, and ttgainst some of the 
nearest relatives of Increase Mather,^ who had 
returned to Boston, in May, with the new go- 
vernor. 

From the moment th^se last charges irexe 
made, a doubt began to be entertained of ike 
truth of those which had par^^ded them. A 
citizen of Boston bol<Uy met a similar acovusatioQ 
by arresting his accusers, and suing ihem for de- 
famation of character. The spell was dissolved. 
Those who had already learned to doubt, now had 
their doubts confirmed. Public opinion assiuned 
a healthier character; and, at the ensuing triak 
of those already imprisoned, but ikree out of 
fifty were convicted of practising forbidden acta, 
and these the governor immediately reprieved* 

The popular indignation now began to turm 
against the former witnesses, many of whom 
solemnly recanted their testimony, defending 
themselves on the plea of being constrained to 
perjure themselves in order to save their own 
lives. 
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A portion of the clergy, among whom was 
Mather, still persisted in asserting the truth of 
witchcraft; but this opinion did not prevent 
Sewell, one of the Salem judges, to publicly 
crare the prayers of the people for any errors 
he might have committed in the supposed dis- 
charge of his duty ; while Mr. Parris, the clergy- 
man from whose house at Salem village the de- 
lusion spread, finding that a solemn profession of 
repentance, publicly made, did not relieve him 
from the odium of the inhabitants, was finally 
compelled to resign his ministry, and seek a 
refuge elsewhere. 
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CHAt^TER XL 

Sir William Phipp»— Fort bmH atPdmaqnid^Tireatyiritli the 
eastern Indians— Dissatiifactbn in Mafsachnsetts — Diffi^ 
culties with Phipps — Summoned to England to answer 
charges-^His acqnittal and deatli — Stonghton's administra- 
tion — French and Indian hoetilitiea — Beacent oa Dttrham— ^ 
Kecapture of Port Royal — Destruction o( the fort at Pema- 
quid— Expedition of Church to the Bay of Fundy — AndoTer 
and Haverhill attacked— Peace of Ryawkfe— Arrival of Bad 
of Bellamont — His popular coarse — ^Dudley appointed go- 
vernor — ^Disputes wiUi the assembly — ^War between England 
France, and Spain — Settlements in Maine daatroyed— 
Burning of Deerfield — Charges against Dudley — tJnsno* 
cessful expedition against Port Royal — Expedition organized 
against Canada — ^Its disastrous result — ^Treaty of Utrecht — 
Unpopularity of Dudley — His recall — GoTemor Shute — ^His 
quarrel with the general court — Returns to England — Ad- 

* ministration of Dunmore — Governor Bumet — ^His difficulties 
and death — Arrival of Governor Belcher — War with Spain 
— Paper money agitation in Massachusetts— Removal of 
Belcher — Governor Shirley — War with France — Capture of , 
Louisburg — ^Treaty of Aix la Chapelle. 

Notwithstanding the favour with which the 
elevation of Sir William Phipps to the. chief 
magistracy was at first regarded by the people 
of Massachusetts, as an o£5cer commissioned by 
the crown, he could not be expected to retain 
his popularity for any great length of time with 
colonists accustomed to elect their own rulers, 
and jealous of all interference. Upon his ele- 
vation to office, the hostile Indians were at first 
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disposed to court a peace with the New England 
|)rovinces, but were eventually dissuaded from 
doing so by the intrigues of the French. Their 
sanguinary excesses on the Merrimack were, 
however, partially controlled by Fhipps, who, at 
the head of a small force, marched to Pemaquid, 
and, building a fort at that important point, left 
a competent garrison for its defence. 

The erection -«f this substantial military post 
BO effectually overawed the eastern Indians, that 
during the following year they renounced their 
allegiance with the French, and made peace with 
the English. Still the people were not satisfied. 
The construction of the fort at Pemaquid had 
burdened the colony, already heavily in debt, 
with an additional weight of taxation ; and the 
enemies of Phipps took advantage of the warmth 
of his temper to provoke him into altercations 
unbecoming his position. After quarrelling with 
the collector of the port, and inflicting personal 
chastisement upon the captain'of a man-of-war, 
iirticles of impeachment were preferred against 
him, which he was summoned to England to 
answer in person. On the day of trial, the 
charges were summarily dismissed, and the ac- 
count which Phipps gave of his administration 
having met with the approbation of the king^ he 
was about to return to the colony, when he was 
seized with a fever, which ended fatally in the 
month of Feblruary, 1695« Dttfing the absence 
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of Phipps in England, the exercise of supreme 
authority had devolved upon Stoughton, the 
lieutenant-governor, in whose hands the admi- 
nistration continued until the arrival of the Earl 
of Bellamont, as successor to Phipps, in 1698. 

The Indian treaty at Pemaquid did not remain 
long unbroken. In 1694, the war broke out 
afresh. Instigated by the missionary Thury, a 
party of warriors, led by French oflScers, fell 
suddenly upon the settlement at Oyster River, 
now known as Durham, and killed or made pri- 
soners of nearly one hundred inhabitants. Port 
Royal had already been recaptured by Villebon, 
and soon after the whole of Acadia returned to 
its ancient allegiance. On the 17th of August, 
1696, the fort at Pemaquid was besieged by a 
mixed force of French and Indians, and the gar- 
rison compelled to surrender themselves prisoners 
of war. iThe fort was laid in ruins, and the sur- 
rounding settlement devastated. Church re- 
taliated by destroying Beau Bassin, a French 
settlement in the Bay of Fundy. He even 
sought to dislodge Villebon from St. John's, but 
the attempt was not successful. 

Animated to renewed exertions by the 
successes of the French, their Indian allies 
spread themselves over the territory of Massa- 
chusetts. During the early part of 1697, they 
penetrated to within twenty-five miles of Boston^ 
attacked the towns of Andover and Haverhill^ 
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killed a paart df the rnhxiAbsntt^ 'and <»rried 
many others into eaptivity. Tbe treaty of Rys^ 
wick, proclaimed a^ Bostcm toward the close of 
the year, prodnced a temporary cessation of 
hostilities, while it resteored to each party the 
conquests that had be^ respectively xoade* 

BellionoBt, who had also been commk»ioned 
to govern Kew York and New Hampshire, did 
not assume personally the administration in Mas^ 
feachnsetts until 1699. fiis course was at once 
popular and conciliatory. He sought and main^ 
tained the friendship of tiie dergy by deferring 
to their religious epinbns, and by observing 
great punctuality and decorum in his attendance 
at chuitch and lectures. His affiEibilaty was not 
without its reward. The liberality oi tiie geneni 
court, with r^ect to his salary, was tta greater 
than ever kid been accorded to any preceding 
igovernon Upon the death of Bellamont' at New 
York in 1701^ the ambitious and unpopular 
Joseph Dudley was appointed governor of the 
province. His personal application for the o£5ce 
having proved sucoessfal, he reached Boston 
in June, 1702, and soon found himself engaged 
m a quarrel with that sturdy party of popular 
iien, some of whom had risen against the tyranny 
ef Andros, and still defended, to the utmost of 
&eir ability, the rights and privilege of the 
^people. Carrying out the royal ins^uctions^ 
2}udley demanded of the assembly that the 
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salaries of the governor and the crown o£5cers 
should be permanently fixed, and not established 
by an annual grant as heretofore. But as the 
consequence of this would have been Jo render 
the governor and his subordinates independent 
of the legislature, the house of delegates declined 
compliance with the instructions, and was sus- 
tained in the adoption of this resolution by the 
action of the council. 

In 1702, war having been again declared by 
England against France and Spain, preparations 
were actively made in Canada for a resumption 
of hostilities along the eastern frontiers. So 
perfect were the arrangements between the 
French and their Indian allies, that on the day 
of the 10th of August, 1703, a simultaneous 
attack was made by them upon all the English 
settlements in Maine lying between Casco and 
Wells. ' Most of the unfortunate inhabitants 
were either indiscriminately massacred or hur- 
ried off into an almost hopeless captivity. 

In March, 1704, Hertelle, at the head of 
three hundred and fifty Canadians and Indians, 
traversed the deep snows bordering the Con- 
necticut, and entering at midnight the village of 
Deerfield, applied the torch to the houses of the 
sleeping inhabitants. Awakened to their danger 
by the crackling of flames, and the shouts of 
bloodthirsty men, forty-seven of the inhabitants 
fell victims to the fury of their enemies, while 
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over one hundred others were taken prisoners to 
Canada. To revenge this barbarous onslaught, 
the veteran Church, the hero of King Philip's 
war, was sent with six hundred men against the 
French establishments on the Penobscot, an 
expedition which occasioned a great popular 
clamour against Dudley, who was unjustly ac- 
cused of abstaining from an attack upon Port 
Royal, out of consideration for the illegal traflSc 
carried on with that place with his mercantile 
friends. In 1705, a suspension of hostilities was 
proposed by the governor of Canada, but rejected 
by the general court, much against the desire of 
Dudley, who, by delaying the negotiation, suc- 
ceeded for two years in preventing the resump- 
tion of warlike operations. 

In 1707, hostilities recommenced. England 
had, in the mean time, promised to assist in the 
conquest of Canada ; but the reinforcement not 
arriving, Massachusetts, assisted by Rhode Island 
and New Hampshire, undertook an expedition 
against Port Royal. One thousand troops were 
raised for this service and placed under the com- 
mand of Colonel March; but the enterprise 
ended disastrously. The fort being found too 
strong to be carried without breaching artillery, 
the surrounding settlement was devastated, and 
the scattered hamlets along the coast reduced to 
ruin. The army being met at Casco Bay on its 
return home by commissioners from Massachu- 
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tetto, wat preTailed upon to make a second 
attempt upon Port Royal ; but the effort only 
occasioned a considerable loss of life from disease 
among tbe: attacldng fovceiE^ without inflicting 
any considerable damage upon the &Mmj. 

In 1708, tiid fierce HerteUe again left Canada^ 
and entering iiit yalley of the Merrimack, fell 
upon Haverhillin the gray of morning, plundered 
and set fbre to the houses, slew some fifty of the 
inhabitants, and, although hotly pursued, sue- 
eeeded in carrying off as. many more prisoners, 
into Canada.. 

To put Wk end to these daring incursions, the 
project of an invasion of Canada was revived. 
Bnt'the promised succours were delayed. And it 
was only by the solicitations of the governors of 
New York and tiie eastern provinces that Nichol- 
son and Yetch, sent, as agents to England, could 
obtain the^ assistance of two ships-of-war and 
ftve hundred marines. This aid, even with the 
addititm t>f Idne provincial forces^ which consisted 
of four Nev England regiments, not being suffi- 
eient to justify operations aeainst Quebec and 
Montreal, the army, under the command of 
ETicholswi and Vetch, embarked in transports 
and sailed to attack Port Royal. The capture 
of that important forta-ess proved,, from the> 
weakness and insubordination of its garrison, ait 
^sy • achievement. The commander reluctan%^ 
agi«ed to a capitulation. Acadia was once more: 
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IB th« hands of the English; but Yetoh, who, 
with four hundred men, was left to garrison the 
new possession, so<m found his post invested by 
the French and IncKafts. 

At length, in 1711, sneh imposing preparations 
for the conquest of Oanada were made by the 
English government, that the capture of l^at 
extensive French dependency was regarded as 
oertain even before the sailing of the fleet. This 
fleet, comprising fifteen ships of war and forty 
transports, was commanded by Admiral Sir 
Hoveden Walker. The land forces, which ao*- 
eompanied the expedition, consisted of seven 
regiments of regulars and a battalion of murines. 
li was intended that this formidable armament 
nbottld proceed to attack Quebec, while the pro- 
VHieial levies, already organi?^, marched to the 
assault of Montreal. As usual, the expedition 
i^mefully failed. Eight of the vessels were 
wrecked in the St. Lawrence on the 22d of 
August, with a loss, by drowning, of nearly sine 
hundred men. 

Glad of an excuse to abandon the expedition, 
Walker availed himself of the opportunity whidi 
this disaster afiWded hun, and ordermg the ves- 
Afiis to put back, ingloriously returned home, 
rejoicing that by the loss he hiid already suff^ed 
he bad been saved from hazarding the lives of 
ike rest of his command. From this period the 
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war languished until 1713, when it was ter- 
minated by the Treaty of Utrecht. 

Unpopular from the beginning, and regarded 
by many of the citizens as a degenerate son of 
their old and deeply venerated governor, Dudley 
could neither prevail upon the colonial delegates 
to carry out the king's instructions in respect io 
salaries, nor would they yield in the slightest 
degree to any measures which conflicted with 
their legislative independence. The debts in- 
curred in the prosecution of the late protracted 
wars pressing so heavily upon the colony as to 
depreciate the value of the paper currency, it 
was finallv concluded to seek monetary relief in 
the creation of a public or a private bank. To 
the scheme of private banking Dudley was op- 
posed ; and this opposition increasing the dislike 
of the wealthier class, a vigorous attempt was 
made to obtain the recall of the obnoxious go- 
vernor, which was soon after crowned with 
success. 

On the arrival of Colonel Shute as governor 
in October, 1716, the advocates of private bank- 
ing again attempted to carry out their views. 
Shute declared himself in favour of the public 
bank, and consented to relieve the still existing 
scarcity of money by a large additional issue. 
This mode of mitigation being subsequently re- 
sorted to from time to time, in answer to the 
public clamour, the bills quickly depreciated. 
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while no measure of permanent reKef could be 
devised by the general court. 

It was not long before Shute found himself 
engaged in a controversy with the assembly, by 
his rejection of Elisha Cooke, a popular leader, 
as a member of his council. The quarrel thus 
commenced, gradually extended through several 
years, until it embraced the question of per- 
manent salaries for the crown officers, which 
Shute attempted to exact in compliance with the 
royal instructions. The assembly, however, 
would consent to none other than annual grants ; 
and, in 1721, as the dispute grew warmer, de- 
clined to vote any salaries at all until the gover- 
nor should agree to offer no opposition to the 
bills the house was about to pass. Wearied out 
at last by continual opposition, Shute, in 1722, 
having obtained permission to visit England, 
secretly quitted the province, leaving the duties 
of his office to be fulfilled by Dummer, the lieu- 
tenant-governor, who continued for the next six 
years to administer the affairs of the colony. 
By judiciously yielding to the authority exercised 
by the general court, Dummer was enabled to 
carry on the government without much disagree- 
ment until he was superseded, in 1728, by the 
amiable and upright Burnet, previously governor 
of New York. Strictly adhering to the tenor 
of his instructions, Burnet soon became involved 
in disputes with the general court similar to 
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those whicli had imbittered the career of his 
predecessors. After a short time, these contes* 
tions unfortunately produced so great an eSect 
upon his health, that, being seized with a fever^ 
he died suddenly in September, 1729. 

Jonathan Belcher, the agent of the general 
court in England, was appointed to succeSd 
Burnet. He was authorized to compromise the 
long pending dispute in respect to salary by 
accepting a permanent annual grant of one 
thousand pounds. But, notwithstanding the fa- 
vour with which he was at this period regarded, 
the house, declining to sa<$rifice its independence^ 
steadfastly adhered to its system of annual i^ 
propriations. 

Unable to enforce his instructions. Governor 
Belcher at length consented to accept such 
yearly sums as the provincial delegates were 
disposed to allow. But, as the projects of the 
English government aimed at a complete restot'a- 
tion of the king's prerogative by coercing, the 
general court to strictly conform to the royal 
instructions, Belcher was finally relieved from 
his provincial dependence by receiving his salary 
directly from the royal exchequer. 

War breaking out between England and Spain 
in 1739, Massachusetts, in common with the 
other American provinces, was called upon to 
furnish its quota of troops to reinforce the im- 
posing armament which, under the command of 
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Gathcart, made, saon after, the disastrous attempt 
upon Garthagena. At the time this demand ivas 
made, the province was engaged in a bitter dis- 
pute with Belcher in relation to a re-issue of 
paper money. 

Belcher not only resolutely opposed extending 
the time for the redemption of the old paper 
currency, or the creation anew of a similar cur- 
rency, but distinctly denounced the various 
Schemes for joint-stock banking which agitated 
the community. The projectors of these asso- 
ciations were, however, more powerful than the 
governor. They obtained a large majority in 
the house of delegates ; and, while alarming Bel- 
cher with the fear of an insurrectionary move- 
ment to compel him to consent to their demands, 
were making secret applications in England for 
his removal. 

In this object, greatly to the astonishment of 
Belcher, they succeeded, and, in 1741, William 
Shirley, a popular lawyer of English extraction, 
but a resident of Boston for eight years preced- 
ing his advancement, was appointed to assume 
the administration of the province. The sagacity 
of Shirley, and his thorough knowledge of the 
people over whom he had been commissioned 
to preside, enabled him for some years to con- 
duct the affairs of his government much more 
smoothly than his predecessor. 

The first intimation received by Massachusetts 
14* 
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of a new war between France and England, was 
the capture of Fort Oanso, in Nova Scotia, by a 
party of Canadians. 

Annapolis, formerly known as Port Royal, 
was besieged soon after, but received timely 
relief through the activity of Shirley. The re- 
ports of the English prisoners of war captured 
at Ganso, and subsequently released on their 
parole, indicating the possibility of taking, by a 
vigorous assault, the strong fortress of Louisburg, 
the legislature of Massachusetts, by a majority 
of one vote, authorized the organization of an 
expedition for that purpose. Of the forces em- 
ployed in this bold undertaking, three thousand 
two hundred men were raised by Massachusetts, 
five hundred by Connecticut, and three hundred 
from New Hampshire. This gallant little army, 
commanded by General Pepperell, and subse- 
quently assisted by four ships of war under 
Commodore Warren, landed on the island of 
Cape Breton on the 80th of April, After two 
weeks' immense labour, the troops succeeded in 
dragging the siege-artillery through an inter- 
vening swamp. The subsequent operations 
against the fortress being conducted with equal 
vigour and resolution, on the 16th of June the 
garrison, consisting of about two thousand regu- 
lars and militia, surrendered themselves prisoners 
of war. 

The conquest of this important post encouraged 
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the colonies to entertain the old project of an 
invasion of Canada ; but after vast preparations 
'were made, and the provincial levies had ad- 
vanced as far as Albany, the British fleet failed 
to arrive, and the enterprise was abandoned. 
Disheartened by this failure, nothing further 
was attempted beyond the protection of the fron- 
tiers against the Indians, and the hasty assem- 
bling of troops at Boston, which, in 1746, was 
threatened by a French fleet consisting of forty 
ships of war, having on board three thousand 
veteran troops. 

The danger from the latter soon passed away. 
Sickness had greatly weakened the effective 
force of the French ; the Duke D'Anville, com- 
tnanding the squadron, died suddenly. The 
second in command committed suicide. A 
storm scattering the vessels, some were wrecked, 
and such as outrode the fury of the tempest re- 
turned, one by one, to various ports in France. 
From this time, the war was languidly conducted 
on both sides, and was. at length brought to a 
close, in 1748, 'by the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Prosperous condition of Massachusetts-— Duplicity of Shirley 
— He sails for England — The provincial laws — Their revi- 
sion advised by the English ministry — Cape Breton restored 
to the Frencfah—Chagrin of Massachusetts. — ^The province 
indemnified for the expense of the Louisburj^ expedition — • 
Returns to specie currency — Difficulties between England 
and France — Boundary dispute— >Acadia — French encroach- 
ment — The Ohio Company — Advance of the French — Cap- 
ture of unfinished works at the forks of the Ohio — George 
Washington — ^His skirmish with Jumonville — Retreats to 
Great Meadows — Capitulates and retires across the moun- 
tains — Convention at Albany — Union of colonies discussed 
— Plan of Franklin accepted — ^Its rejection by the colonies 
— Scheme of the Board of Trade — Action of Massachusetts 
— Arrival of Braddock-'^Plan of campaign — Expedition to 
Acadia — The Acadians — ^Their primitive manners — Their 
happy pastoral life— Success of the expedition — Deportation 
of the Acadians, 

In spite of the harassing nature of the war, 
and the pecuniary difficulties under which the 
people of Massachusetts laboured, the condition 
of the province continued prosperous. This has 
been attributed to the vigorous character of 
Shirley's administration ; but it was, doubtless, 
more owing to the indomitable spirit of the 
people themselves. Shirley unquestionably en- 
tertained views inimicable to provincial liberty; 
and only three months previous to the ratifica- 
tion of the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, he had 
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ecncerted -with CKnton, tke gOTernor of New 
York, during a social interview at Albany, a 
tdieme for. securing the independence of the 
governors by either forcing the respective pro- 
vincial assemblies to grant permanent salaries to 
the civic officers, or, failing in that, to so foment 
matters as to attain the same result by parlia^ 
mentary interference. To further these views, 
and also to lay before the English ministry his 
opinions in relation to the ulterior designs of 
the French, Shirley sailed for England during 
Ae month of September, 1749, leaving Sir 
William Phipps, the lieutenant-governor, to ad- 
minister the aflEairs of the province. Nearly 
four years elapsed before Shirley returned and 
reassumed the duties of his office. During this 
period, however, nothing of more importance 
occurred than the attempt made in 1752, by the 
English ministry, to procure a revision of the 
laws of the province. But as the ratification of 
the modified code was made dependent upon the 
approval of the king, the house of representa- 
tives, apprehensive of some secret encroachment 
upon their liberties, declined to unite with the 
council in recommending the measure, on the 
ground that, as the people were satisfied with the 
existing laws, it was unnecessary te make any 
alteration. 

By the Treaty of Aix-la-Ghapelle, all territory 
oaptured during the progress of the war re- 
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turned to its original jurisdiction. Under this 
provision, the English became repossessed of 
Madras, and the French of Cape Breton. As 
the people of Massachusetts regarded the latter 
as their own especial acquisition, the order to 
surrender Louishurg was received with consider- 
able dissatisfaction. The recognition of the 
claim of Massachusetts to be disbursed the ex- 
penses incurred in the expedition against Gape 
Breton tended, however, in a considerable de- 
gree, to reconcile the province to the surrender 
of the conquered territory, although some show 
of feeling was manifested among the people in 
respect to the manner in which the indemnity 
was proffered them ; they claiming it as a right, 
while • the English ministry would consider it 
only in the shape of a gift. After considerable 
discussion, the money, amounting to some eight 
hundred thousand dollars, was paid in specie to 
the proper authorities. Previous to its arrival, 
Hutchinson, the historian, at that time speaker 
of the house of delegates, supported by Shirley, 
who returned to his government in 1753, pre- 
vailed upon the general court to apply the indem- 
nity to the redemption, at a small discount, of 
the depreciated paper money then in circulation. 
This measure, though strongly opposed at first 
by the populace, from a misconception of its 
tendency, was immediately carried into effect, 
and the province was scarcely in possession of a 
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sound hard-money currency, before all factious 
opposition ceased, and wa^ succeeded by an 
almost universal feeling of satisfaction. 

It was not long subsequent to Shirley's return 
to Boston before the impression became general 
that war with England and France would be re- 
sumed at an early day. The Treaty of Aiz-la- 
Chapelle had tended, in no wise, to settle the 
original grounds of dispute. The boundaries 
between the French and English possessions were 
left undetermined, with the understanding that 
they should remain as they were previous to the 
war. Nothing could possibly have been a greater 
source of altercation than such an agreement. 
For twenty years previous to the war, the 
quarrel had constantly turned on territorial 
limits ; and as the question still remained open, 
both parties considered themselves justified in 
making their jurisdiction as extensive as pos- 
sible. 

By the Treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, the whole 
of Acadia, according to its ancient limits, was 
ceded by France to Great Britain. A diflSculty 
speedily arose as to how far the ancient limits 
of the territory actually extended. The French, 
contending that the Acadia yielded to England 
was confined to the peninsula now known as 
Nova Scotia, proceeded to take possession of the 
isthmus connecting it with the main land. Shel- 
t^ing themselves among the Acadians in the 
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town of Ckigoecto, th^ compiled tke iiib»bit- 
ants to swear aUegiance to the French so?e^ 
reign. After applying, unsaocessfnlly, for a&* 
•istance from MassaelinsettS) Oorawallis, the 
governor of Acadia, sent a detadiment of four 
hundred men to drive off the French, and re** 
cover the town. 

The first expedition returned without having 
accomplished its ptirpose; but in a second at^ 
tempt, made soon after, the Eaglish were snc-^ 
eessful, though not without loss of life. The 
position of the town on the: northern extremity 
of the Bay of Fundj, being one of importanee, 
Fort Lawrence was immediately erected, in order 
to secure its possession for the future. The 
French, however, stili maindiained their posts at 
the mouA of the St. John's lUver; and from 
ikeir alliance with the neighbouring Indian 
tribes, were enabled to keep possession of the 
disputed territory from Bay Vert to the Pe- 
nobscot. 

On the frontders c^ Virginia asid Pennsylva^ 
HJia similar difficulties had arisen* In 1749, tibo 
Ohio Company, an association con^osed of L<hi<- 
donmerchants^andVir^ia speculators, obtained 
a grant of six hundred thousand acres of land, 
on the east branch of the Ohio, or between tibe 
Monongahela and Kanawha rivers. Anticipatr 
ifig their design, the Count de la Galissodiiare^ 
governor-general of Canada, dmdng the 
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year, despatched an officer with three hundred 
men to trace out, and occupy the valley of the 
Ohio. In conformity with these instructions, 
De Bienyille and his command proceeded to take 
formal possession of the territory in question, by 
burying plates of lead at the mouth of every re- 
markable stream, forbidding, at the same time, 
the Indians to continue their traffic with the En- 
glish, and ordering all traders out of the country. 
From this time until the spring of 1754, ex- 
ploring parties were diligently thrown forward 
by both nations ; but the activity of the French, 
guided by one mind, and devoted to the achieve- 
ment of one object, was fair greater than that 
of the English. Already the form^ had estab- 
lished military posts at Erie, Waterford, and 
Venango. Dinwiddie, the governor of Virginia, 
writing to England for advice, had been ordered 
to expel the intruders by force. The mission of 
George Washington to the commandant of the 
French posts on the Ohio proving unsuccessful, 
Virginia granted ten thousand pounds toward 
the defence of the frontiers, and a party of 
forty-one men hastened, early in 1764, to build 
a military station at the confluence of the Alle- 
ghany and Monongahela Rivers. The military 
force of Virginia was increased to six hundred 
men; and of this regiment, Washington was 
commissioned as colonel. During the month of 
April, the working party at the forks of ^e 
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Ohio was suddenly attacked and driven off by a 
detachment of French under ContreeoMir, who 
took possession of the unfinished works; and 
haying enlarged, completed, and garrisoned it, 
named the fort thus acquired Fort Duquesne. 

The next month, Washington, who had hasten- 
ed to the defence of the frontier, encountered 
a detachment of French under Jujnonville. In 
the skirmish that ensued the enemy were de- 
feated with the loss of their leader. This suc- 
cess was, however, temporary. The enemy ap- 
proaching in force soon after, Washington was 
compelled to fall back with his command to a 
rude stockade fort he had thrown up at Great 
Meadows, where, in a few days, he was invested 
by some fifteen hundred French and Indians. 
After a brief, but spirited defence, the fort was 
surrendered on terms, the garrison being per- 
mitted to recross the mountains, bearing with 
them their baggage and equipments. Although 
war had not been formally declared, a rupture 
between France and England becoming inevi- 
table, the latter endeavoured to bring abouib that 
unity of action umong the colonies which the 
legislative independence of the respective as- 
semblies had hitherto prevented. 

With this view, a convention of commissioners 
from the several colonial assemblies was held at 
Albany, during the month of June, 1754. After 
renewing the ancient covenant with their alliea, 
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the Iroquois, tlie commissioners, turning to the 
consideration of provincial affairs, unanimously 
came to the conclusion that no plan of proper 
co-operation would be obtained but by a union 
of all the colonies. A committee, consisting of 
one delegate from each province represented, 
was accordingly appointed to draw up a scheme 
of union and consolidation. Of this committee 
Hutchinson, of Massachusetts, was appointed 
chairman. Another prominent member was Ben- 
jamin Franklin, early in life a poor printer's 
boy in Boston, but at this period one of the 
most influential men in Pennsylvania, whose as- 
sembly he represented in convention. The plan 
drawn up by Franklin, was the one finally adopt- 
ed. Its principal features were, the creation of 
a grand council, to be formed of members cho- 
sen by the respective provincial legislatures, 
which, with a governor-general, to be appointed 
by ^the crown, should be authorised to make 
general laws, and to raise money from all the 
colonies for the common defence. 

But this scheme, though approved of by the 
convention, was rejected by the colonial assem- 
blies, and regarded with distrust by the Board 
of Trade. The former were unwilling to concede 
any of their privileges, either to a central power 
chosen by themselves, or to one appointed by 
the crown. The latter, astonished at a provin- 
cial plan for a general government, complete in 
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itself, regarded it with disfayoor, as restricting 
too much the royal prerogative. But the most 
powerful cause of its rejection by the Board of 
Trade, arose from their having framed a plan of 
their own ; and, it is not improbable, that the 
call for a convention originated in the wish 
to impose their particular scheme upon the 
colonies. A few months after the close of the 
convention, their plan was submitted by Shirley 
to Franklin, whose opinion in regard to it was 
desired. The Board of Trade proposed the crea- 
tion of a grand assembly, to be composed of 
colonial governors, and select members of their 
respective councils. This grand assembly was 
to be clothed with power to originate measures 
of defence, and to draw upon the British treasury 
for the expenses they involved, the latter being 
reimbursed, subsequently, by taxes imposed on 
the colonies by act of parliament. 

Nothing, however, could be more distasteful 
to the colonies than appropriations involving 
taxation by parliament. To Massachusetts, the 
plan was peculiarly repulsive ; and Bollan, the 
agent of the province in London, was particu- 
larly instructed to oppose any thing that should 
"have the remotest tendency to raise a revenue 
in America, for any public uses or services of 
government.-' 

While these plans were undergoing popular 
discussion, Shirley was diligently engaged in 
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placing the eastern frontier of the province in 
a state of defence. Treaties with the Indians 
were renewed, and Forts Halifax and Western 
on the Kennebec, were built. 

Notwithstanding a desultory warfare had com- 
menced along the frontier, negotiations were 
still pending between England and France. 
Shirley, also, as commander-in-chief of the co- 
lonial forces, was actively engaged in organizing 
the provincial levies. Massachusetts contributed 
largely and liberally to accomplish this desirable 
result. Reinforcements consisting of two regi- 
ments of regulars, under General Braddock, 
who had been appointed commander-in-chief in 
America, were also on their way to America. 
Braddock had no sooner set sail, than France 
despatched additional troops to Canada, under 
command of the veteran Dieskau. 

Admiral Boscawen, with an English fleet, im- 
mediately sailed in pursuit. He arrived off New 
Foundland slightly in advance of the squadron 
he was ordered to intercept, but Dieskau was 
enabled to evade the English cruisers, and 
reached Canada in safety. 

Braddock no sooner reached America, early 
in the spring of 1755, than he called a conven- 
tion of colonial governors at Alexandria, in 
Virginia, for the purpose of consulting upon the 
plan of the campaign. Several expeditions, 
simultaneously conducted, were finally resolved 

16* 
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upon. One, under the direction of Lawrence, 
lieutenant-governor of Acadia, was to capture 
the French military posts asserted to have been 
built within the boundaries of that province. 
Colonel William Johnson, of New York, was to 
conduct a mixed force of provincials and Indians 
against the French works at Crown Point, near 
the head of Lake Champlain. Shirley, second 
in command to Braddock, was to dislodge the 
French from Niagara ; while Braddock, with 
his two regiments of regulars, and a few com- 
panies composed principally of Virginians under 
Colonel Washington, undertook, in person, the 
capture of Fort Duquesne. 

In the three latter expeditions Massachusetts 
had a considerable share ; seven thousand nine 
hundred men, or nearly one-fifth of the effective 
force of the province, being engaged in them. 
A considerable portion of these levies was des- 
tined to operate against the French posts in 
Acadia. 

Sixteen years before the landing of the Pil- 
grims at Plymouth, a small French colony had 
established itself upon the peninsula now known 
as Nova Scotia, but to which the early set- 
tlers had given the name of Acadia. With the 
lapse of time, the little colony gradually in- 
creased both in numbers and prosperity. Re- 
proached for their adherence to the Catholic 
feith by the more intolerant of their puritan 
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neighbours, they were not nnfrequently drawn 
into disputes wholly at variance with their quiet 
habits, and pastoral mode of life. At length, 
by the Treaty of Utrecht, Acadia became a 
province of Great Britain, True to the lan- 
guage, manners, customs, and religion of their 
forefathers, the old inhabitants still regarded 
France with undiminished affection, even while 
yielding submissively to the jurisdiction of 
England. This love of their native country 
more particularly displayed itself in their re- 
fusal to bear arms against her ; a feeling which, 
Armstrong, at that period lieutenant-governor, 
judiciously respected, and humanely required 
nothing more of the Acadians than to take the 
oath of allegiance to Great Britain. From their 
declining to participate in any contest between 
their countrymen and the English, this peace- 
ful people received the name of French neutrals. 
Forgotten, or neglected, by subsequent go- 
vernors, for nearly forty years, the simple Aca- 
dians continued to lead a life of quiet happiness 
and increasing prosperity. Their unwearied in- 
dustry had won &om the ocean, meadows of the 
richest verdure. Over these noble pastures 
roamed numerous flocks of sheep, and herds of 
the finest cattle. Clothed in garments derived 
from flax grown in their own fields, or from 
wool of their own shearing, and with all their 
domeatio wants supplied by their own labour. 
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tUs peojje bad almost realized a condition of 
Arcadian simplicity. Clustering in little com^ 
munities around their humble churches^ happy 
in their neutrality, and in the enjoyment of the 
products of their industry, they lived, fw the 
most part, free from contentions, pure in morals, 
and at all times affectionately disposed to assist 
one another. 

But with the colonization of Nova Scotia by 
England, terminated the happy existence of this 
primitive people. Envied for their prosperity, 
despised for their simplicity, and suspected for 
their religion, they soon began to suffer from the 
intolerance of the new settlers, and firom the in* 
justice of those in authority. 

France, desirous of restricting the province 
of Acadia to the peninsula, had erected the two 
Forts of Beau Sejour and Gaspareau, on the 
isthmus connecting Nova Scotia with the main- 
land. To the capture of these^ in the latter 
part of May, 1765, and while Boscawen, off 
New Foundland, was watching for the appear* 
ance of the French fleet, three thousand men 
embarked from Boston, under the coitamand of 
John Winslow. On their arrival at Chignecto, 
at the head of the Bay of Fuaady, they were 
joined by tiiree hundred regulars, under Colonel 
Monckton, on whom the command now devolved. 
Taken by surprise, the two f(H*ts fell into the 
hands of the EngHsh almost with^mt resistance;! 



dbyGoogk 



1765.] EXPULSION OF THE ACADIAOT. 177 

another detachment from the English forces, 
at the same time, took possession of the fort 
and village of St. John's, which had been burned 
and abandoned by the French. The conquest 
of ^11 the region east of the St. Groix River 
having been thus easily accomplished, the Aca- 
dians were called upon to take the oath of 
allegiance to Great Britain. To this demand 
they yielded readily, but could not pledge them- 
selves to serve against France. A few of their 
young men having been captured fighting at 
Beau Sejour, Lawrence, the lieutenant-governor, 
affected to fear a general revolt in the province, 
notwithstanding the French commander, in sur- 
r-endering the fort, had stipulated for the free- 
dom of the young Acadians, on the ground that 
they had taken up arms only through compul- 
sion. This plea had been admitted by the En- 
glish, by agreeing to the stipulation. A large and 
complete force was in possession of every strong- 
hold in the* province, and the inhabitants had 
given up, unresistingly, their boats and fire-arms, 
still Lawr^Qce pretended to be apprehensive of 
their pacific intentions. "They possess the 
best and largest tracts of land in the province^" 
said he. "If they refuse the oath it would be 
much better they were away." Their expulsion, 
detertnined upon from the first, wafl now at- 
t^ipted to be legalized by the mockery of a 
jodieial decision ; a plan having been secretly 
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arranged to seize them by surprise, mea, women, 
and children, and to distribute them through the 
several colonies. 

Alarmed at the foreshadowing of some mys- 
terious calamity, the Acadiaos offered to take 
the oath of allegiance in any form the authm- 
ties might desire ; but this act of meek sub- 
mission was now refused. Regarded by the 
prejudiced conquerors as "popish recusants," 
their deportation was resolved upon. 

Unconscious of what was to follow, all the 
male inhabitants of Acadia above nine years of 
age, in obedience to a general proclamation, as- 
sembled on the 9th of September, at places pre- 
viously indicated. At Grand Pr^ one of these 
posts, four hundred and eight unarmed men met 
together. Having been marched into the church, 
the doors of which were immediately closed, 
Winslow, commanding the Massachusetts forces, 
notified them that their limds and tenements, 
and their personal property, were forfeited to the 
crown ; and that they themselves were to be re- 
moved from his majesty's province of Nova 
Scotia. Theur wives and families shared this 
sudden blow. The homes they had quitted in 
the morning they were never to see again. This 
was not all. On the day of embarkation they 
were driven on shipboard at the point of the 
bayonet, not in families, nor in a single vessel, 
but divided according to 9ex, and in different 
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ships, destined for different colonies. By this 
heartless arrangement, husbands and wives, pa- 
rents and children, brothers, sisters, and be- 
trothed lovers, in spite of tears and agonizing en- 
treaties, were torn from one another, many of 
them never again destined to meet on earth. 

From the 10th of September to the middle of 
December, the work of embarkation went slowly 
on; the unfortunate Acadians being, in the 
mean while, crowded together on the coast, suf- 
fering from an insufficiency of clothing, and 
begging for bread. 

Seven thousand of these unfortunate people 
were thus callously deprived of their homes ; 
which, after their departure, were razed to the 
ground, to prevent them from affording a shelter 
to any of the exiles that should chance to return. 
Distributed among the colonies, more than a 
thousand were carried to Massachusetts, where 
they remained a public burden, until, heart-bro- 
ken and hopeless, they finally languished away. 
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CHAPTER Xni. 

Expedition against Crown Point— Port Edward bnilt— Ap- 
proach of Dieskau— Defeat and death of Colonel WilliamB — 
Battle of Lake George— Shirley's advance to Oswego— De- 
feat of Braddock— Expedition to Niagara abandoned— Shir- 
ley appointed commander-in-chief— His military projects— 
His recall — Loudoun appointed commander-in-chief— Arbi- 
trary laws passed by parliament — Capture of Osw^o by 
Montcalm— The provincial forces disbanded— Campaign of 
1757 — Loudoun's unsuccessful expedition to Louisburg — 
Fort William Henry captured by Montcahn— Extraordinary- 
panic in the provinces — ^Imbecile conduct of Loudoun — ^His 
quarrel with Massachusetts — Submission of the general 
court — Popularity of Governor Pownall — Campaign of 1768 
— Pitt's vigorous and popular measures — ^Abercrombie ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief— Embarks on Lake George — 
Advance 'against Ticonderoga — Skirmish and death of Lord 
Howe — Defeat of Abercrombie. 

While Lawrence, Monckton, and Winslow 
were engaged in the reduction of Acadia, John- 
son was collecting his troops at Albany, for the 
expedition against Crown Point. This enter- 
prise was one of especial importance to Massa- 
chusetts, who had furnished a considerable num- 
ber of the troops engaged in it, and the security 
of whose western frontier was thought to de- 
pend upon its success. 

Leaving Major-General Lyman to construct 
Fort Edward, at the portage between the Hudson 
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and the head iiraters of the Sorel, Johnson, 
with three thousand four hundred men, crossed 
to the southern shore of Lake George, and there 
encamped. 

In the meBlt time, the squadron in which Dies- 
kau embarked from France, haying escaped the 
English fleet off New Foundland, with the loss 
of two vessels, finally reached Quebec. Dieskau 
was imi&ediately despatched to Crown Point; 
from whence, at the head of twelve hundred 
Indians and Canadians, he advanced to attack 
Fort Edward. 

Having been apprized of Dieskau's approach, 
Johnson sent forward from his camp at Lake 
George, Colonel Ephraim Williams, a Massa- 
chusetts officer, with a thousand provincials and 
Indians to relieve the fort. Unconscious of the 
prorimity of the enemy, Williams, while march- 
ing carelessly along, fell into an ambush within 
three miles of the camp he had so lately quitted. 
After a brief btit desperate engagement, the 
detachment was compelled to retreat toward 
Lake George, closely followed by the victorious 
Dieskau. Among the killed was Williams, who' 
in anticipation of such an issue, had made his 
Will while passing through Albany, by whidh he 
bequeathed a sum of money to found the college 
at Williamstown, Massachusetts, which still 
beat's his name. 

Warned by the sound of approaching mufl- 



16 



dbyGoogk 



182 HISTORY OF MASSACHUSETTS. [1755; 

ketry, the troops at the camp hastily drew up 
from the lake shore two or three field pieces, and 
threw across their front a slight breastwork of 
felled timber. The design of Dieskau had been 
to follow close upon the fugitives, rush suddenly 
upon the camp, and by combining his forces 
upon one point, to break the line of defence. 
But the Indians and Canadians, habituated to a 
different kind of warfare, turned off into a thicket 
of trees upon a rising ground within gunshot of 
the English lines, from whence they opened 
their customary irregular fire. Notwithstanding 
this defection, Dieskau boldly advanced with his 
regulars only, and made a gallant attempt to 
force the centre of the lines ; but being received 
by a tremendous discharge of musketry, and 
by the fire of the field-pieces, he was compelled 
to fall back. For five hours the action was ob- 
stinately contested on both sides ; but the French 
regulars, not being sustained by their allies, 
began at length to show signs of faltering. No 
sooner were these indications discovered, than 
the Americans broke through their slight breast- 
works and drove the enemy from their cover. 

The loss of the provincials in this well-fought 
battle, amounted, in killed and wounded, to three 
hundred men. Johnson being slightly injured 
early in the action, the chief command devolved 
upon General Lyman. The brave Dieskau, 
though wounded in three places, still struggled 
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to retrieve the fortune of the day. One by one 
his gallant regulars were struck down, yet he 
still maintained the fight. Growing faint from 
loss of blood, he seated himself on the stump, of 
a tree, heedless of the balls that whistled around 
him. When his troops were routed, he ordered 
his attendants to place his military dress beside 
him, and dismissed them. In this position he 
was discovered by one of the pursuers, a French 
renegade, who fired at and mortally wounded 
him. 

In the mean time, Shirley, with his own and 
PepperelVs regiment, lately enlisted in New 
England, marched, in June, from Albany to 
Oswego, from whence he proposed to embark for 
Niagara, at that time an insignificant military 
station, garrisoned by about thirty French regu- 
lars. After capturing the post, he was to re- 
main there until joined by General Braddock^ 
then on his way to reduce Fort Duquesne. But 
while Shirley was engaged in constructing boats 
for his conveyance up the lake, news arrived of 
the defeat and death of Braddock. That brave, 
but rash and inconsiderate commander, disdain- 
ing the advice of Washington and other provin- 
cial officers, had fallen into an ambush, by which 
his regulars, after being terribly cut up by the 
fire of an unseen enemy, were compelled to re- 
treat in disorder. Braddock himself, mortally 
wounded, was carried in the arms of his men to 
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the vicinity pf Fort Necessity, where he died 
four days after the battle. 

These sad tidings disheartened the troops 
tinder Shirley, who were already broken down 
by sickness and the difficulties of the route. 
Delayed by severe storms, and straightened by 
a scarcity of provisions, Shirley, leaving behind, 
in the fort he had constructed at Oswego, a 
garrison of seven hundred men, finally conclud- 
ed to abandon the expedition, and return to 
Albany. At this place he was met by a com- 
mission creating him "commander-in-chief of 
all his majesty's forces in the American 
colonies." 

Knowing little of the art of war, yeet possess- 
ing great ambition and indefatigable industry, 
Shirley immediately began to project plans for 
future victories. In December, during a .con- 
gress of governors at New York, he concocted 
an imposing campaign for the following year* 
One of the objects at which he aimed was to 
drive the. French from the region of the lakes. 
Returning to Boston, he requested the assembly 
to co-operate with money and troops. Dissatis- 
fied with some of the results of the last cam- 
paign, they hesitated to involve the province in 
any further expense. An increase of debt 
would ruin them, they said, and " they hoped 
his majesty would graciously afibrd a sufficient 
force" to oppose their powerful enemy. Being 
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still pressed, they pleaded their inability to 
borrow the sum required, on account of the low- 
ness of their credit. To obviate this objetcion, 
Shirley offered to lend them thirty thousand 
pounds out of the moneys remitted for the sup- 
port of the king's troops, provided they would 
agree to repay the loan from an expected parlia- 
mentary grant to the colonies. To these con- 
ditions the assembly finally consented, and re- 
solved to raise three thousand troops. But 
the grant, which arrived soon after, was scarcely 
sufficient to reimburse the amount of the loan. 

In June, 1756, and in the midst of his prepa- 
rations for the approaching campaign, Shirley 
was recalled to England, for the purpose " of 
being consulted upon measures for carrying out 
the war." The Earl of Loudoun, to whom the 
governorship of Virginia was also given, was 
appointed to succeed him in the command of 
the army. 

With the design of restricting the indepen- 
dence of the colonial assemblies, and subordi- 
nating them to a military rule, acts of parlia- 
ment had been passed for quartering the troops 
in private houses, and degrading the provincial 
officers to a position below that of those com- 
missioned by the crown. The promulgation of 
these arbitrary laws roused a feeling of intense 
indignation throughout the colonies ; while the 
arrogant manner in which they were sought to 
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be enforced, tended greatlj to weakeii tiie 
affection of the Americans for the mother 
country. 

Notwithstanding the flattering manner in 
which he had been superseded in his military 
command, Shirley was disappointed itnd morti- 
fied. The loss of his government of Massachu- 
setts, which devolved upon Lieutenant-governor 
Phipps until a successor was appoiated, cha- 
grined him still more. To add to his anxiety, 
just before his departure to England, the di- 
sastrous intelligence arrived that the Marquis of 
Montcalm, who had succeeded Pieskau in com- 
mand of the French forces, had suddenly ap- 
peared before Oswego and captured its augmented 
garrison of fifteen hundred men, together with 
its stores and munitions of war, and the ship- 
ping in the harbour. 

When this bold achievement took place, the 
main body of the forces under Loudoun, after 
remaining for more than a month inactive at 
Albany, was ,on the march to Ticonderoga. 
General Webb with the advance, in a futile ef- 
fort to relieve Oswego, had reached the Oneida 
portage. Loudoun himself had been at Albany 
for two weeks. The destruction of Oswego 
caused Webb to &11 back precipitatdy. The 
main lurmy was recalled by Loudoun ; offensive 
opi^rations were abandoned ; and, after reinforcing 
Fort0 Edward and William, the provincials were 
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dismissed, and the regulars ordered into winter 
quarters. 

Such was the disastrous close of the campaign 
of 1756. To assist in the campaign of 1757, 
a congress of governors, held at Boston, in 
January, a^eed to raise four thousand men, 
whom Loudoun, greatly to the relief of the pro- 
vinces, offered to arm, equip, and victual. The 
principal part of the troops thus brought into 
action was posted at Forts William Henry and 
Edward. With the regulars thus relieved, and 
a British squadron under Admiral Holland, Lou- 
doun undertook the reduction of Louisburg. 
While he was wasting his time in drilling his 
troops and planting cabbages at Halifax, the ar- 
rival of a French fleet rendered the success of 
an attack doubtful, and he finally concluded to 
return to New York. The tidings which met him 
on his way were of the most momentous cha- 
racter. 

Thomas Pownall, appointed to succeed Shirley 
in the government of Massachusetts, reached 
the province in August. Owing to the deeease 
of Phipps, the administration for four months 
previous had been in the hands of the council. 
Scarcely had Pownall entered upon the duties 
of his office, before aH express arrived from Fort 
Edward with the alarming news of a French m* 
yasion. Notwithstanding sogoae doubts as to th^ 
constitutionality of the measure, Pownall imme* 
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diately issued orders for the militia to be in 
readiness to march at a minute's notice to the 
relief of the forts on Lake George. By a fur- 
ther stretch of his authority, he appointed Sir 
William Pepperell, who had been knighted for 
the conquest of Port Royal, to the command of 
the Massachusetts forces, with the new title of 
lieutenant-general. 

Intelligence of the fall of Fort William Henry 
reached Boston soon after. Ascending Lake 
George with a force of some five thousand regu- 
lars, Canadians and Indians, the energetic 
Montcalm, after an obstinate resistance on the 
part of the garrison, had compelled Monroe, the 
English commander, to capitulate on terms. The 
conditions of surrender were, that the garrison 
should be allowed to march out with the honours 
of war, and that they should be conducted to 
Fort Edward, some twelve miles distant, under 
the protection of a French escort suflSciently 
strong to secure them from the fury of the sa- 
vages. These terms Montcalm honourably at- 
tempted to fulfil, but no effort on the part of 
himself or his ofiScers could restrain the ferocity 
of his Indian allies. Excited by liquor, they 
sprang upon the English captives, and though 
Montcalm rushed among the uplifted tomahawks 
and entreated the savages to kill him rather 
than his English prisoners; and although his 
officers received wounds in defence of those 
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they attempted to succor, gome tfairtj of the gar- 
rison were slain in this barbarous onslaught, 
"while a number of others were hurried off into 
captivity. 

In the mean while, General Webb lay at Fort 
Edward with a force of six thousand men. Al- 
though repeatedly solicited by Sir William John- 
son, the conqueror of Dieskau, to send reinforce- 
ments to Fort William Henry, he timidly vacil- 
lated until the capitulation of the garrison 
rendered assistance no longer of any avail. 
Fearful of his own safety, Webb even hesitated 
whether to abandon his post or remain. 

The alarm which this incursion <»reated 
throughout the neighbouring provinces seems 
almost incredible. Christie, who commanded at 
Albany, wrote to the governor of Massachusetts 
in an agony of terror, "For God's sake," 
said he, " exert yourself to save a province; New 
York itself must fall ; save a country ; prevent 
the downfall of the British government upon 
this continent." 

The danger being thus magnified, Pownall, 
fiharing in their fears, ordered the inhabitants 
west of the Connecticut River to destroy their 
wheel carriages, and drive in their cattle. He 
«.lso despatched several regiments of militia to 
reinforce the garrison at Fort Edward; but 
after reaching the province of New York, they 
were met by a messenger from the imbecibi 
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Webb, with the information that their services 
were no longer necessary. Satisfied with the 
terror he had inspired, Montcalm was already 
on his way Dack to Canada. 

During the prevalence of this panic, the ar- 
rogant and inefiScient Loudoun reached New 
York. Unknowing what to do, he hurried from 
one place to another, and wasted the remainder 
of the season in preparations ending in nothing. 
He even, at one time, proposed to encamp on 
Long Island, for the defence of the continent. 

But while he was thus subjecting himself to 
the contemptuous criticism of provincial writers, 
and to the scarcely suppressed disgust of his 
subordinate officers, he was attempting to con* 
trol the colonial assemblies, by threatening to 
exert against them the extraordinary powers 
with which he had been vested by the English 
government. 

The Massachusetts general court had provided 
barracks at the castle, with fire, lights, and bar- 
rack utensils, for such of the British troops as 
might be stationed at Boston. Certain recruit- 
ing officers from Nova Scotia, finding the distance 
inconvenient, requested the justices of peace to 
quarter and billet them in the town, as provided 
for by the British Mutiny Act. The magistrates 
refased, denying that act to be in force in the 
colonies. Loudoun violently espoused the cause 
of his officers and threatened, if necessary, to 
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send eight regiments to Boston, to enforce the 
law, unless the demand was complied with within 
forty-eight hours. To avoid this extf emity, the 
general court, yielding to the solicitation of 
Pownall, passed a law of their own, embracing 
some of the principal provisions of the Mutiny 
Act, which they still persisted did not in its 
terms extend to the colonies. 

Pownall's course in this affair, leaning, as it 
did, to the side of the colonies, together with 
the general frankness of his manners, tended to 
make him very popular. His administration had 
entirely changed the politics of Massachusetts. 
Hutchinson was presently appointed lieutenant- 
governor; but the most of those who had sup- 
ported Shirley, and encouraged the English 
ministry to rule the province by means of the 
king's prerogative, had gone into opposition. 
Otis, a liberal, was promised a seat on the su- 
preme bench; while his son, a young lawyer of 
brilliant talents, and subsequently so well known 
as the most ardent defender of the cause of 
popular liberty, was appointed advocate of the 
Admiralty. 

William Pitt was now at the head of the Eng- 
lish ministry. Attributing the success of the 
French on the colonial frontiers to the unskil- 
fulness of the British commanders, in connection 
with the desultory efforts of the colonies, he 
rejected the policy of his predecessors, uid 
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planned the cionqnest of Canada by aiding the 
patriotism of the provinces with the resonrces 
of the govQjrnnient. Striking effectually at one 
fruitful source of dissatisfaction, he obtained, 
in December, 1757, the king's order that every 
provincial officer of no higher rank than colonel 
should have equal command with the British. 
For the campaign of 1768 he called upon thcJ 
governors for a levy of twenty thousand men, 
to be furnished with arms, ammunition, tents, and 
provisions at the charge of the crown. The 
expense of levying, paying, and clothing the 
men was required to be met by the colonies; 
but even this sum he promised shoidd be reim- 
bursed by parliament. 

Loudoun, at this time engaged in a quarrel 
with the general coiu*t, was recalled, Abercrombie 
having been commissioned to succeed him aa 
commander-in-chief. Pitt's requisition was re- 
sponded to with alacrity. Massachusetts voted 
to raise seven thousand men, to which were 
added some three thousand from the northern 
province. 

On the 5th of July, while Wolfe and Bos- 
eawen were besieging Louisburg, and General 
Forbes was slowly preparing to march againsi 
Fort Duquesne, nine thousand of the provincials, 
having formed a junction with seven thousand 
regulars, Aberctombie embarked on the placid 
waters of Lake Greorge, and mik balmears 
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waving in the wind, and to the sound of spirit- 
stirring music, this vast flotilla sailed down the 
lake to attack Ticonderoga. At n\ne o'clock 
the next morning the troops disembarked in a 
sheltered cove on the west side of the lake, and 
soon after took up their line of march through a 
dense wood, covering grounds uneven and rough. 
Over this rugged and intricate route, seven thou- 
sand regulars and provincials, led by inexpe- 
rienced guides, marched in a disorderly manner 
toward the fort. In the midst of this confusion, the 
right centre, under Lord Howe, second in com- 
mand to Abercrombie, and an officer on whose 
skill the confidence of the army mainly reposed, 
suddenly encountered a detachment of the ene- 
my, not exceeding three hundred strong. After 
a sharp skirmish the French were routed; a 
large number being killed, and one hundred and 
forty-eight taken prisoners. But this trifling 
victory was dearly bought. Lord Howe, fore- 
most in the fight, had been the first to fall. 
Sincerely lamented by his fellow-soldiers, his 
death was not less mourned by the colonies. 
Massachusetts testified her respect for his •me- 
mory, by voting him a monument in Westminster 
Abbey. 

After passing the night in the forest, Aber- 
crombie ordered a return to the landing-place. 
A new route had been opened by the energy of 
Bradstreet, an active provincial officer, who, 
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with a strong detachment, had rebuilt tb^ 
bridges which spanned the curving stream form-^ 
ing the outlet to Lake George, and had taken 
possession of a sawmill about one mile wd a 
half distant from the works at Ticonderoga. 

After reconnoitering the position of Mont- 
palm, Clerk, the chief engineer of Abercrombie, 
returned early on the morning of the eighth of 
July, and reported their lines practicable. Aber* 
crombie, without halting for his artillery to com^ 
up^ at once determined to advance, and carry 
the breastworks by storm. 

Montcalm, in the mean time, had not been idle. 
When the approach of the English was first re- 
ported, he called in all his outposts, and with 
the trooj)s thus concentrated, amounting in all 
to about thirty-five hundred men, he endeavoured 
assiduously to fortify his position as strongly as 
the limited time would permit. Labouring in 
common with his oflScers and men, he succeeded, 
by dint of extraordinary energy, in entrenching 
his camp in front of the fort, and by the momr 
ing of the eighth had nearly completed a for- 
mi(^able line of defence. His principal protec- 
tion consisted in a breastwork of logs, some 
nine feet in height, the ground before which was 
encumbered by trees felled with their branches 
pointing outward, and by stumps and rubbish of 
all sorts, the whole being interwoven so thick «§ 
to afford an excellent barprier against all acfffi^ 
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ants. Rejecting the advantage afiForded him by 
Mount Defiance, which being in his possession, 
and comman^ng the lines of the French, 
Ifould, by the use of a few pieces of artillery, 
have rendered them speedily untenable, and 
equally ignorant that the fortifications on 
his left were unfinished, Abercrombie made his 
disposition to storm the formidable defence in 
front. 

The British regulars, formed in three columns 
in rear of the provincials, were accordingly or- 
dered to advance and carry the breastworks. 
The troops of Montcalm, obedient to the com- 
mand of their sagacious leader, remained silent, 
without firing a single gun, until the storming 
party was entangled among the many obstacles 
by which their progress was impeded. At 
length, as they struggled* toward the trenches, 
the word was given, and an incessant and deadly 
fire was immediately opened upon the assailants, 
which swept off officers and men by hundreds. 
For three hours the English regulars contended 
with rash but heroic courage against impediments 
of the most formidable character ; but at length, 
being thrown into disorder, they commenced 
firing upon an advancing party of their own. 
The confusion thus created, speedily increased 
to a panic; and after losing, in killed and 
wbunded, over two thousand of their number, 
the attack was abandoned. Utterly overwhelmed 
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by his shameful failure, Abererombie hurried his 
troops to the landing-place, the same evening, 
with such precipitation that it required the exer- 
cise of great activity and determination, on the 
part of Bradstreet, to prevent them from rush- 
ing in confusion into the boats. Early the next 
morning, the whole army re-embarked, and re- 
turned up the lake, leaving provisions, entrench- 
ing tools, and other valuable stores in the hands 
of the enemy. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Surprise of Fort Frontenac by Bradstreet — Capture of Louis- 
burg — Washington takes possession of Fort Duquesne — 
Campaign of 1759 — Exertions of Pitt — Response of Massa- 
chusetts — Fort Niagara invested by Prideaux — His death — 
Defeat of the French and capture of Fort Niagara by Sir 
William Johnson — Desertion of Ticonderoga— Of Crown 
Point — Quebec invested by Wolfe — Battle of the Plains of 
Abraham — Wolfe and Montcalm mortally wounded — Sur- 
render of Quebec — Movements of Amherst — Goyernor Ber- 
nard — His speech to the Massachusetts legislature*— Respon- 
ses of the council and the house of representatives — Illegal 
conduct of the revenue officers — Writs of assistance — Hutch- 
inson appointed chief justice — James Otis — Opposition to 
the writs of assistance — Argu ment on behalf of their legality— 
The case argued— Speech of Oxenbridge Thatcher — Of James 
Otis the younger — ^Its effect upon the people — Unconstitu* 
tional act of Bernard — ^Its denunciation by Otis — Public 
avowal of his principles. 

Notwithstanding the mortification which at- 
tended the defeat before Ticonderoga, the sue* 
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cf 88 of the other expedition8 relieved Pitt from 
the charge of rashness, and amply justified the 
bold and vigorous measures he had so strenuously 
advocated. 

The army of Abercrombie returned gloomy and 
dispirited to Fort William Henry. At this place 
the energetic Bradstreet projected the surprise 
of Port Frontenac, on the northern shore of 
Lake Ontario. Having, at length, received a 
reluctant permission to make the attempt, he 
placed himself at the head of three thousand 
men, mostly provincials, seven hundred of whom 
were from Massachusetts, and, by marching with 
great celerity, suddenly appeared before the 
astonished garrison, on the 26th day of August. 
The next day the fort was surrendered. Nine 
armed vessels, and a large quantity of valuable 
stores, fell into the hands of the victors. After 
ravaging the fortress, and destroying seven of 
the vessels, together with such stores as could 
not be brought off, Bradstreet returned to Al- 
bany, having by this brilliant exploit gained the 
command of Lake Ontario, and facilitated the 
reduction of Fort Duquesne. 

During the progress of the disastrous expe- 
dition against Ticonderoga, General Amherst^ 
in conjunction with the fleet tinder Boscawen^ 
was engaged in the siege of Louisburg. Thef 
French ships of war in the harbour having 
been destroyed or taken, the garrison, to thef 

17* 
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number of five thousand men, capitulated on the 
27th of July. By the capture of this strong 
fortress, Cape Breton, Prince Edward's Island, 
and the whole of the French territory on our 
eastern coast passed into the hands of Great 
Britain. 

In the west, General Forbes was equally for- 
tunate, though his success was attributable less 
to his own energy as a commander, than to the 
destruction of Fort Frontenac by Bradstreet. 
By that bold achievement, the garrison at Fort 
Duquesne, deprived of their customary supplies, 
and deserted, in consequence, by most of the 
Indians on whose support they relied, set fire to 
the works on the approach of the English, and 
hastily retreated down the river. Washington, 
with a detachment of provincials, forming the 
advance guard to the main army, took possession 
of the fort on the 25th of November, while 
its timbers were still burning. 

The results obtained during the campaign of 
1758, justified the opinion that an equally vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war during the following 
year would succeed in wresting Canada from 
the dominion of France. The colonies, eager 
to improve the advantages abeady obtained, 
readily responded to the call of Pitt for addi- 
tional levies. Massachusetts, though greatly 
weakened by previous efibrts, called into ser- 
vice seven thousand men. Of these, twenty-five 
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hundred were stationed in garrison at Louisburg. 
Several hundred joined the expedition of Wolfe 
against Quebec, while the remainder marched 
to reinforce Amherst, who, having been appoint- 
ed commander-in-chief, was about to attempt the 
reduction of Ticonderoga and Crown Point. 
, In the midst of preparations for these im- 
portant enterprises. General Prideaux marched 
against the French fort at Niagara. On the 
sixth of July he invested it in form. Being 
killed shortly after, by the bursting of a cohorn, 
the command devolved upon Sir William John- 
son. On the 24th of Jidy, 1759, Johnson de- 
feated a French detachment, twelve hundred 
strong, which had hastened to the relief of the 
garrison. The next day the fort was surrendered. 
The possession of Niagara and Duquesne led to 
the abandonment, by the French, of .the western 
posts of Erie, Le Boeuf, and Venango. 

Three days before the capture of Fort Niagara, 
the flotilla of Amherst, having on board eleven 
thousand regulars and provincials, descended 
Lake George, and on the 22d of July the troops 
were disembarked on the shore of the outlet op- 
posite to where Abercrombie had landed the 
season before. The French being defeated, 
the same evening, Bourlamarque, the command- 
ant, set fire to the fort at Ticonderoga, aiud 
retreated to Crown Point. Two weeks after- 
ward he abandoned Crown Point also, and re- 
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tired to Isle-aux-Noix, Taking possession of the 
deserted works, Amherst employed his troops 
during the remainder of the campaign in 
strengthening the fortifications, and preparing 
boats for a descent on Montreal. 

Leaving Looisburg as early as the season 
would permit, Wolfe embarked eight thousand 
troops on board a fleet of forty-four sail, com* 
manded by Admiral Saunders, and on the 25thr 
of June succeeded in landing the army on the 
Isle of Orleans, a short distance below Quebec. 

For nearly three months the strength of the 
defences, and the vigilance of Montcalm, baffled 
all the efforts of the young English commander. 
At length, on the 13th of September, Wolfe 
finally succeeded in secretly scaling the Heights 
of Abraham^ and drew up five thousand of his 
troops in battle array upon the plains before the 
city. Montcalm immediately advanced and 
.opened an attack. After an obstinate and well- 
contested battle, the French gave way. Wolfe^ 
twice wounded, expired in the moment of vic- 
tory. The brave M<mtoalm, also mortally 
wounded while rallying the fugitives near St- 
John's gate, did not survive to witness the sur- 
render of the city he had defended so ably and 
and so long. With the fall of Quebec termi^ 
Bated, in effect, the French power in North 
America. 

The English troops being in possession of all 
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the military posts in Canada, with the exception 
of Montreal, Amherst proceeded to reduce the 
latter. On the 11th of October, he embarked 
his army in batteaux; but while descending 
Lake Champlain he was compelled by adverse 
winds and foul weather to retrace his course, 
and defer the contemplated attack until the fol- 
lowing spring. On his return to Crown Point, the 
Massachusetts levies, in common with the other 
provincials, were disbanded and sent home. The 
regulars went into winter quarters. 

In February, 1760, Francis Bernard was ad- 
vanced from the government of New Jersey to 
supersede Pownall in that of Massachusetts. 
Bernard did not, however, assume the duties of 
his new office until late in the summer ; and, in 
the mean time, the administration devolved upon 
Lieutenant-governor Hutchinson. Montreal ca- 
pitulating to the English forces in the early part 
of this year, the conquest of Canada was com- 
pleted. 

The independent spirit by w]^ch the Massachu- 
setts people were animated, evinced itself al- 
most immediately after the arrival of Bernard 
in the province. During the month of Septem- 
ber, while congratulating the legislature on the 
reduction of Montreal, he took occasion to re- 
mind them of « the blessings they derived from 
their subjection to Great Britain." The council, 
in reply, coldly acknowledged a << beneficial re- 
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lation*' to the mother country; while the house 
of delegates retorted with sturdy significance 
that « the whole world must be sensible of the 
blessings derived to Great Britain from the 
loyalty of the colonies in general, and from the 
efforts of this province in particular, which, for 
more than a century past, has been wading in 
blood, and laden with the expenses of repelling 
ihe common enemy, without which efforts Great 
Britain, at this day, might have had no colonies 
to defend." 

If these responses manifested a determination 
to maintain the importance and proper inde- 
pendence of the colony, the events which oc- 
curred soon after made that determination still 
more apparent. For some years past the col- 
lectors and subordinate officers of customs had 
been in the habit of forcibly entering ware- 
houses, and even private dwellings, upon suspi- 
cion that they contained contraband goods. 
Justly incensed at such an unlawful assumption 
of authority, sevejal persons commenced legal 
actions against the revenue officers, for entries 
forcibly made. Shirley, during his chief magis- 
tracy, had attempted to give colour to these in- 
trusions by the issue of warrants for the purpose. 
It having been proven that these warrants were 
worthless, Shirley next advised the custom-house 
officers to apply to the Supreme Court for writa 
of assistance, which, according to the Engli^ 
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exchequer practiee, gave authority to the bearer 
to search when and where he pleased for con<- 
tiraband goods, and authorized him, if necessary, 
to summon others to his assistance. But these 
writs, though applied for, had been withheld, 
Stephen Sewall, the chief justice, haying doubts 
as to their legality. 

In September, 1760, Sewall died. As the po^ 
litical predilections of his successor would ne- 
cessarily have some weight in deciding upon the 
legality of the obnoxious writs of assistance, 
Hutchinson, alrefuly lieutenant-governor, coun- 
cillor, and judge of probate, was appointed by 
Bernard to the vacant seat, greatly to the cha- 
grin of James Otis, of Barnstable, a gentleman 
of sound legal attainipents, to whom the place 
had been promised by Pownall, and in whose 
favour public opinion had already declared itself. 
Bernard evincing a determination to enforce the 
British Acts of Trade, a strenuous opposition 
a^ose. Soon after the appointment of Hutch- 
inson, application was again made for writs of 
assistance, to which exception was taken by mer- 
chants of Boston, and a motion made that their 
legality might be argued before the court. 

Accordingly, in February, 1761, Hutchinson 
Itnd his four associate judges assembled to hear 
the arguments on the question. For the crown 
it was urged that a statute of Charles 11. al- 
lowed writs of assistance to be issued by the 
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English Courts of Exchequer; that a similar 
power was given by a colonial law to the colo- 
nial superior cotirt; while a statute of Wil- 
liam III. gave to American revenue officers like 
powers, and a right to like assistance as in Eng- 
land. The refusal of the writ would consequently 
entail the denial of the right of parliament to 
legislate for the colonies. Oxenbridge Thatcher 
and James Otis, the elder, were employed to 
oppose the issue of the writs. 

The younger Otis, being advocate for the 
Admiralty, was bound in that professional ca- 
pacity to maintain the legality of the measure. 
Resigning his office, he accepted the retainer 
proffered him by the merchants; and, in conjunc- 
tion with his father and ^Thatcher, opposed the 
legality of the issue. Thatcher spoke first. 
Reasoning on purely legal grounds, he argued 
that the rule of the English courts was not, in 
this particular case, applicable to the colonial. 
The younger Otis next arose, determined, as he 
said, to sacrifice every thing, « even life itself, 
to the sacred call of his country," «in opposi- 
tion to a kind of power, the exercise of which 
cost one king of England his head, and another 
his crown.'* 

Taking a bold stand in favour of the rights 
of the colonies, he attacked the Acts of Trade as 
oppressive, and denounced the writs as de- 



dbyGoogk 



1761.] PUBLIC DISCONTENT. 206 

8tractiye to the fundamental principles of 
liberty and law. They were illegal, and no act 
of parliament could establish them ; it would be 
a nullity. These arguments were advanced with 
a fiery and impassioned eloquence that stirred 
up the hearts of his hearers. Passing from lip 
to lip, the ardent sentiments of the young ad- 
Tocate created an intense political excitement. 
The struggle for independence was already 
begun. 

The writs, however, were granted; yet so 
great was their unpopularity that they were 
seldom used. The public inind brooded over its 
discontent. The odious authority of the Admi- 
ralty court, instituted by a British parliament 
to punish the infringements of the Acts of 
Trade, in America, without the intervention of 
a jury, and the powers o£ custom-house oflScers, 
always thought grievous because unconstitution- 
al, seemed now established by judges devoted to 
the prerogative. Innovations under pretence 
of law were confirmed by judgments incompa- 
tible with English liberties. 

A powerful colonial party sprung up. At 
its head were the elder and the younger Otis. 
The latter, elected a representative from Boston, 
became a prominent member of the house of 
which his father was president, and a warm op- 
poneni; of Hutchinson and his ministerial friends. 
He even endeavoured to exclude the latter from 

18 
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the council, by a bill declaring the places of 
chief justice and councillor incompatible with 
each other ; but by the influence of the govern- 
ment the bill was defeated. 

Bernard, by various artifices, sought to win 
the good-will of the elder and younger Otis, 
though he met with but little success. While 
inclining to advance the governor's personal 
interests, they remained faithful to the principles 
they had espoused upon all questions of public 
importance. 

At the opening of the assembly in Septem- 
ber, 1762, Bernard took occasion to inform the 
members that, by the advice of fiis council, and 
in advance of legislative action, he had ex- 
pended some three or four hundred pounds upon 
a ship and sloop employed to guard the fishing 
vessels from privateers. To this act the house, 
regarding it as unconstitutional, took exception. 
The younger Otis drew up a remonstrance, de- 
nouncing it as an infringement of " their most 
darling privilege, the right to originate all taxes,*' 
" It would be of little consequence to the people," 
said he, " whether they were subject to George 
or Louis— the King of Great Britain or the 
French king — if both were arbitrary, as both 
would be if both could levy taxes without parliar 
ment." A cry of treason was raised, Otis, 
passionate, but not intractable, consented to 
qualify the offensive passage in which the king's 
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name had been so freely used ; Bernard, how- 
ever, insisted on its complete erasure, and his 
friends were yet sufficiently numerous to prevail. 

Overpowered in the assembly, Otis vindicated 
the justice of his language through a pamphlet, 
which he published at the close of the session, 
and in which the grand principles of the decla- 
ration of independence, — ^resistance to tyranny, 
the natural equality of mankind, and the ille- 
gality of taxation without representation, — ^were 
boldly avowed and defended. 

In the mean time George III. had succeeded to 
the throne of Great Britain. No immediate 
change of ministerial policy followed the acces- 
sion of the young king ; but after a little while 
dissension arose in the cabinet, which compelled 
' Pitt to resign. He was succeeded by Lord Bute, 
the king's late preceptor. 

In February, 1763, the Treaty of Fontaine- 
bleau was signed. Believed of other cares, the 
English ministrj^ now turned their attention 
toward the colonies, various measures for the 
better control of which they had been maturing 
for the past ten or twelve years. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Fead between the regulars and provindals — Good understand- 
ing among the several jprovmces — Condition of England — 
Financial embarrassments — Project to tax America — Parlia- 
ment asserts the right to tax the colonies — ^The Stamp Act 
proposed — Colonial agitation — Massachnsetts remonstrates 
— Passage of the Stamp Act — Proceedings in Boston — The 
Virginia resolutions — A congress of colonial delegates recom- 
mended — Petition and remonstrances forwarded to England 
— Riots in Boston — Personal safety of Hutchinson endanger- 
ed — ^Resignation of the stamp-distributor — Repeal of the 
stamp-tax — Whigs and Tories — Opposition to the revenue 
Laws — ^Increasing unpopularity of Governor Bernard — 
Townsend's bill for taxing America — Its reception in Boston 
— ^Message of Bernard to the house of representatives — The 
legislature adjourned — Seizure of the sloop Liberty — Alarm ' 
of the commissioners of customs — Popular demonstration — 
Public meeting called — The house of representatives dissolved 
— Arrival of troops — Convention of provincial delegates at 
Faneuil fialL 

DuRiNa the prevalence of the various inter- 
colonial wars, the provincial levies, upon whom 
the severer and more dangerous duties of the 
service frequently devolved, had borne with feel- 
ings of ill-suppressed indignation the display of 
superiority assumed by the British officers. The 
feud, thus engendered, was not wholly suppress- 
ed even by the conciliatory conduct of Pitt, A 
rivalry in arms had sprung up. A long conti- 
nuance of hostilities had inspired many of the 
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colonists with a natural ardour which increased 
as they became familiarized to arms and the 
usages of war. By the intermixture, also, of 
troops from different provinces, local prejudices 
had been removed, the strength and resources 
of the colonies made more apparent to one an- 
other, and the idea of union, in a common cause, 
diffused among the people. 

Upon colonies thus conscious of their power, 
full of trained soldiers and accustomed to politi- 
cal independence, the British ministry prepared 
to exercise a restrictive policy. The expenses of 
the various wars in which England had been en- 
gaged, from the time when William of Orange 
ascended the throne to the late conquest of Ca- 
nada, had accumulated a national debt of seven 
hundred millions of dollars. The great increase 
of territory acquired by the peace of Fontaine- 
bleau was but a poor compensation for the 
financial distress into which the country wad 
plunged by the expenses of the war. Some 
portion of this enormous outlay being justly 
chargeable to the defence of the American colo- 
nies, the ministry sought a partial relief in the 
future by endeavouring to draw from the pro- 
vinces a revenue sufficient to defray the cost of 
their support and protection. 

They attempted to accomplish this desirable 
result through the action of parliament, whose 
right to control the colonies was at that time 
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reluctantly acknowledged by many of the most 
prominent men in America. If the revenue 
they required could be obtained in this way, it 
was easily foreseen that the independence of the 
provincial assemblies would be henceforth re- 
stricted, and the royal prerogative considerably 
enlarged. 

Out of the revenue thus raised, it was proposed 
to support ten thousand regular troops in Ame- 
rica as a peace establishment. A scheme for 
parliamentary taxation had been originated 
early in the commencement of the late war. 
Though laid aside at that time by the pressure 
of other duties, it was now revived by the new 
ministry, at the head of which was George Gren- 
ville, formerly President of the Board of Trade. 
Already, by the passage of laws professedly for 
the regulation of trade and commerce, parlia- 
ment exercised a dubious authority over the co- 
lonies. These laws, though strenuously opposed 
at first, especially by the people of New Eng- 
land, had at length been reluctantly submitted to 
by some, and were as systematically evaded by 
others. Having thus opened the way for more 
serious exactions, the House of Commons, in 
March, 1764, at the recommendation of Gren- 
ville, resolved, " that parliament had a right to 
tax the colonies,'' and advised a bill imposing a 
duty on stamps, by which a great variety of le- 
gal papers, to be valid in courts of law, were to 
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be written on stamped paper, sold by public 
officers appointed for that purpose, and at 
prices which included a stated tax on every such 
document. 

Immediately on receiving intelligence of the 
passage of this resolution, the colonies became 
agitated by mingled feelings of alarm and indig- 
nation. Leading the opposition, Massachusetts 
forwarded to London a remonstrance and pe- 
tition. While acknowledging subordination to 
Great Britain, she iSrmly, but respectfully, pro- 
tested against the proposed measure, and de- 
clared that, by submitting to taxation without 
representation, the people would be reduced from 
free subjects to ^^the miserable condition of 
tributary slaves." 

Similar petitions and remonstrances flowed in 
from other colonies. In spite of these, however, 
the obnoxious bill was passed through parlia- 
ment. On the 22d of March, 1765, the Stamp 
Act was imposed. 

The ominous tidings of its passage was re- t 
ceived in Boston with every token of intense in- 
dignation. Amid the muffled tolling of bells, 
the flags of the vessels in port were hung at half- 
mast ; the act itself, bearing the impress of a 
death's head in lieu of the royal arms, was cried 
about the streets under the title of << England's 
Folly and the Ruin of America." The news- 
papers were fiUed^ with articles in opposition. 
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The " Constitutional Courant" appeared with a 
new and significant head-piece, representing the 
divided portions of a snake, marked with the 
initial letters of the thirteen colonies, above 
which was the motto, "Join, or die." 

The assembly of Virginia being in session 
when the intelligence arrived in that province, 
was the first to act in the emergency. A series 
of resolutions were passed, drawn up by Patrick 
Henry, in language so bold and spirited that the 
government party did not hesitate to call it trea- 
sonable. Before these resolutions reached Bos- 
ton, the general court had convened and ap- 
pointed a committee to consider the proper 
course to be pursued under the existing circum- 
stances. By this body, a congress of delegates 
from the several colonial legislatures was recom- 
mended to meet in New York. Bernard, and 
the friends of government, not venturing to 
withhold their support from this proposition, it 
was adopted. 

Accordingly, in October, deputies from nine 
colonies met in convention at the city of New 
York, and agreed upon a solemn declaration of 
rights, in which they claimed exemption from all 
taxes except those levied by their respective 
legislatures. Petitions to the king, and to the 
House of Commons, and a memorial to the 
House of Lords, were also unanimously adopted. 
Jlespectfi^ and affeC:tion9ie, yet firm and manlj 
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in their tone, these docaments pointed oiit, 
with great force and perspicacity, the grievances, 
and explained the rights and privileges of the 
colonies, humbly praying that the former might 
be redressed and the latter respected. 

But the indignation of the provincials against 
the Stamp Act was not confined to legitimate and 
legislative action. In Boston, formidable out- 
breaks occurred. Prominent friends of the 
ministry were hung in eflSgy. The house of the 
lieutenant-governor was mobbed, and Hutchinson 
himself obliged to fly for his life. Oliver, who 
had been appointed stamp-distributor for the 
province, was frightened into resigning his office. 
Though the actors in these scenes of open vio- 
lence were well known, they were secured from . 
punishment by the tacit approbation with which 
their course was regarded by the people. 

In other colonies, riots also became frequent; 
the stamp-distributors were everywhere com- 
pelled to resign, and all attempts to carry the 
obnoxious law into effect proved utterly useless. 

In the mean time, by a change in the English 
ministry, the Rockingham party had come into 
power. Ostensibly more liberal than their pre- 
decessors, and finding the stamp-tax wholly 
inoperative, the new ministry procured its re- 
peal at the parliamentary session of 1766. 

With singular inconsistency, a bill was passed 
at the same time, claiming the right of parlia- 
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ment to enact measures to secure the dependenej 
of the colonies, "in all cases whatsoev^," and 
declaring that the exclusive privilege of levying 
taxes, as contended for by their respective le- 
gislatures, was derogatory to and incompatible 
with the authority of the crown. 

This declaration the colonists regarded as 
merely adopted to soften the chagrin of thos^ 
who now unwillingly submitted, to a withdrawal 
of the stamp- tax. It did not, therefore, inter- 
fere with the general joy which their signal 
triumph had elicited. But though the extreme 
agitation of the great body of the people throi^gh- 
out the colonies subsided with the abrogation of 
a measure so dangerous to their liberties, the 
two great parties of Tories and Whigs, the one ' 
supporting the royal prerogative, and the other 
defending the popular independence, still main- 
tained their respective organizations. Occasions 
were not wanting to enlarge and deepei^ the 
breach. 

In several instances wherein goods were for- 
feited for having been smuggled into Boston 
contrary to the provisions of one of the Acts for 
the regulation of trade, the sympathy of the 
citizens had been strongly excited in favour of the 
losers, and no slight degree of indignaticm w^ 
vented against the astringent regulation and its 
parliamentary framers. The overbearing con- 
duct also of Bernard, in endeavouring to foro^ 
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the house of representatives *to elect as coun- 
cillors only such persons as he approved, con- 
tributed greatly to keep alive party differences, 
and to augment the strength of the Whigs. 

The principal act of the general court at the 
session of 1766, was a somewhat singular one, 
yet, by an examination of the circumstances, 
easily to be understood. Avowing their disap- 
proval of the late riotous proceedings, they 
passed a bUl granting an equivalent in money to 
those persons whose property had been injured 
or destroyed during the disturbances. At the 
same time, and in the same bill, as a manifesta- 
tion of their determination to resist all such 
measures as that which had lately elicited the 
anger of the people, they granted a free pardon 
and indemnity for losses sustained by arrests, 
imprisonments, or other legal steps taken against 
them, to all concerned in the riots. 

The session of 1767 presented nothing of 
marked historical importance. The quarrel with 
Bernard was renewed, and commissioners ap- 
pointed to adjust the boundaries between Massa- 
chusetts and New York. 

Soon after the adjournment, intelligence wad 
received that Townsend, who had succeeded 
Grenville as chancellor of the exchequer, had 
procured the passage of a bill imposing certain 
duties on tea, paper, glass, and painters* colours, 
imported into America. 
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Justly regarding this act as another attempt 
to encroach upon their rights, the colonies im- 
mediately resumed their measures of resistance. 
At a town meeting, held soon after in Boston, 
it was resolved to suspend further importation 
of 'British goods until the offensive duties were 
removed. Subscriptions were also opened, at 
the same time, to encourage the e^ablishment 
of manufactories in the provinces. Propositions 
of a character similar to those promoted by 
Massachusetts were adopted by the other colo- 
nies; while resolutions, petitions, and remon- 
strances, contending that, when designed for 
revenue purposes, internal and external taxation 
were identical in principle, were despatched to 
England from all parts of America. 

In Massachusetts, the dissatisfaction with 
Bernard continued to increase. Early in 1768, 
he laid before the house of representatives, 
then in session, a letter from Shelburne, one of 
the secretaries of state, severely condemning 
their conduct on various recent occasions in 
opposing the wishes of the governor. The house 
was immediately in an uproar. The strictures 
contained in the letter were founded, they said, 
on misrepresentations of facts, communicated by 
Bernard in his despatches to the English secre- 
tary. Copies of Shelburne'ft letter, as well as 
Bernard's despatches, being denied to their re- 
quest, a committee was appointed to prepare a 



dbyGoogk 



1768.] SBIZUBB OF THE « LIBERTY. " 217 

vindication of their proceedings to the ministry. 
At lengthy after considerable time was spent in 
crimination and recrimination, Bernard ad- 
journed the legislature by a violent and insulting 
message, of which however no notice was taken. 
Though no important public business was done 
during the session, committees of the house had 
privately prepared and forwarded to the other 
provincial assemblies, a circular proposing a 
common unibn between the colonies, to take 
effective and constitutional steps toward pre- 
venting the execution and procuring the repeal 
of the late impost Act. 

In May, the house again met for the election 
of councillors. While yet in session, a serious 
outbreak occurred. The sloop Liberty, owned 
by John Hancock, a young merchant of Boston, 
and an ardent Whig, was seized by the revenue 
conmiissioners for not having entered her full 
cargo, which, besides the articles belonging to 
her owner, was composed of Madeira wine, then 
subject to a considerable impost tax. The popu- 
larity of Mr. Hancock, together with the general 
dislike of parliamentary taxation, caused this 
seizure to be regarded with odium, and threats 
of a rescue were made by the people assembled 
on the wharf. Alarmed by these demonstrations, 
the commissioners of customs were induced to 
place the captured vessel under protection of 
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the Bomnej man-of-wary thea . lying in ibo 
harbour. 

Entertaining & doubt as to the legsdity <^ the 
seizure, and enraged that the sloop should be 
placed under the protection of a vessel^ on board 
of which were several seamen who had been 
forcibly taken firom colonial ships in port by a 
press-gang but a few days prerious, the crowd 
turned upon the obnoxious commissioners, pelted 
them home with stones, and broke in the windows 
of th^ dwellings. More legitimate measures 
were taken, soon aft^, in the call of a publie 
meeting, at which a remonstrance was prepared 
and sent to the governor, who was desired to 
order the Romney from the harbour. Though 
declining to do this, Bernard, in his answer, 
either through fear or a sense of justice, did not 
seem to regard the proceedings of the people as 
altogether unwarrantable. 

In the midst of the excitement thus oocasionedy 
the governor, in pursuance of his instructions 
from Lord Hillsborough, lately appointed to &e 
new office of secretary of state for the colonial 
department, required the house of r^esenta* 
tires to rescind the resolution which had led td 
fitieir circidar letter to the colonies, and to. de^ 
dare their <« disapprobation of so ra^ and hasty 
a proceeding." But conscious of the propriety 
of their course, and sustained by ihe oon<mrr^[iee 
of nine colonies in the measures proposed^ the 
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members^ hy a vote of ninety-two to Berenteen, 
refused to obey the requisition. In obedience 
to the peremptory orders of Hillsborough, Ber- 
nard immediately de€lfiu*ed the assembly dissolved, 
and stated that, without permission from the 
^king, he would not feel at liberty- to convene it 
again. 

The indignation of the people now rose to 
«uch a bei^ght, that the governor became alarmed 
for his personal safety. The commissioners of 
<6tu^<»ns, regarding themselves also in jeopardy, 
solicited a regulair military force for their protec- 
tion. Accordingly, in July, General Gage received 
orders to remove two regiments from Halifax 
to Boston, and soon afterward a like number 
sailed from Ireland, having the same destination. 

Nothing was known of this movement in Bos^ 
ton until the arrival of an ofiScer to provide 
quarters for the Halifax regiments^ A towii 
meeting was knmediately called, and Bernard 
requested to ass^nUe tlus legislature. . This he 
peremptorily refused to do until he had receive 
permission from abroad. Spirited resolutions 
were then adopted in the meeting, declaring that 
the nmintenance of troops in the town, againi^ 
ihe wishes of the inhabitants, and in a time (^ 
peace, was an in&ingement of their rights^ aad 
« grievance of the most alarming nature. ' In- 
«tvaetk)ns were likewise given to the selectmen 
of the town, desiring t^m to write to all the 
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other towns in the colon j, embodying a request 
that they would respectively appoint delegates 
to a convention, to meet at Fanenil Hall in 
Boston, on the twenty-second of September. In 
conclusion, it was resolved, that as a war with 
France might be apprehended, such inhabitants 
of the province as were unprovided, be requested 
"to supply themselves forthwith with arms." 

Though denounced as rebellious, and stigma- 
tized as treasonable, the proposition for a con- 
vention was received with enthusiasm. Of ninety- 
seven towns, but one refused to join in the 
movement. Having met at the appointed time 
and place, and chosen Thomas Gushing, speaker 
of the late house, as chairman, the convention 
drew up a petition to the governor, in. which, 
disclaiming any legislative authority, they urged 
the assembling of the general court as the only 
means of averting the alarming dangers that now 
threatened the destruction of the colony. 

Bernard, declining to receive the petition, re- 
turned a message to the delegates, declaring that 
he only excused them from the charge of treason 
on the ground of their ignorance. He called 
upon them to dissolve immediately, as it was his 
intention to take prompt measures for asserting 
and maintaining the royal prerogatives. 

To this threat, the convention responded by 
explaining the nature of their meeting, and ex- 
pre£ffiing their uneasiness at the governor's 
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saggefltion of criminality — ^not from personal 
fear, but from a fixed aversion to compromise 
the dignity of the king. This communication 
Bernard likewise refused to accept, on the 
ground that such an acceptance would be an 
admission of the lawfulness of the convention, 
which he would by no means allow. 

Without exhibiting any annoyance, but with 
calmness and moderation, the delegates pro- 
eeeded to draw up a report, declaring their own 
loyalty and that of the body of the people, whom 
they affectionately advised to avoid any undue 
expression of resentment, and to prevent, as &r 
as possible, all tumult and disorder. For them- 
selves, they promised that, in their several 
stations, they would yield their assistance to the 
eivil authorities for the preservation of peace 
and order. After preparing a justification of 
their proceedings, and a detail of the late trans- 
actions, to be transmitted to their agent in 
London, the eonveAtion was dissolved. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Arrival of troops in Boston — Action of the council — Quartered 
in the city— -General Gage — Popular alarm and indignation 
— British instructions to Bernard — Virginia supports Massa- 
chusetts — Repeal of all taxes except the duty on tea — Ber- 
nard summoned to England — Disclosure of his letters — ^Po- 
pular indignation*— Spirited conduct of the legislature — De- 
parture of Bernard—Governor Hutchinson — ^His policy — 
Dissatisfaction in Boston — Collision with the troops — ^Mas- 
sacre of the 3d of March — Arrest and trial of Captain Pres- 
ton and his soldiers — ^The verdict — ^Anniversary celebration 
of the massacre^ — The seat of government — The governor 
and judges to be paid by the crown — ^Protest Of the general 
court — Alarm of the people — Resolutions drawn up — Unst 
nimity of the provincial towns — Uneasiness of Hutchinson 
— Public agitation — Virginia declares a union of the colonies 
' necessary — Hutchinson's letters — Charges preferred against 
him — ^His trial and acquittal — His recall. 

On the same day that the convention dis- 
solved, the two regiments from Halifax arrived. 
To curb the "bad spirit" which, it was al- 
leged, prevailed in Boston, the whole force, 
numbering about one thousand, was stationed in 
the town, greatly to the indignation of its in- 
habitants. Difficulties immediately arose be- 
tween Bernard and the council, on the subject 
of furnishing the soldiers with quarters, and 
with such barrack articles as the Mutiny Act 
required from the colonies. 
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Before the troops arrived, the council had de- 
clined to co-operate with the governor in desig- 
nating their future quarters, suggesting that the 
proper persons to be consulted were the select- 
men of the town.. Castle William, they said, 
was abundantly capable of accommodating the 
two regiments from Halifax ; and, until the bar- 
racks thus provided by the colony were filled, 
the Mutiny Act forbade any troops from being 
quartered on the inhabitants. 

The first night after landing, by the direction 
of Bernard, the soldiers were accommodated 
with quarters in different public buildings. The 
next day application was made to the council 
for fuel, lights, and other articles enumerated by 
the Act of Parliament, but the latter still re- 
fused to move in the matter. 

Until the quarters in Castle William were 
filled, they could not consider the troops out- 
side as lawfully in barracks, and therefore 
they had no authority to allow the articles de- 
manded. Denying that there was any occasion 
for a military force to preserve the quiet of the 
town, they intimated a hope that the regiments 
abeady arrived would soon be sent to the castle, 
and those expected from Ireland be ordered to 
Nova Scotia, or to some other station requiring 
their services. 

General Gage, who arrived soon after, made 
an unsatisfactory attempt to settle the question. 
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Finding it impossible to bend the council to his 
wishes, he, with much difficulty, hired houses for 
the troops, and procured the necessary barrack- 
articles at the expense of the crown. The 
soldiers, however, were still, stationed in the 
town, where their presence created, at first, con- 
siderable alarm; but as those feelings wore oflF, 
an almost general indignation began to manifest 
itself in continual quarrels between the town's- 
people and the soldiers. 

Meanwhile, several changes had taken place 
m the British ministry, and various measures 
proposed to parliament with respect to the colo- 
nies. Resolutions were adopted censuring the 
late proceedings in Massachusetts as illegal, and 
calculated to promote insurrection and rebellion ; 
and it was earnestly requested that Governor 
Bernard might be instructed to transmit the 
fullest information of all treasons committed 
within his government since January, 1768, to- 
gether with the names of those most active in 
the perpetration of such offences, with a view 
that they might be brought to England for 
triaL 

The intelligence of this proposed measure 
caused great uneasiness in Boston, but it soon 
subsided. Yirginia, and the other colonieSi 
publicly, approved the course which had been 
taken by Massachusetts, and adopted spirited 
resolutions in opposition to the action meditated 
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by the British government. During all this time 
the Impost Act of 1767 had not been forgot- 
ten. In addition to the non-importation agree- 
ment, still faithfully observed, the people of 
Boston now took a bolder step, and reshipped 
obnoxious goods to England. This, with the 
determined concurrence of the other colonies in 
the engagement not to import, began to affect 
the prosperity of the British manufacturers, 
who at length solicited to be relieved from their 
distress by the repeal of a law which could not 
be enforced. Petitions, remonstrances, and ad- 
dresses were also poured in constantly from all 
parts of America, until finally, in April, 1770, 
the duties were repealed with the exception of 
threepence a pound on tea. 

The inexpediency of taxing America was thus 
emphatically acknowledged^ while the right to 
do so was as pertinaciously retained. 

In April, 1769, Bernard was summoned to 
England ; and, although he did not take his de- 
parture immediately, the people of Massachusetts 
testified their joy at his recall, fervently hoping 
it would eventually result in the appointment of 
a more popular oflScer in his place. Already 
detested for his misrepresentations of public 
men and public events in the province, new facts 
were disclosed, at the very moment of his re- 
moval, which raised to the highest pitch the 
popular indignation. Copies of letters he had 
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written to promment persons connected with tkf 
British government were recdved by tlie council, 
9Xid by them immediately published. In thesf 
letters he was found to have advocated the ap- 
pointment, by the crown, of a royal council, in 
the place of that chosen by the representatives 
of the people ; thus jHroposing to annul, in an 
important particular, the chcurter of the colony. 
To defend the province from so glaring sa 
^croachment upon its liberties, the council im- 
mediately despatched letters to England earnestly 
remonstrating against the proposition of Ber- 
nard, and respectfully suggesting that his per- 
manent recall would be of the greatest advan- 
tage to iiie crown. The house of representativesi 
which met soon after, took a still bolder stand, 
and expressly petitioned for the removal of the 
obnoxious governor. After one more stormy 
contest with the house, now almost wholly com- 
posed of his bitterest political enemies, Bernard 
delivered his farewell message, severely condem- 
natory of their proceedings, and prorogued all 
further legislation until the tenth of January, 
1770. A few days afterward he ^nbarhed for 
England, amid the firing of cannon, the ringing 
of bells, and other demonstrations of public 

joy- 

The duties of administration devolved upon 
Hutdunson, who presently received the royal 
commission as governor. Like Bernard be was 
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an earnest supportw of the royal prerogative, 
though he disapproved of the vaciUating course 
of the English pariiament ; who, in his opinion, 
should have conceded to the colonies every thing 
or nothing. Already in no favour with the 
people, he regarded their disapproval of Ins 
course as a thing to be expected. Feeling bound 
to maintain the authority of the crown, yet con- 
scious of his inaUlity to do so with effect, he 
already foresaw the approach of turbulent times, 
the termination of which, he argued, would be 
fatal to British supremacy in America. 

One of the principal local causes of dissatisfac- 
tion at this period was the military surveillance to 
which the people of Boston were subjected. Re- 
monstrances and petitions for the removal of the 
troops proving wholly unavailing, the latter be- 
came especial objects of hatred to many of the 
citizens ; who, in return, were regarded with an 
equal antipathy. Out of this turbulent condition 
of 'things arose frequent quarrels and collisions, 
very seriously compromigdng the public peaces 
At length an occurrence took place "which creat* 
ed an intense s^asation throughout the whole 
province. 

On Saturday, the 8d of March, 1770, a difr 
ficulty occurred between the soldiers and the 
populace, in which several privates of the twenty- 
niai^h regiment were roughly handled. Nodiing 
tether transpkred until th^ following Monday; 



dbyGoogk 



228 HISTORY OF MASSACHUSETTS. [1770; 

Early in the evwdng of that day there were 
symptoms of an approaching tumult. About 
eight o'clock, on a slight affray between two 
soldiers and a few of the inhabitants, the alarm 
bell was struck. A large number of citizens, 
armed with bludgeons and greatly excited, im- 
mediately poured into King street. Having dis- 
persed, shortly after, in little knots about the 
town, some of their number encountered the 
sentinel at the custom-house, whom they began 
to pelt with snow and pieces of ice. A sergeant 
and six men from the main guard, followed by 
Captain Preston, the oflScer of the day, hastened 
to the protection of their comrade. This rein- 
forcement being received with showers of snow- 
balls, in some of which stones were concealed, 
Preston ordered his men to charge upon the 
rioters and disperse them. Undaunted by hear- 
ing this command, the crowd loudly dared the 
troops to fire. At this moment, struck by a 
bludgeon, one of the soldiers fell. Exasperated 
by the blow, he sprung up immediately and fired 
at the supposed aggressor. At the same time 
his comrades, with one exception, discharged 
their pieces with deadly effect into the multitude. 
Three persons were killed outright, and five 
wounded, two of them mortally. 

The excitement that ensued was terrific. In 
the midst of the confusion the soldiers escaped 
to the main guard, to strengthen which several 
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additional companies were brought up. On the 
arrival of Hutchinson, he at once demanded of 
Preston by what authority he had ordered the 
soldiers to fire. Before the latter could answer^ 
a cry was raised, " The Town House, the Town 
House !" and thither the people immediately 
rushed, bearing Hutchinson in their midst. 
Stepping out upon a balcony, h6 entreated the 
people to retire peaceably to their homes, assur- 
ing them that a full and impartial enquiry should 
be made into the whole affair. With a wild 
shout of " Home, home !" they separated tu- 
multuously. 

Notwithstanding this evidence of submission 
to the laws, the town continued to be fearfully 
agitated for several days. A grand procession 
accompanied the bodies of the slain to one grave, 
with all those marks of respect which are 
usually accorded to men who fall in the cause 
of freedom. Committees from town meetings 
demanded the instant removal of the troops, 
predicting scenes of blood and carnage if the 
requisition was not complied with. As desirous 
of preserving peace as of maintaining the royal 
authority, Hutchinson reluctantly yielded, and 
the obnoxious regiments were removed to Castle 
William. Preston, and the eight soldiers par- 
ticularly implicttted in the massacre, were com- 
mitted for trial during the following October ; 
John Adams and Josiah Quincy, two prominent 
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friends of the people, being mselj retained aft 
oounsel for the prisoners. Preston having giv^i 
no orders to fii*e was acquitted, as were also mght 
of his men, against whom nothing conld be 
positively proved. The remaining two were 
found guilty of manslaughter. Justice was thus 
rigidly administered to all. The outraged feel- 
ings of the people were properly vindicated, 
while their own violence was tacitly rebuked. 
Upon parliament the guilt of blood now properly 
rested, from its unwarranted interference witi 
the civil regulations of the colony. 

The tragical event of the " Massacre," as it 
was soon called, sunk deep into the hearts of the 
people. Its " anniversary was solemnly observedi 
Orators, celebrated for their eloquence, taking 
for their theme the arbitrary conduct of Eng- 
land, and the oppressions under which the pro* 
vinces laboured, sent out their fiery appeak 
from colony to colony, and enkindled that patri- 
otic heat which afterward sustained the Ameri- 
can people through all the dark and weary hours 
of the Revolution. 

During the two following years but few events 
of marked political importance o(»;urred. The 
usual dispute was continued between the go*- 
vernor and his friends as supporters of the royal 
prerogative, and the members of both houses as 
defenders of the rights of the peeple. 

The seat of government having been remevisdf 
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JdnriBg Bernard's term, to Cambridge, and re- 
tained there by subsequent orders from England, 
the popular desire for its transfer back to Boston 
;iras for some years unheeded. At length, in 
1772, Hutchinson consented to the change, and 
by this means succeeded in restoring a tempo* 
rary quiet. In the midst of his dream of tran- 
quillity, Hutchinson was startled by a fresh ebul- 
lition of popular feeling, — not violent, but 
evidencing a more determined spirit of inde- 
pendence. Hitherto the salary of the governor, 
as well as that of the chief justices, had been 
paid by annual grants of the general court. 
Notice was now given that, hereafter, these 
salaries would be disbursed by the crown. This 
intdligence, so far as regarded the governor's 
salary, was received during the session of 1772. 
Besolutions were immediately adopted denouncing 
it as a violation of the colonial charter, and 
destructive to the independence of the ex- 
ecutive. 

A month or two after the adjournment, the 
royal grant for paying the chief justices was 
made public. Viewing this as a species of ju- 
dicial bribery, the people were at once alarmed^ 
end indignant. "A crisis is at hand," said they, 
<^in which the freedom or slavery of our posterity 
must be decided." ' A town meeting was called. 
A committee was appointed to draw up a state- 
Inent of the rights of the province, and of all 
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infringments thereon. This report was bold and 
spirited. It avowed that the numerous griey* 
ances under which the colonies laboured were 
sufficient to justify them in revolting, and erect- 
ing an independent government. The proposition 
to lay these declarations before the general court, 
for their sanction, and afterward transmit copies 
to the various colonial assemblies, was adopted 
with such extraordinary unanimity as to embrace 
the assent of nearly every town in the province; 
Hutchinson became alarmed. Forgetting, in his 
perplexity, his instructions to avoid disputes 
with the general court, he introduced the subject 
in his message at the opening of the session of 
1773, and undertook to confute the statements 
made in the report. Both branches of the le- 
gislature immediately drew up replies. Steadily 
pointing to the charter, they showed how often 
it had been violated, and announced their de^ 
termination to protect it froia all future en- 
croachments as far as their ability permitted. 

For force of logic, eloquence of language, 
and elevation of thought, these documents have 
rarely been surpassed. Even Hutchinson was 
compelled to admire where he would not be con- 
vinced.* Without taking up the report of the 
Boston committee, the house prepared and passed 
a set of resolutions of their own, one of which, 
covering perhaps the whole ground, asserted that 
die only authority from which laws could ema^ 
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nftte, so as to bind the people df the province in 
aU cases whatsoever j resided in the general conrt 
or assembly. Raising the salaries of the judges, 
they voted a grant for their payment ; but as 
Hutchinson would not give it his sanction, the 
^difficulty was permitted to remain open {ot a 
season. 

On Hutchinson's return, shortly after, from 
arranging, as it was then supposed, a final 
settlement of the long-disputed boundary ques- 
tion between New York and Massachusetts, he 
found the public mind greatly agitated. Virginia, 
in a series of noble resolutions, had responded 
to the appeal of the Boston committee, declaring 
a union of the colonies necessary, and recommend- 
ing each legislature to appoint a committee of cor- 
respondence, whose duties it should be to commu- 
nicate with one another on subjects important 
to the general welfare. A storm was also 
gathering around Hutchinson himself. During 
the second legislative session of the year, after 
endorsing the Virginia resolutions, the house 
took into consideraition several* copies of letters 
received from Pranklin, at that time i^ent of 
the province in England. These letters, which 
liad fallen accidentally into Franklin's posses- 
Bum, were &om Hutchinson, Oliver, aiid others^ 
and contained, like those of Bernard, ezagge^' 
ated details of colonial proceedings, the temper 
^oA disposition of the people were unfavourably 



80» 



dbyGoogk 



284 HISTORY OP MASSACHUSETTS. [1773, 

represented; and the whole tendency of the 
correspondence was to show the necessity of 
coercive measures against the province, if not 
a total abrogation of its charter, in order to 
secure the implicit obedience and subordination 
of the people. 

Repressing with difficulty an improper out- 
break of their scorn and indignation, both 
branches of the general court, with scarcely a 
dissenting voice, passed a petition and remon- 
strance to the crown, charging the governor 
and lieutenant-governor with betrayals of their 
trust, and with having given private, partial, 
and false information, with a view to the injury 
of the colony. As being guilty of these of* 
fences, the legislature prayed for justice against 
them, and their speedy removal from their re- 
spective offices. 

During the following February the British 
council, at the particular desire of Hutchinson's 
friends, accorded a hearing to the petition for 
his removal. Franklin attended as agent of the 
colony, and against him the foul-mouthed Wed- 
derbume, as council for Hutchinson, opened an 
almost overwhelming torrent of abuse. Dun- 
ning, who acted as •counsel for the petitioners, 
made but a lame reply, and the complaint was 
dismissed as << groundless, scandalous, and vex- 
iitious." Hutchinson's recall, however, had 
already been determined on, though it was only 
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intended to be temporary, or until the power of 
a military executive should have curbed the free 
spirit of the colonists. For the part which 
Franklin had taken in this affair, he was de* 
prived of his office of deputy postmaster-generaL 
But these indignities were speedily forgotten in 
the momentous events which were slowly ma- 
turing at this time in the American colonies. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

,The tax upon tea — Its repeal agitated — Non-importation agree- 
ment — Drawback allowed on tea — Its shipment to America 
— Conduct of Pennsylvania, New York, Sooth Carolina, 
Massachusetts — Destruction of tea in Boston harbour — Pojrt 
of Boston closed — Gage appointed governor — Reception of 
the Boston port bill — Action of the colonies — A national 
congress recommended — Warlike preparations — Convention 
at Milton — National congress at Philadelphia — Provincial 
congress at Salem— At Cambridge — Committee of Safety 
organized — Ward and Pomeroy appointed generals of militia 
— British detachment ordered to Concord — Skirmish at 
Lexington — At Concord — Gathering of the provincials — Re- 
treat of the British — Advance of Lord Percy — Arrival of 
the regulars at Charlestown — British and American loss- 
Congress of Massachusetts — Additional levies ordered — 
Address to the people' bf Great Britain. 

Meakwhile, the repeal of the impost tax 
upon tea was being agitated. Not looked upon 
as a heavy grievance, there was yet seen in it a 
determination to establish taxation of the colo- 
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nies as the right of parliament. Harmless in 
appearance, it .was an insidious attempt to draw 
the Americans into an acknowledgment of the 
claim they had so long and earnestly resisted. 
Non-consumption and non-importation agree- 
ments had been entered into throughout the 
different colonies; and, being pretty faithfully 
observed, the tax on tea, as an assertion of par- 
liamentary right, was rendered almost nugatory. 
Teas imported through England were seldom, 
if ever, in the market. The British East India 
Company's warehouses contained seventeen. mil- 
lions of pounds of tea, for which no market could 
be found. Offering the company a drawback 
equal to the amount of duty, government' pre-, 
pared to force a large supply of the obnoxious 
article into the colonies ; where, as the tax was 
now merely nominal, they hoped it would be 
willingly received and find a ready sale. 

Regarding this scheme as a design to cheat 
them into compliance with a principle they hated, 
and thereby open the way to unlimited taxation, 
the people were determined to thwart it. The 
vessel bearing tea to Philadelphia was stopped 
four miles below the city, and sent back to Eng- 
land. A similar destination was given to the 
cargoes intended for New York. At Charleston, 
the tea was stored under custom-house care, but 
it was not permitted to be sold. 

Massachusetts was even more daring in liar 
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resistance. Boston, backed by the neighbouring 
towns, on the arrival of the first of the tea ships, 
succeeded in terrifying its master into a promise 
of immediate departure, provided the consignees 
would give their consent. Committees from 
town meetings, petitioning and expostulating, 
vainly endeavoured to move their compliance. 
More stringent measures were threatened. Still 
holding to their determination, the consignees 
fled to the safety of the castle. A clearance 
was then demanded from the collector of customs. 
This he refused to give until the cargo was 
landed. Application was next made to Hutchin- 
son for a permit, without which no vessel would 
be allowed to leave the harbour. He, too, re- 
fused. Meanwhile, a second and a third vessel 
had arrived. Finding their comparatively peace- 
able efforts for the removal of the tea to avail 
but little, the people decided upon its destruc- 
tion. Disguising themselves as Mohawk Indians, 
a party of some fifty men marched down to the 
wharf and boarded the ships. It was about dusk 
on the evening of the 16th of December, 1778. 
A town meeting had just broken up. Its mem- 
bers, still agitated by the stirring eloquence of 
Quincy, had followed to the wharf, where they 
now remained silent and anxious spectators of 
the scene. For two hours they lingered, until, 
with a single exulting shout, the Indians com- 
pleted their labour. Two hundred and forty 
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chests of tea had been broken open, and their 
contents thrown into the waters of the Atlantic. 

Great was the indignation of the ministry 
when they received intelligence of the fate of 
the tea. The destiny of their American power 
was there foreshadowed. Bat they would not 
yield without a struggle. A bill for closing the 
port of Boston and removing the seat of govern- 
ment to Salem, was immediately passed in 
parliament. Another, virtually annulling the 
colonial charter, followed. To insure the en- 
forcement of these and other odious measures, 
General Gage, now commander-in-chief of the 
army in North America, was appointed governor, 
in the place of Hutchinson, whom, for the pre- 
sent, it was determined to recall. An addition 
of four regiments was also made to the troops 
already in the castle. 

While the ministry wei^e thus employed, Hut- 
chinson had been contending, for the last time, 
with his old enemies of the general court. In 
February, 1774, the subject of the justices' 
salaries was again brought before the legislature. 
Of the five judges, Oliver, the chief, alone re- 
fused to receive his pay from the province instead 
of the crown. Thwarted in an attempt to pro- 
cure his removal, the house exhibited articles of 
impeachment against him ; but before they coold 
be fully acted upon, Hutchinson, after announc- 
ing his recall, prorogued the court. 
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Soon after, intelligence was received of the 
passage of the port bill. Assembling in town 
meeting on the 13th of May, the people of Bos- 
ton took the new measure into grave and solemn 
consideration. Appealing to God and to the 
world, they proclaimed its injustice and cruelty. 
In order to enforce its repeal, resolutions were 
adopted and ordered to be transmitted to the 
other colonies, inviting them to renew their non- 
importation agreements as to all British goods* 
While the meeting was thus employed, Gage had 
landed in the town, with scarcely a welcome, 
and with none of the usual marks of public joy. 

Copies of the port bill were despatched to all 
parts of the colonies. Fierce was the flame that 
arose. Meetings were everywhere held, re- 
sponding to that of Boston. The assembly of 
Connecticut recommended a National Congress. 
The house of burgesses of Virginia appointed 
the first of June, on which the Act went into 
operation, as a day of fasting, humiliation, and 
prayer. Being immediately afterward dissolved, 
they met privately and recommended a National 
Congress. In the other colonies, also, this idea 
was broached and encouraged. By the Massa- 
chusetts general court, which presently met at 
Salem, the expediency of such a congress was 
declared, and Thomas Cushing, John and Samuel 
Adams, Egbert Treat Paine, and James Bowdoin, 
appointed delegates. The congress was to meet 
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at Philadelphia on the first of September. To 
defray the expenses of the delegates, five hun- 
dred pounds were to be raised by the several 
towns and districts in the province. Having 
disposed of this business, they recommended the 
adoption of non-importation and non-consumption 
agreements, which, notwithstanding the efforts 
of Gage, were afterward put into operation 
throughout the colony. On the very day in 
which this recommendation was made, Gage, 
already incensed by an address of the assembly, 
reflecting severely on his two immediate prede- 
cessors, sent the provincial secretary to proclaim 
a dissolution. Finding the doors locked, and 
being denied admittance, the secretary read the 
governor's proclamation on the stairs. Thus 
ended the last provincial assembly of Massa- 
chusetts. 

Meanwhile, the port bill was working with 
injurious effect. Though liberal contributions 
were raised for her in the different colonies, 
Boston, now cut off from commerce — the main 
dependence of her twenty thousand inhabitants 
— suffered in the extreme. The people of Salem, 
Marblehead, and other seaport towns, nobly 
refusing to rise upon the ruins of their neigh- 
bour, addressed themselves to Gage, and, in the 
glowing language of generous feeling, besought 
his influence in mitigating or removing the dis- 
tress to which Boston was subjected. To the 
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merchants of that city thej offered the use of 
their stores, wharves, and eren their personal 
services, free of all charge. 

The dawn of American independence was at 
hand. Already, a contest seemed inevitable. 
Gage was determined and active. He issued 
proclamations against sedition, concentrated six 
regiments in Boston, fortified the Neck, seized 
the provincial military stores at Cambridge and 
Charlestown, and in every way evidenced his 
fear of outbreak. The colonists, on the other 
hand, were not idle. The country was alive 
with warlike preparation. « Minute-men" were 
training on every green. Arms were cleaned, 
ammunition prepared, and military stores col- 
lected. Town meetings and county conventions 
— ^held in every town and village — aroused, sus- 
tained, and guided the spirit of resistance. 
Gage's seizure of the powder at Charlestown 
had created intense excitement, and large num- 
bers of people assembled in arms at Cambridge. 
With diflSculty they were persuaded from making 
an immediate attack upon the troops. Soon 
after, further evidence was given of the inflamed 
state of public feeling. It having been rumoured 
that the British fleet were firing upon Boston, 
in less than twenty-four hours nearly thirty 
thousand militia were in arms, marching to the 
i:;elief of their beleaguered capital. Only on 
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discovering the falsity of the rumour would they 
disperse. 

By the late parliamentary law, the councillors 
and judges derived their appointments from the 
drown. In August, Gage received a list of 
thirty-six councillors thus appointed. Of these, 
the greater part were sworn in ; but the popular 
hatred soon became so violent against them, that 
many were terrified into resigning. The new 
judges fared no better. Juries would not serve 
under them ; and, in some places, their sittings 
were broken up. 

On the 6th of September, a large convention 
assembled at Milton, in Suffolk county, to which 
Boston belonged, and passed a series of spirited 
resolutions and recommendations ; among others, 
that no obedience was due to any of the recent 
Acts of Parliament; and that the councillors 
under the new law, who did not immediately re^ 
sign, were to be treated as obstinate and incor- 
rigible enemies of their country. The people 
were also exhorted to perfect themselves in 
military ' exercises ; and the ta:3fc-collectors re- 
quested not to pay over any money in their 
hands until the province was « placed on a con- 
stitutional foundation," or until the provincial 
congress^ which they had recommehded, should 
otherwise order. These resolutions were for- 
warded to the National Congress, then in' session' 
at Philadelphia. 
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That body, composed of delegates from twelre 
provipces, during a long and anxious session of 
fifty-two days, prepared a declaration of rights, 
a petition to the Idng, a memorial to the people 
of England, and an address to the inhabitants 
of Canada. One of their first public acts was 
the adoption of a series of resolutions expressive 
of their genuine sympathy for their fellow- 
countrymen of Massachusetts. Approving of 
their late proceedings, they encouraged them to 
j)ersevere, firmly but temperately, in the line 
of conduct proposed by the convention at Mil- 
ton ; and resolved that the whole continent ought 
to extend them its cordial support in resisting 
the recent tyrannical abrogation of their ancient 
and approved charter. These resolutions were 
sent to Gage, accompanying a high-toned but 
judicious letter, in which they remonstrated 
against his arbitrary exercise of military rule, 
which could only drive the people to desperation; 
|ind concluded with an earnest entreaty that he 
would discontinue the fortifications in Boston. 

Meanwhile, Gage had called a session of the 
house of representatives, to meet at Salem early 
in October. Events changing his determination, 
Jbowever, he countermanded this call. Elections 
were, nevertheless, held, and on the 11th of 
October, the new members met at Salem. Hav- 
ing waited a day for some one to administer the 
.usual oaths, and nobody appearing, they resolyed 
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ttemselves into a provincial congress, chose 
Hancock for president, and adjourned to Con- 
cord. Having drawn up a memorial to Gage, 
declaring that until the military preparations 
in Boston were discontinued, he need not hope 
for satisfaction among the people, they ad- 
journed to Cambridge, whence a committee was 
sent to the governor with their memorial. Gage, 
in answering, said that his preparations were 
justified by a regard for his own safety, and 
concluded by calling upon them to desist from 
their proceedings, which were illegal. Th^ 
congress, however, in defiance of punishments 
threatened, continued in session until towai*d 
the close of November, when they temporarily 
adjourned. During their session, they appointed 
a Committee of Safety, at the head of which was 
Hancock, with power to call out the militia ; the 
militia were authorized to elect their company 
and regimental officers ; and, at the same time, 
Ward and Pomeroy, the latter of whom had been 
a colonel in the French and Indian war, were 
commissioned as generals. Military stores were 
ordered to be procured, toward which twenty 
thousand pounds were appropriated; and the 
tax-collectors were called upon to pay over their 
funds to the newly-appointed provincial treasurer. 
Meeting again in February, 1775, prompt mea- 
sures were taken to arm and equip the militia. 
Magazines of provisions and military stores were 
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established. Having prepared an address to 
the people, and appointed a day of fasting and 
prayer, the congress again adjourned for a short 
interval. 

Matters were now approaching a crisis. On 
Sunday, the 26th of February, 1775, Gage sent 
a detachment of one hundred and fifty regulars 
to seize a quantity of cannon deposited at Salem. 
They were obliged to return, however, empty- 
handed, the cannon being nowhere to be found. 
In the search for them, they barely avoided a 
contest with a party of the militia. 

Not long after this affair, the Massachusetts 
Congress re-assembled. While yet in session 
intelligence of the most exciting character was 
received. On the evening of the 18th of April, 
Gage despatched a force of some eight hundred 
men, under the command of Colonel Smith and 
Major Pitcairn, to seize and destroy a quantity 
of military stores which he had been informed 
were collected at Concord, some twenty miles 
from Boston. It was reported that the expedi- 
tion had also in view the arrest of Hancock and 
Adams. Every precaution was taken to prevent 
an alarm, but to no purpose ; the firing of guns 
and ringing of bells heralded their swift and 
silent advance. About sunrise on the morning 
of the nineteenth, the detachment arrived at 
Lexington. On a green not far from the road, 
d. small party of minute-men were drawn up. 
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Pitcairn, who was at the head of the British 
column, riding toward the militia, called out^ 
« Disperse, you rebels ; throw down your arms, 
and disperse!*' His order was not promptly 
obeyed. Some scattering shots were then fired 
by the British troops, who, immediately after, 
with a loud shout, poured in a regular volley, 
by which eight of the provincials were killed.^ 
Dispersing, they returned the fire, which had 
been entirely unprovoked. 

Having thus routed the few provincials at 
Lexington, the detachment marched on to Con- 
cord, which they entered unresisted, and de- 
stroyed the stores they found there. At their 
approach, however, a few minute-men, as- 
sembled on the green, had retired across a 
bridge back of the town. This bridge was placed 
under the guard of three companies of British 
light infantry. The provincials, from the hill 
where they were posted, seeing several fires iu 
the town, which they thought were from burning 
houses, now came down to the bridge and made 
a peaceable attempt to. cross. Pulling up a few 
planks, the guard retired to the Concord side 
of the river; and the minute-men still ad- 
vancing, they sent in a volley, by which two of 
the provincials were killed. Immediately the 
fire was returned, and, with a loss of several 
men, the regulars fled to the main body in town. 
A retreat was now ordered and hastily begun. 
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There was good cause. The whole country was 
alive with their exasperated and determined foes ; 
who, hurrying in from all sides, now poured in 
upon the British troops from behind houses, 
trees, fences, and every place affording cover, an 
irregular but continued and deadly fire. Worn 
down with heat, and retiring in a disorderly man- 
ner, the detachment at length arrived at Lex- 
ington, where, fortunately for their safety, they 
were jnet by a supporting column of nine hundred 
men and two pieces of cannon, under the charge 
of Lord Percy. 

Breathing a little, the whole party now fell 
back toward Boston. As soon as the retreat 
was resumed, the provincials renewed their fire, 
which was kept up with increasing vigour during 
the rest of the march. About sunset, utterly 
exhausted with their march of thirty-five miles, 
the regulars arrived at Charlestown. Encamp- 
ing that night on Bunker Hill, the next morning 
they crossed over to Boston. 

During this engagement, in which from eight 
to sixteen hundred of their best troops contended 
with an irregular force of provincials, at no one 
time exceeding five hundred men, the British 
lost a grand total of two hundred and seventy- 
three in killed, wounded, and missing. Of the 
provincials, fifty were killed and thirty-eight 
wounded. 

Immediately on receiving this intelligence, the 
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Congress of Massachusetts voted to raise thir- 
teen thousand six hundred men, which it was 
hoped the other New England colonies would 
augment to thirty thousand. An artillery regi- 
ment was authorized, at the head of which Grid- 
ley, an old engineer oflScer, was placed. A 
captain-generalship was given to Ward, and 
Thomas was made a lieutenant-general. To 
provide for the expenses of the new recruits, 
paper currency to the amount of ,£100,000 was 
ordered to be issued. An account of the recent 
battle was then drawn up, accompanied with 
depositions to show that the regulars were the 
aggressors, and despatched to England. With 
it was a brief but spirited address to the people 
of Great Britain, in which, still professing loyalty 
to the king, hardly as they had been used, the 
colonists yet avowed their determination not to 
submit to the tyranny of an evil ministry ; and, 
appealing to the justice of Heaven, expressed 
their resolution " to die or be free.** 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

Reception by the colonies of the battle of Lexington — Boston 
invested by the provincials — Green commissioned by Rhode 
Island — Ptitnam appointed to command the Connecticut 
troops — Stark arrives with reinforcements from New Hamp- 
shire — Meetmg of the continental congress — Capture of 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point by Allen and Warner — Gage 
proclaims martial law — Intrenchments thrown up on Breed's 
Hill — Movements of the British — Battle of Breed's or Bunker 
Hill — ^Death of Warren — Washington appointed commander- 
in-chief— His arrival in camp before Boston — Siege of Boston 
— Provindal government organized — Falmouth bombarded 
and burned — Privateering encouraged by the general court 
— Reassembling of the continental congress — The army re- 
organized — Patriotic conduct of Colonel Whitcombe — Gage 
recalled — Howe appointed commander-in-chief of the Eng- 
lish forces — Washington prepares to assault Boston — The 
town adandoned by the enemy. 

The tidings of the battle of Lexington flew 
with wonderful rapidity from colony to colony, 
and every where excited the most determined 
spirit of resistance to ministerial oppression. 
Flushed with a success almost unparalleled in 
military history, the provincials lost all fear, and 
were confident of final victory in the contest 
which had been forced upon them. Armies were 
created as if by magic. Two days after the 
battle, Boston was invested by a volunteer force 
of twenty thousand men, Rhode Island imme- 
diately voted an army of observation fifteeii 



dbyGoogk 



250 HiSTOBY OF Massachusetts. [1776. 

hundred strong, to command which Nathaniel 
Green, a young ironmaster, already in the field 
before Boston, was commissioned. Six thousand 
men were voted by Connecticut, four thousand 
of which were to aid their brethren in Massa- 
chusetts. General Putnam, a veteran of sixty 
winters, accustomed to the storms of battle, was 
placed at their head. New Hampshire called 
for three regiments, two of which were already 
under the command of the adventurous Stark, 
in the investing army around Boston. In the 
middle and southern colonies a no less active 
spirit prevailed, and every thing betokened an 
earnest struggle. 

The Continental Congress, which met in 
May, at once entered actively into business. 
Denying any present design of independence, 
they resolved that war was already com- 
menced by Great Britain, and measures were 
taken for the speedy organization of an army 
for the defence of the " United Colonies.*' De- 
claring the compact between the otowu and the 
people of Massachusetts dissolved, they recom- 
mended the inhabitants of that province to form 
a new government according to the powers con- 
tained in their original charter. 

Meanwhile, an adventurous party, under the 
direction of Ethan Allen and Seth Warner, had 
surprised and captured the fortresses of Ticonde- 
roga and Crown Point, along with which $i lar^ 
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quantity of valuaible and much needed military 
stores fell into their hands. Boston was still under 
close investment, and Gage began to feel its 
effects. The want of fresh provisions was a se- 
rious inconvenience ; to remedy which, foraging 
parties were sent out upon some of the small 
islands in the bay, but on every occasion the in- 
habitants beat them off, at times with consider- 
able loss. Beyond these skirmishes, for a period 
of nearly two months both the besieged and the 
besiegers were apparently idle. Gage, however, 
had been receiving constant accession to his 
garrison, while the Americans were occupied in 
drilling their brave but untrained recruits. 

With a force now augmented to some ten 
thousand of the best troops in the British 
service, Gage proclaimed martial law as a pre- 
lude to more vigorous action against the refrac- 
tory colonists. Pardon, however, was offered to 
all who would immediately lay down their arms 
and returh to their allegiance, Samuel Adams 
and John Hancock only excepted, "whose crimes 
were of that nature which condign punishment" 
alone could expiate. 

This proclamation aroused the activity of the 
Americans, now some sixteen thousand in num- 
ber, under the command of John Whitcombe 
and Dr. Joseph Warren, who had been commis- 
sioned as first and second major-generals of the 
Massachusetts forces. Hitherto Charlestown hiftd 
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been neglected by both parties. Whether they 
should act on the offensive or defensive, the 
Americans viewed its possession as important. 
Accordingly, on the night of the 16th of June, 
pursuant to previous orders, Colonel Prescott, 
with about fifteen hundred men, set out to 
occupy Bunker Hill, a considerable height just 
within the peninsula of Charlestown. Prescott, 
through some mistake, passed on to Breed's 
Hill, high and large like the other, but much 
nearer Boston, where, by daylight, his party had 
thrown up a small but formidable redoubt. 
When the morning mists broke away, the guns 
of the Lively, British man-of-war, summoned the 
town, the camp, and the fleet to witness a sight 
that seemed but little less than a prodigy — so 
silently and expeditiously had the American en- 
trenchments arose. Immediately a heavy can- 
nonade was opened upon the provincials. With 
the coolness of veterans they continued their 
toil, extorting admiration even from their ene- 
mies. By noon they had thrown up a breast- 
work, extending from the redoubt down toward 
the northern foot of the hill. As the eminence 
thus partially fortified might command Boston, 
Gage determined to dislodge the Americans. 
For this purpose two thousand picked men, led 
by Generals Howe and Pigot, crossed over in 
boats to Moreton's Point, where, forming under 
cover of the guns of the fleet, they remained. 
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until additional troops had swelled their number 
to nearly three thousand. 

Meanwhile Stark, with the two New Hamp- 
shire regiments, arrived on the ground. Taking 
a position to the left, and in the rear of the yet 
unfinished breastwork, he secured an imperfect 
cover for his men behind some post and rail 
fences, set up in parallel lines a few feet apart, 
the space between which was filled in with new- 
mown hay. With this addition, the American 
force was probably twenty-three hundred in 
number. Many of these, especially those upon 
whom the brunt of the battle afterward fell, 
had been labouring all night in the entrenchments. 
Two field-pieces were their only artillery. 

As thus the two armies prepared for a deadly 
struggle, thousands of anxious spectators had 
gathered upon the neighbouring heights, and the 
roofs and steeples of Boston. Over all was the 
calm and unclouded sky of June. About three 
o'clock in the afternoon, from ships and batteries, 
a furious cannonade broke upon the American 
lines. Covered by this cannonade, the British 
slowly advanced, halting, at times, to deliver 
their fire. Not till the enemy had well-nigh 
reached the redoubt, did the provincials show 
signs of life. Then, deliberate in their aim, and 
with the certainty of tried marksmen, they sent 
volley after volley into the British ranks with 
deadly effect. The enemy wavered, broke and fled, 
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While their officers rallied them for a fresh at- 
tack, Charlestown was set on fire by order of 
Gage. Built mostly of wood, it was soon 
wrapped in flames, which gave additional horror 
to the scene, as the British Ime a second time 
moved slowly forward. Met again by that quick 
and fatal succession of volleys, they again fled^ 
confused and disheartened. A third time, 
forced by the swords of their officers, and en- 
couraged by Clinton, who now made his appear- 
ance, the regulars advanced. A few pieces of 
artillery had gained a position to rake the breast- 
work ; the Americans had expended their ammu- 
nition ; and now, attacked on three sides, they 
were driven from the redoubt at the point of the 
bayonet. Meanwhile, the English light-infantry 
were pressing Stark, who, however, stood un- 
shaken till the redoubt was lost. Clubbing their 
muskets, the provincials reluctantly fell back in a 
body, and effected a safe retreat over Charlestown 
Neck. Some few fell by the cannonade to which 
they were here exposed ; a cannonade so terrible, 
apparently, that troops sent to reinforce them 
had not ventured to pass through it. The Bri- 
tish attempted no pmrsuit. Advancing ad far as 
Bunker Hill, from which the battle derives its 
present name, they there entrenched. Ptospect 
Hill, immediately in front, was occupied by 
the Americans. 

Such a victory, for the British, was but Kttte 
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better thw defeat. Twenty-three hundred men, 
mostly farmers, untrained, and little used to the 
horrid details of battle, with a loss of only four 
hundred and fifty in killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing, had bravely confronted an army three thou- 
sand strong, chosen troops of the British service, 
and backed by the cannon of a fleet. Only 
when they could no longer fight, they yielded 
their position; one dearly gained by the victors, 
who lost on that momentous day ten hundred and 
fifty-four men, nearly one-fourth of whom were 
dead on the field. 

Among the American slain none was more 
<ieeply lamented than General Warren, who, 
with Putaiam, acted as a volunteer on this occa- 
3ion, Ab a statesman, he was sagacious; as an 
orator, eloquent ; as a patriot, ardent and sincere ; 
fuid as a husband, father, and friend, beloved by 
the social circle in which he moved. Quitting 
the peaceful walks of his humane profession, he 
had fallen in defence of the liberties of his 
jcountry, leaving an infant family, with small 
Vieans of support ; for whom congress, after long 
delay, and only through the warm and perseve- 
ring efforts of Arnold, at length made suitable 
provision, 

Meanwhtte the Continental Congress had ap- 
pointed George Washington commander-in-chief 
pf the American forces. Accepting the com- 
mission in a modeat speech, he declined any pe- 



dbyGoogk 



256 HISTORY OF MASSACHUSETTS. [1775. 

cuniary reward, a desire for which, he said, 
could never have tempted him to accept so ardu- 
ous an employment at the expense of his do- 
mestic ease and happiness. Ward, Lee, Schuy- 
ler, Putnam, and Gates were commissioned as 
major-generals. Of these Gates and Lee had 
been British officers, and had served with dis- 
tinction ; Schuyler was from New York ; and 
Ward and Putnam were already in camp at 
Boston. Pomeroy, Heath, and Thomas, of Mas- 
sachusetts ; Wooster, a provincial officer in the 
late French war, and Spencer of Connecticut ; 
Greene, of Rhode Island; Montgomery, an Lrish 
officer, who had gained reputation at Louisburg 
and Quebec; and Sullivan, a member of con- 
gress from New York, were appointed brigadiers. 
Within two weeks after the battle of Bunker 
Hill, Washington and Lee arrived in camp. At 
once entering upon the duties of his command, 
Washington determined upon a close and com- 
plete investment of Boston. An assault was 
liot to be thought of at present. The army, ex- 
cellent in materials, was badly organized. Of 
powder, there was hardly a dozen rounds to a 
man. Artillery and besieging tools were scarce, 
and what few they had were almost worthless. 
Washington, therefore, separating his force of 
fifteen thousand men into three grand divisions, 
extended his line over a distance of ten miles. 
The right wing, commaned by Ward, resting at 
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Boxbury ; the left, under Lee, on Prospect Hill ; 
while the centre, directed by the commander-in- 
chief himself, took post at Cambridge. A con* 
tinuous chain of small cantonments kept the 
communication open. Parties were also stationed 
along the sea-coast as a check to the British 
foraging parties. Thus arranged, Washington 
put his soldiers under constant drill, at the same 
time intimating to congress the necessity of a 
new and more efficient military organization. 

Following the advice of congress, a system of 
government was now adopted in Massachusetts, 
and adhered to until the formation of a consti- 
tution five years afterward, wholly in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the old charter. A 
house of representatives was chosen ; and 
these, on the 19th of July, proceeded to the 
election of councillors. Adhering tp former 
usage, the vacant offices of governor and lieu- 
tenant-governor were vested in the newly-elected 
council. While the general court was yet in 
session, Falmouth, now Portland, then a flourish- 
ing town of some five hundred houses, was bom- 
barded and burned by a fleet of British cruisers, 
under command of one Lieutenant Mowatt. 
After this wanton outrage, Mowatt attempted a 
landing, when the unterrified inhabitants stood 
to their arms and he was beaten off. Previously, 
Mowatt had chased a vessel into Gloucester 
harbour, where be tried to capture her with a 

22* 



dbyG®Ogk 



258 HISTORY OF MASSACHtSBTTS. [1775. 

party in boats. The town's-people assisting the 
vessel, the boats were driven back, when the 
Englishman commenced a fire on the town. 
Afterward, attempting to land, he was again 
foiled, losing his boats and thirty-five men. To 
counteract such incursions in future, the general 
court passed a law to authorize and encourage 
privateering ; at the same time providing for the 
equipment of two armed vessels on their own ac- 
count. Vessels were likewise fitted out by Wash- 
ington to cut off the Boston supply-ships. Cap- 
tain Manly, of the schooner Lee, distinguished 
himself in this service. Cruising in Massachu- 
setts Bay, perilous from storms and the presence 
of the enemy, he made several prizes, among 
which was a brig laden with mortars, heavy guns, 
and working tools. These, with some cannon 
brought by Knox from Ticonderoga, proved a 
welcome addition to the resources of the conti- 
nental army. Simultaneously a large supply of 
powder, taken from English vessels captured off 
Charleston, arrived in camp. 

Congress, of which Hancock was now presi- 
dent, having assembled, under the style of the 
"Thirteen United Colonies," on the 6th of Sep- 
tember, it was determined to reorganize the be- 
sieging army. By the plan agreed upon it was 
to consist of twenty-six regiments, numbering 
in all, twenty thousand men. In selecting of- 
ficers, much diflSculty was experienced by Wash^ 
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ington, upon whom this duty devolved. Jealousies 
and heart-burnings were created, and many men 
would not re-enlist until they knew with whom 
they were to serve. Notwithstanding these 
drawbacks, Washington laboured cheerfully; 
and, though compelled to encounter many ex- 
amples of want of public spirit, he could point 
to others of brilliant patriotism. Particularly 
he spoke in approbation of the conduct of Colo- 
nel Asa Whitcombe, a meritorious oflScer, who 
had served in the late French war. On account 
of his advanced age, he had been left out of the 
new list of regimental oflBicers. To give a good 
example to his men, who, for this supposed slight, 
refused to enlist again, the gallant veteran took 
the gun of a private. Struck with this patriotic 
forgetfulness of self, one of the other colonels, 
with a nobleness that likewise pleased the heart 
of Washington, resigned his regiment in favour 
of Whitcombe, to whom it was immediately 
given. 

While, during the winter, Washington laboured 
to perfect his army, the British remained cooped 
up in Boston. The ministry, perhaps dissatisfied 
with the result of the battle of Bunker Hill, had 
recalled Gage, and General Howe was now com- 
mander-in-chief. The troops suffered greatly. 
Those encamped on Bunker Hill had no other 
protection than their tents. Supplies sent from 
England seldom came safe to hand. Salted 
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provisions were their chief food, and for fuel 
they were obliged to pull down houses. 

On the 4th of March, 1776, having, almost 
within gunshot of twenty British regiments, dis- 
banded one army and organized a second, Wash- 
ington was prepared for a more active siege. 
Diverting the attention of the garrison by a vigo* 
rous cannonade from the ^eminence of Cambridge 
nearest Boston, on the night of the 4th, which 
was dark and favourable for the enterprise, he 
despatched Thomas with some two thousand men 
to occupy Dorchester, or South Boston Heights, 
a hill commapiding the town, and a considerable 
part of the harbour of Boston. By morning a 
strong redoubt was thrown up. Howe, choosing 
between abandoning the town or dislodgiifg the 
Americans, decided upon the latter. In expecta- 
tion of such an attempt, Washington had pre* 
pared to force four thousand men into Boston 
by way of Charles' River. But a violent storm 
having arisen, Howe delayed his intended assault 
till the following day, when despairing of success, 
be altered his mind, and determined upon an im- 
mediate evacuation. 

After gathering up all the woollen and linen 
goods they could find, and wantonly destroying 
a large quantity of salt, molasses, and other ar- 
ticles, belonging to private persons, the British 
began to embark. Howe having threatened to 
0et the town on fire if molepted in his departure. 
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WaBhington did not attempt to harass the re- 
treat. Eleven days were consumed in the evacu- 
ation, durihg which time nine thousand soldiers, 
sailors^ and marines, together with fifteen hundred 
unfortunate loyalists, had embarked on one hun- 
dred and fifty vessels of various kinds. 

Scarcely was the evacuation completed, when 
Washington triumphantly entered the town, 
Beleased from their long confinement, and from 
the various inconveniences and insults to which 
they had been subjected, the inhabitants welcomed 
him as a deliverer. Mutual congratulations be- 
tween friends and relatives detained within the 
British lines, and those who were kept without, 
were now exchanged with unusual warmth. The 
Massachusetts general court highly complimented 
Washington in an address, to which he replied 
with becoming modesty. Congress honoured 
him with a vote of thanks, and ordered a medal 
to be struck to commemorate his victory. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Massachusetts daring the war — Washington in New York^ 
Capture of English transports — Invasion of Canada by 
Kontgomery^-March of Arnold through the wilderness — 
His appearance before Quebec — His junction with Mont- 
gomery — Attack on Quebec — Death of Montgomery and 
retreat of Arnold — Canada evacuated by the Americans — 
'Declaration of Independence — Success of Carleton — £vacua« 
tion of New York — Washington's retreat across the Jerseys 
— ^Defeat of the Hessians — Skirmish at Princeton — ^Howe's 
movements — Battle of Brandywine — Of Oermantown — 
Burgoyne descends firom Canada— Battle of Bennington — 
Of Saratoga — Surrender of Burgoyne— Treaty with France 
— Philadelphia evacuated by Howe — ^Battle of Monmouth— < 
Arrival of the French squadron — ^Newport invested — Defeat 
of Sullivan — ^Virginia harassed by the British — Georgia 
invaded — Conquest of South Carolina — ^Defeat of Gates — 
Hancock elected governor of MassachusetUh— Movements of 
Greene— Battle of Guilford Court House — Cornwallis enters 
Virginia — Siege of Yorktdwn — Surrender of Cornwallis. 

After the evacuation of Boston by the British 
army under Howe, the field of active military 
operations was shifted from the borders of Mas- 
sachusetts. During the entire struggle for in- 
dependence, the people escaped, with a few 
trivial exceptions, the immediate horrors and 
devastations of war. More densely settled than 
her sister colonies, with a militia well organized 
and prompt to rally against an invading force, 
the British, mindful of Lexington and Bunker 
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Hill, mftde no serious attempt to invade her 
shores. But if Massachusetts was thus exempted 
from the evils of invasion — if, after the two 
prominent battles already noticed, scarcely a 
skirmish was fought within h^r jurisdiction — it 
was not from any unwillingness on the part of 
her people to bear their full proportion of the 
miseries, as well as the honours and blessings, 
of the momentous and wearisome struggle. 
Patriotic, brave, and conscious that Massachu- 
setts had been among the foremost to disseminate 
the principles of liberty, many of her sons served 
in the continental army wherever danger to the 
common country called them ; and on many of 
the important battle-fields of the Revolution, 
their blood was liberally shed in defence of 
freedom and the American Union. Of the two 
hundred and thirty-one thousand soldiers fur- 
nished to the continental ranks during the contest 
for independence, no less than sixty-seven thou- 
sand were brought into service by Massachusetts 
alone. 

Howe's destination was Halifax. Washington, 
ignorant of this, leaving five regiments in Boston, 
hastened with the main army to New York, 
whither he was apprehensive the British had 
sailed. Not long after his departure, consider- 
able excitement was created by the appearance 
in Nantucket Roads, below the town, of a British 
squadron convoying a fleet of transports. The 



dbyGoogk 



264 HISTORY OP MASSACHUSETTS. [1776, 

population assembling in arms, they were soon 
driven off. Three other transports, uninformed of 
Howe's evacuation, coming into the harbour a 
few days afterward, were captured, and two 
hundred and fifty soldiers who were in them 
made prisoners. 

While Washington was besieging Boston, 
Canada had been nearly won, and completely 
lost. In the fall of 1775, Montgomery, after 
reducing St. John's and Montreal, pushed down 
the St. Lawrence toward Quebec. In the mean 
time, Arnold, with eleven hundred men, includ- 
ing Morgan's Virginia Kifles and a company of 
artillery, was despatched from the camp before 
Boston to co-operate with Montgomery. After 
one of the most memorable marches on record, 
through the dense wilderness between the head- 
waters of the Kennebec and Chaudiere rivers, 
during which he underwent the severest toils and 
privations, and was abandoned by nearly half 
his men, Arnold, on the 5th of November, sud- 
denly appeared on the St. Lawrence opposite 
Quebec. Had he been able to cross at once, the 
town, might have fallen into his hands. While 
he was detained collecting boats to make the 
passage, Carleton, the English commandant, 
prepared for a desperate defence. Arnold, still 
hopeful, on the night of the 13th crossed the 
river, and the next morning drew up his little 
army of scarcely five hundred on the Plains of 
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Abraham. The British, however, would not risk 
an open battle. Wanting means to conduct a 
siege, Arnold withdrew up the river to Point au 
Trembles, where he joined his forces with those 
of Montgomery. Thus united, the two generals 
had but little over one thousand effective men ; 
yet they determined to renew the attempt against 
Quebec. With a courage almost desperate, they 
decided on an assault. Before daylight on the 
morning of the 31st of December, in the midst 
of a driving snow-storm, the assault was made. 
Conducted with the utmost gallantry, it failed ; 
yet victory was almost within grasp. Mont- 
gomery fell dead at the head of his column, 
Arnold was severely wounded, and Morgan, 
fighting desperately at the head of his brave 
Virginians, was compelled to surrender to a 
superior force. 

With the remnant of his troops, Arnold, re- 
tiring three miles up the river, maintained the 
siege of Quebec during the winter. In the 
spring of 1776, General Thomas came to his 
assistance with some four hundred men; but 
several vessels suddenly appearing with rein- 
forcements for the enemy, the siege was raised 
and the army, under the direction of Thomas, 
hastily fell back to Sorel. Here the small-pox 
broke out among the troops. Great numbers 
were carried off, and among the rest General 
Thomas. At length, meeting with disaster after 

28 
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disaster, the northern army rapidly, bnt in good 
order, retreated from Canada, which again fell 
completely into the possession of the British. 

On the 7th of June, the subject of American 
independence was for the first time formally 
introduced into Congress. At the election in 
May previous, the voters of Massachusetts had 
unanimously instructed their representatives in 
favour of it. On the 4th of July following, the 
Declaration of Independence, as drawn up by 
Thomas JefiFerson, of Virginia, was adopted and 
signed by nearly every member present in 
Congress. 

The result of the campaign of 1776 was cheer* 
less. Canada had been lost ; and following up 
his advantage, Carleton.l^ad driven the northern 
army into Ticonderoga, capturing Crown Point 
and defeating Arnold in a naval engagement, 
by which the British won the command of Lake 
Champlain. In the mean time, Washington had 
been compelled to evacuate New York. Howe, 
with twenty-four thousand well-trained troops, 
having gained a signal victory over Putnam on 
Long Island, now occupied that city. Defeat 
after defeat pressed upon Washington, whose 
entire combined army was less than twenty 
thousand undisciplined and frequently dissatisfied 
men. At length, with some three thousand 
tentless, blanketless, and illy clad troops, he 
retreated across the Jerseys, hard pushed by 
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Comwallis, with a force in every way superior. 
On the 7th of December, he took up a position 
on the west bank of the Delaware river opposite 
. to Trenton, which town was immediately occu- 
pied by the advanced guard of Cornwallis, com- 
posed of about fifteen hundred Hessians. The 
deepest gloom now took possession of the hearts 
of the people ; but a brilliant movement of the 
commander-in-chief aided greatly in restoring 
confidence. On Christmas night, recrossing the 
Delaware, then full of floating ice, nine miles 
above Trenton, Washington fell at daybreak the 
next morning upon the Hessians quartered in 
the town, and took two-thirds of their number 
prisoners with the loss of but four men, of whom 
two were frozen to death. Alarmed by so vi- 
gorous a movement, Howe despatched Cornwallis 
to attack Washington at Trenton. Rapidly 
moving up in force, the main body of the British, 
on the night of the 2d of January, 1777, were 
encamped in front of the American lines. For 
Washington to retreat was almost impossible, 
and a battle he was not prepared to risk. With 
masterly 'decision, he resolved upon the bold 
plan of attacking Cornwallis's rear, which was 
at Princeton. The expedient was tried, and it 
succeeded. Three regiments, composing the 
English rear guard, were met near Princeton 
and put to flight, with a severe loss in killed and 
wounded, and three hundred taken prisoners. 
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Cornwallis immediately fell back to Brunswick, 
while Washington went into winter quarters at 
Morristown. 

In the campaign of 1777, two movements 
occupied the attention of the British. Howe, 
setting out by sea from New York, after several 
vain attempts to baffle the penetration of Wash- 
ington, finally made a landing at the head of 
Chesapeake Bay, from whence he directed his 
march toward Philadelphia. Defeating Wash- 
ington at Brandywine, and surprising Wayne at 
Paoli, the British forces entered Philadelphia on 
the 25th of September. Howe having encamped 
the bulk of his troops at Germantown, Washing- 
ton determined to attack them at that place. 
An attempt to follow out this determination, 
though opening with every prospect of success, 
resulted in his disastrous defeat, with the loss 
of more than a thousand men. Retiring up the 
Schuylkill, Washington established his winter 
quarters at Valley Forge, some twenty miles 
from Philadelphia. 

Meanwhile, the more important movement of 
the British — ^Burgoyne's attempt to open a com- 
munication between Canada and New York, thus 
forming a cordon, with the assistance of the 
British fleet, around the New England colonies 
— ^had been signally frustrated by Gates. Leav- 
ing Canada with an admirable army of eight 
thousand men, Burgoyne easily possessed him^ 
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self of Ticonderoga. Twelve hundred men 
forming the rear of the retreating garrison^ were 
attacked and dispersed. Following up his suc- 
cesses, Burgoyne was soon in command of Lake 
Creorge. The defeat of Baum by Stark at Ben- 
nington, which was the first check to his career 
of victory, revived the sinking spirits of the 
Americans. Burgoyne's Indian allies and Cana- 
dian troops now began to desert him. Finally, de- 
feated and hemmed in on all sides, with his ranks 
thinning daily, and his provisions and supplies 
failing, and hopeless of succour, on the 17th of 
October he surrendered to Gates. By this im- 
portant victory, five thousand six hundred men, 
together with a large quantity of arms, artillery, 
and other military stores, fell into the hands of 
the Americans. 

Previous to any military operations of import- 
ance in the campaign of 1778, copies of the 
conciliatory bills brought into parliament by 
Lord North, were received in America. By 
these bills, the primary question in dispute — the 
right of parliament to tax the colonies — ^was 
virtually relinquished ; and a proposition offered 
for a treaty to renew the allegiance of the colo- 
nies to the crown. 

Ever since the commencement of hostilities, 

the American commissioners in Paris had been 

vainly endeavouring to procure the assistance of 

France. Lnmediately on learning that the con- 

2a» 
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ciliatory bills were likely to receive the sanction 
of parliament, Vergennes, the French minister, 
expressed to the commissioners the desire of 
France to treat with America. Accordingly, 
two treaties were drawn up— one of friendship 
and commerce, the other of defensive alliance. 
By these treaties, which were speedily ratified 
by Congress, the whole effect of the conciliatory 
bills, whatever it might have been, was neutral- 
ized. The determination of the Americans to 
win their independence remained intact. 

France was now to enter into the contest. 
Fearful of being blockaded by a French fleet, 
Howe thought it best to evacuate Philadelphia. 
Going himself by sea to Neyr York, he left 
Clinton to lead the army across the Jerseys. 
Washington immediately started in pursuit of 
Clinton. Coming up with him at Monmouth, 
a sharp action began, but it was broken off with- 
out any decided advantage to either party, by 
the approach of darkness. During the night, 
the British* quietly retreated to the highlands 
of Nevisink, where they took up a strong posi- 
tion, and were soon afterward transported by 
Howe*s fleet to New York. 

Washington crossing the Hudson, encamped 
at White Plains. Having been notified of the 
arrival of Count D'Estaing with a French fleet 
consisting of twelve ships of the line and four 
frigates, on board which were four thousand 
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soldiers, Washington prepared for a movement, 
in co-operation with D'Estaing, against New 
York. Compelled to abandon this design, he 
turned his attention toward Newport, which was 
now occupied by six thousand British troops 
under Pigot. Sullivan, to whom the demonstra- 
tion against Newport was intrusted, speedily 
collected five thousand New England militia, to 
which were added continentals suflScient to swell 
his army to double that number. Every thing 
was prepared for the attack, with the most san- 
guine expectations of success. But D'Estaing, 
who was to co-operate with the land forces, had 
put to sea in search of the fleet of Admiral Lord 
Howe. At the moment the two navies were 
about to engage, a terrible storm arose, separat- 
ing the combatants, and so badly damaging the 
fleet of D'Estaing that he notified Sullivan, who, 
in the mean time, had crossed to the island and 
advanced to within two miles of Newport, that it 
was absolutely necessary for him to go in to. Bos- 
ton for repairs. Reluctantly Sullivan abandoned 
his works and slowly retired, fighting with the 
British to the head of the island, whence he 
efiiected a safe retreat to the main land. The 
year closed without any other military operations 
of importance. In November, there were appre- 
hensions of an attack upon Boston. But the 
British fleet imder Admiral Byron, which gave 
cause for this alarm, was dispersed by a storm, 
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and one of the vessels wrecked on Cape Cod. 
Washington soon after went into winter quarters 
at Middlebrook, his left wing resting at Danbury, 
in Connecticut, and his right at Elizabethtown, 
New Jersey. 

Despairing of subjugating the northern colo- 
nies, upon whose shores they found it impossible 
to gain more than an occasional foothold, which 
it required all their eflForts to keep, the British, 
in 1779, directed their endeavours against the 
south. During the year, a marauding expedi- 
tion was fitted out against Virginia. Beyond 
ravaging the sea-coast towns, by which a large 
amount of private and public property was de- 
stroyed, little of importance was effected. An 
invasion of Georgia was more successful. Sa- 
vannah, and, soon after, the whole province, fell 
into the hands of the enemy. Lincoln, in co- 
operation with D'Estaing, subsequently attempted 
to retake Savannah, but failed with a heavy loss. 
Meanwhile, Massachusetts had despatched an 
expedition to dislodge the British from a fort 
they had erected and garrisoned on the Penob- 
scot. This, too, was defeated,' with a loss of 
nineteen vessels, large and small^ composing the 
naval portion of the expedition. 

Early in the succeeding year. Sir Henry 
Clinton vigorously pushed the conquest of South 
Carolina. On the 7th of April, he appeared 
before Charleston with some seven thousand 
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troops. After an obstinate resistance of more 
than a month, iSnding further attempts to hold 
the town useless, Lincoln, who had charge of 
the defence, capitulated, the garrison to be 
treated as prisoners of war. Following up this 
victory, Clinton soon overran the entire province, 
making a complete conquest. Be-establishing 
the royal government, and leaving Cornwallis to 
keep possession, he returned to New York, 
Ghites, presently appointed by Congress to com- 
mand the army in the South, was signally de- 
feated during the following August by the British 
under Rawdon and Cornwallis at Camden. His 
army was entirely broken up. This disaster led 
to his removal from command, and Greene, who 
was named his successor, toward the close of 
the year, while Cornwallis was preparing for the 
invasion of North Carolina, made his appearance 
in the American camp at Charlotte. 

At the nbrth, the campaign was feebly carried 
on by both parties. Beyond the skirmishes 
between outposts and foragers, no engagements 
of importance took place. . Six thousand French 
troops under Rochambeau arrived on the 10th 
of July, together with a considerable fleet. 

Washington had projected, with their assist- 
ance, an attack upon New York ; but the British 
fleet being reinforced, outnumbered that of the 
French suflSciently to drive them into Newport 
—abandoned during the previous year by the 
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English — ^where they forced them to remain in 
a state of blockade. About the same time, John 
Hancock was elected the first governor under 
the new constitution of Massachusetts, which 
had just receiyed the sanction of the people. 

Perhaps at no period of the war had the pros- 
pect of the ultimate success of the struggle for 
independence appeared so gloomy as at the 
opening of the campaign of 178L Arnold's 
treason the previous year, though productive of 
no obvious advantage to the English, had struck 
a chill into the hearts of the Americans ; and a 
defection in the Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
troops, which was with diflSculty suppressed, 
evidenced a lamentable weakness highly encou- 
raging to the hopes of the enemy. 

Early in January, Cornwallis, previous to 
inarching in pursuit of Greene, despatched Colo- 
nel Tarleton, a brave but rash and impetuous 
cavalry officer, against Morgan, who at this time 
was carrying on a partizan warfare in the western 
part of South Carolina. Tarleton being defeated 
at the Cowpens, with a loss of half his men, 
Cornwallis immediately started in pursuit of 
Morgan, who was soon after joined by Greene. 
A series of rapid movements now took place, 
which resulted in the battle of Guilford Court 
House. Though victory remained with Corn- 
wallis, he was obliged to fall back. Greene 
immediately came to the bold determination of 
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crossing into South Carolina and attacking 
Rawdon, who, with nine hundred men, was 
posted at Camden. By this movement he hoped 
to draw Comwallis out of North Carolina. Dis- 
covering Greene's design too late to frustrate it, 
Cornwallis made a rapid northward march and 
joined Arnold and Phillips, who were ravaging 
Virginia. Meanwhile, Greene persevered in his 
design against Rawdon, and, though several 
times defeated, forced the latter to abandon his 
outposts and retire to Charleston ; so that South 
Carolina was once more in a great measure Re- 
lieved of the presence of the enemy. 

Lafayette, who had been sent into Virginia to 
oppose the advance of Cornwallis, finding his 
force entirely too weak to risk an engagement, 
was compelled to retreat toward the Rappahan- 
nock, where he formed a junction with Wayne, 
at the head of about a thousand of the Pennsyl- 
vania line. The British general made immediate 
pursuit ; but receiving orders from Clinton, who 
apprehended an attack upon New York, to take 
up a safe position and'there await further direc- 
tions, he withdrew to the peninsulas of York and 
Gloucester. Here he concentrated his entire 
army, eight thousand strong, fortifying his posi- 
tion by a line of formidable redoubts. Wash- 
ington, who had for some time meditated an 
attack upon New York, now determined to strike 
a blow at Cornwallis. Secretly and with great 
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rapidity, before Clinton was aware of his move- 
ment, he had joined Lafayette at Williamsburg 
with the combined French and American forces. 
De Grrasse, with a large French fleet, having 
cut off" Comwallis's retreat by water, the allied 
armies commenced a vigorous siege. After sus- 
taining their assault with gallantry for nearly 
three weeks, the British were compelled on the 
16th of October, greatly to their humiliation, to 
surrender as prisoners of war. 



CHAPTEK XX. 



Prospects of peace — Memorial of the general court — ^Right of 
the fisheries — ^Exhausted condition of the confederated 
states — Disaffection in the American army — Peace pro- 
claimed — Difficulties in Massachusetts — Indebtedness of the 
State — Popular discontent — -Bowdoin chosen governor — ^His 
address to the people — National convention called — State 
convention at Hatfield — Internal discord — Popular disturb- 
ances — Action of the legislature — Riots at Worcester — 
Daniel Shays the popular leader — Proposes to march to 
Boston — Winter quarters of the rioters — Their conduct at 
Springfield — The militia called out — Armory at Springfield 
attacked — Defeat of the insurgents — Petition for pardon — 
Activity of General Lincoln — Capture of the rioters — Re- 
storation of tranquillity. 

Early in 1782, peace became a matter of 
confident hope. The popular feeling in Eugland 
was evidently against continuing hostilities. A, 
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change in the ministry had coneeqaently taken 
place, and a majority of the members of the 
new cabinet were fayonrably disposed toward 
the American confederacy. Powers of ne- 
gotiation, with a Yiew to the adjustment of 
difficulties, had likewise been delegated by 
Congress to onr ambassadors in France and 
Holland. 

The chief object to be secured in such negotia- 
tions was entire independence. Many questions 
of minor importance were also to be settled; 
among others, that of the fisheries, which inti- 
mately concerned a large class of the citizens 
of Massachusetts. Through a memorial of the 
general court, Congress was led to instruct its 
ambassadors <<to contend for a right to the 
fisheries on the Banks of Newfoundland and in 
the North American seas.'* Though not urged 
as absolutely necessary to the conclusion of 
peace, this right was obtained with but little 
trouble; and, at the same time, the important 
priyilege was secured of taking and curing fish 
on some of the British coasts. 

While negotiations for peace were going on, 
and after it had been rendered almost certain 
that an amicable settlement would ^ made, the 
states, in their individual and confederatal 
capacities, were busily engaged in examining 
the condition in which the struggle had left: their 
financial departments. The public treasury was 
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found to be exhausted, and claims, numerous 
and urgent, were constantly pouring in. A 
large proportion of these was for wages due the 
troops then about to be disbanded, many of them 
nearly destitute of the means of subsistence. 
Congress at that time was utterly unable to liqui- 
date more than a small part of these demands. 
When this fact became known, some of the less 
thoughtful soldiers inconsiderately, and urged on 
by pressing need, formed the resolution of not lay- 
ing down their arms until the whole amount of 
their claims was discharged. Happily, through 
the vigorous exertions of General Washington 
and other influential officers, among whom were 
General Knox and Colonel Brooks, of Massa- 
chusetts, this resolution, so threatening to the 
safety of the infant republic, was finally aban- 
doned. 

At length, late in 1783, the joyful intelligence 
was received that an honourable peace had been 
definitely concluded on the 3d of September of 
that year. 

Thus was secured independence, the object of 
eight years of struggle, attended with the utmost 
toil and privation, and made glorious by innu- 
merable instances of patriotic devotion. It now 
remained to be shown that independence could 
be maintained. The problem was to be solved 
whether states, with interests so various and 
conflicting as those at work in the confederacy, 
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could move together as harmoniously in peace as 
they had in war. A^any causes were against 
the solution of this question in a manner grati- 
fying to the patriot and to the lover of freedom. 
Chief among these was the exhausted condition 
of the state and national treasuries. This, to- 
gether with others less operative and immediate, 
for a time threatened a result of the most dis- 
astrous character. But, in the end, patriotism 
rose superior to self-interest and the jealousies 
of states ; and the foundations of our country, 
though laid in a period of stormy dissension, 
were only made firmer and more durable in 
consequence. 

Massachusetts, to a greater extent, perhaps, 
than any of her sister states, had, after the con- 
clusion of hostilities, to struggle with internal 
difficulties growing out of the war of independ- 
ence. To the public service she had contributed 
largely, both in men and money. Between eight 
and nine thousand of her citizens had perished 
in the revolutionary contest ; and she was now 
labouring under a heavy debt incurred in main- 
taining her own troops, and in furnishing h^r 
quota of the expenses of the confederacy. To 
discharge this debt, resort was had to taxation, 
which, though extremely burdensome, was, for a 
short period, borne with commendable fortitude. 

Within two years subsequent to the treaty of 
peace, however, the feeling of universal joy 
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wfaioh that event had (»^eatedy began to subside, 
and a growing tendency t« dissatisfaction was 
manifested among all classes of the communitj. 
The state, on h^ own account, was in debt five 
millions of dollars ; her proportion of the con- 
tinental debt was nearly as much more. Her 
credit was low and utterly unsatis&ctory to . 
those who were clamorously presenting their 
demands against it ; the burden of taxation was 
becoming more and m<^e insupportable; and the 
manufacturing interests of the coimnonwealth 
were compelled to struggle on against a heavy 
and almost unrestricted importation of British 
and other foreign goods. These evils, and others 
originating from them, were hard to bear. Self- 
interest in individuals may be at all tiukes second 
to patriotism; but, in the masses, this is only 
the case in moments of great public danger. 
Hence it was but natural that a spirit of dis- 
content should spring up among the people. 

At this critical period, early in the year 1785, 
Mr. Bowdoin was chosen by the legislature to 
occupy the gubernatorial chair, then left vacant 
by the resignation of Governor Hancock, who, 
having been for the last ten years arduously 
engaged in the public service, deemed that an 
interval of repose was absolutely necessary for 
the restoration of his shattered health. 

With the spirit of discontent above mentioned, 
expressing his firm pcmviction of the existence of. 
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evils, yet entertaining various and conflicting 
opinions as to what would most effectually obviate 
them, the new governor, at the very outset of 
his administration, found himself obliged to con- 
tend. At once to remove every cause of com- 
plaint was impossible. He therefore urged upon 
the people the necessity of patience. While 
acknowledging that the burden of their taxes 
was indeed heavy, he bade them remember that 
it was the price of , their independence. He 
animadverted against the extravagant importa- 
tion of foreign goods, by which the commonwealth 
was drained of her specie, her manufactures re- 
tarded, and her merchants hampered by debts 
contracted with foreign dealers. In speaking 
of the commercial regulations of Great Britain, 
which were at that time selfish and monopolising, 
and highly injurious to the interests of the New 
England states, he lamented that Congress had 
not been invested with sufficient powers to regu- 
late our commercial intercourse with foreign 
nations ; and advised the general court to take 
measures for obtaining a national convention, to 
which the question of enlarging the powers of 
the confederacy might be referred. 

Pursuant to the governor's recommendation, 
the general court immediately adopted several 
measures calculated to obviate, in some respects, 
t^e d^iculties under which the state then la- 
boured. They also passwl »Molutions favourable 
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to a convention of delegates from all the states, 
for the purpose, of amending the Articles of 
Confederation, in accordance with the views 
expressed by Governor Bowdoin. These resolu- 
tions were transmitted to Congress, with the 
request that that body would take the subject 
into consideration. 

This question, meanwhile, had been agitated 
throughout the several states. That the Articles 
of Confederation were insufficient for their great 
design, was the opinion of every reflecting per- 
son. With regard to the regulation of commerce, 
they were thought to be particularly defective. 
Consequently, whilst, in January, 1786, the 
Legislature of Massachusetts was meditating the 
passage of a bill giving Congress complete 
and unconditional power to regulate foreign 
commerce, a proposition was made by the as- 
sembly of Virginia for a convention of commis- 
sioners from the several states, to meet at 
Annapolis, Maryland, in order to take measures 
for revising and amending the plan of federal 
government. Commissioners from six states 
accordingly met at the place appointed, in Sep- 
tember, 1786 ; but finding themselves too few in 
number to carry out any definite and eflFectual 
measures, after recommending a convention of 
delegates from all the states, to meef at Phila^ 
delphia in the following Ma^, thejr resolved to 
adjourn. 
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Early in the summer of 1786, soon after the 
re-election of Governor Bowdoin by a large ma- 
jority of the popular vote, there were numerous 
symptoms manifested that a crisis was fast ap- 
proaching ; which, without an uncommon degree 
of wisdom on the part of the rulers of the com- 
monwealth, and of patriotic fortitude and calm- 
ness upon that of her well-disposed citizens, 
could not otherwise terminate than in the most 
deplorable anarchy. That discontent which had 
been but partially quieted in the previous year, be- 
gan again to show itself alarmingly, and with re- 
doubled violence of complaint. To enumerate 
all the causes alleged for this discontent is, per- 
haps, unnecessary. The single fact that the 
taxes were extremely high and burdensome, may 
be enough to account for it all. For the present 
year, the sum to be raised by taxation was almost 
a million and a half of dollars : but little less 
than four dollars for every man, woman, and 
child in the state. There was scarcely any 
specie in the country; and, consequently, the 
mercantile and agricultural classes, on whom the 
great burden of taxation fell, found themselves 
continually increasing their indebtedness to the 
commonwealth, from cvn inability to discharge 
their duos-ln legal currency. 

Dissatisfaction at length ri>8« ^soieh a height 
that, early in August, 1786, a convention, com- 
posed of delegates &<>m some fifty towns in the 
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county of Hampshire, met; at Hatfield, <^to con- 
sider and provide a remedy for the grievances 
they suffered/' Having disavowed any illegal 
intentions, and declared itself constitutional, the 
convention prepared a long list of grievances^ 
and then adjourned, after a session of three 
days. A few weeks subsequent a body of fifteen 
hundred, armed men collected at Northamp- 
ton, the shire-town of Hampshire county, and 
forcibly prevented the sitting of the Court of 
Common Pleas, which judicial tribunal, on ac- 
count of the expense incurred in maintaining it, 
the convention had declared to be unnecessary 
and injurious. A proclamation was immediately 
issued by the governor, forbidding all such un- 
lawful combinations, and asking the aid of every 
good citizen in their suppression. Little efiect 
was produced by this document. Dissatisfaction 
and misrule rapidly spread themselves through- 
out the western counties of the state. On va- 
rious occasions, and at difierent places, the 
sittings of the court were prevented or broken 
up. In some few cases the militia were called 
out ; and, by their prompt action, legal proceed- 
ings were enabled to go on. As yet, however, 
no blood had boon «h^. Where there was no 
military force for their protection, the courts 
prudeatly adjourned upon the appearance of the 
inemrrectionists ; and, where the troops were nu- 
merous; the latter nrnde tta demonstrations that 
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could warrant the exercise of m'llitary rule. On 
one occasion, the insurgents collected at Taunton, 
in order to prevent the sitting of the court, the 
military force to guard which was inferior to 
them in point of number. General Cobb, com- 
mander of the militia, and judge of the court, 
approaching the malecontents, declared to them 
that <<he would sit as a judge, or die as a gene- 
raL" Knowing him to be a man as true to his 
word as he was courageous in spirit, the insur- 
gents quietly separated. 

At the close of September, the legislature 
convened in special session. After adopting a 
law against illegal and riotous assemblies, and 
suspending the privilege of the writ of habean 
corpus for a period of eight months, acts were 
passed to redress, as far as possible, the real 
grievances of which the people complained. 
Among others, bills for allowing debtors to dis- 
charge executions with real or personal estate ; 
fbr paying part of the state tax in specific 
articles instead of specie; and for appropriating 
certain revenues, formerly pledged to other pur- 
poses, to defraying governmental expenses — ^thus 
rendering the necessity for collecting the direct 
tax less urgent. Lenient conditions, insuring 
fuU pardon for past ofiences, were abo offered 
to the insurgents* 

Up to this time the government had carried 
out no measures of a severe ox stringent cha- 
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racter. It was felt by the executive authoritj 
that the people, though rash and inconsiderate 
in their conduct, were yet urged to action only 
by the force of great and pressing evils. A 
mild course had, therefore, been deemed advisa- 
ble. Strenuous efforts had been made, however, 
to enlighten the disaffected with regard to the 
causes of their grievances, and to show them 
that time was required for their complete abate- 
ment; and thus, it was hoped, the insurgents 
would become conscious of their folly and 
wickedness, and be led to disperse quietly and of 
their own accord. 

But, however much the great body of the 
discontented may have been disposed to respect 
the leniency, and yield to the arguments and 
persuasions of the governor and his advisers, 
their leaders were only encouraged to inflame 
them the more. Matters continued to increase 
in seriousness. At length some of the most 
prominent of those engaged in disturbing the 
courts were arrested, and lodged in jail at Boston. 
Soon afterward the insurgents assembled, nearly 
a thousand strong, at Worcester, where the court 
had just adjourned, and placed guards over 
those houses where the judges resided who yet 
remained in town. Otherwise, with the excep- 
tion of their billeting themselves upon the inha- 
bitants, their conduct was moderate and inof- 
fensive. 
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While the insurgents were at Worcester, it 
was proposed by one Daniel Shays, who had 
taken command of the entire force, that they 
should march to the deliverance of the prisoners 
confined at Boston. As they had been receiving 
constant accessions to their number, he did not 
deem the design an impracticable one. For- 
tunately for themselves, and for the common- 
wealth, perhaps, it was not acted upon, and 
many of the malecontents returned to their 
homes. Those remaining, with Shays at their 
head, repaired to an old revolutionary barracks, 
some twelve miles distant, where they took up 
their quarters. It was the middle of December, 
and the weather was remarkably cold. The in- 
surgents, in consequence, suffered severely, not 
only from the rigour of the season, but also from 
a scarcity of provisions. Whatever they may 
have undergone, it does not seem to have de- 
terred them from pursuing the line of conduct 
they had marked out. Near the close of the 
month they made their appearance at Springfield, 
where the court was about sitting, took posses- 
sion of the court-house, and prevented all judi- 
cial proceedings. 

To this last act 6f violence the forbearance 
of the governor was compelled to yield. He im- 
mediately issued a call for raising a large body 
of militia. Alarmed by the promptitude with 
which this call was answered^ the insurgents 
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were led to prepare and forward to the governor 
a petition for pardon ; but he, deeming this docu- 
ment highly offensive and dictatorial in its style 
and language, did not. think it compatible with 
the dignity of the state to give them any hopes 
of pardon upon the conditions which they at- 
tached to it. 

Until toward the close of January, 1787, no 
collision took place between the militia and the 
insurgents. Desiring possession of the military 
arsenal at Springfield, a post of no mean import- 
ance, a considerable force of the insurgents 
marched to attack that place. General Shepard, 
who, with about one thousand militia had been 
stationed at Springfield, on their approach, sent 
them repeated messages, warning and entreating 
them not to persist in their attempt. No effect 
being produced by these, blank cartridges were 
fired at the deluded multitude, but likewise to 
no purpose. Whereupon General Shepard or- 
dered a few guns to be discharged directly into 
their ranks. Three of the insurgents fell dead 
at the first fire, when the remainder, hastily, 
and in extreme confusion, retreated to a neigh- 
bouring town. 

The result of this affair seems not to have 
greatly disheartened the insurgent leaders, who 
still rallied around their standards large num- 
bers of the people. On the 4th of February 
following, the general court declared the exist- 
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ence of a "dangerous rebellion" in the common- 
wealth. Meanwhile the militia and the "rebels" 
had been marching and countermarching, though 
without at any time coming into actual collision. 
Both parties, however, were much distressed by 
the severity of the season. 

Soon after the declaration of the general 
court, that body received a petition from the 
insurgents, in which, after acknowledging their 
error in forcibly opposing the government, 
yet insisting that they had cause to complain 
of grievances which ought to have been re- 
dressed, they promised to lay down their arms 
and disperse, provided pardon was granted to 
them for the past. The general court replied 
that they could not listen to a petition presented 
by men with arms in their hands ; and that no 
pardon could be assured to leaders "justly 
chargeable with the aggravated crime of rebel- 
lion, after repeated warnings, and former assur- 
ances of clemency." 

A few days subsequent to the reception of 
this petition. General Lincoln, under whose com- 
mand was a considerable military force, having 
learned that the main body of the rebels was 
collected at Petersham, resolved to make an at- 
tack upon that place. Accordingly, after a 
rapid and painful night-march through a deep 
snow, he suddenly entered the town about day- 
break. The insurgents, who had not received 
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the slightest intelligence of his approach^ were 
too surprised to offer any serious resistance, and 
fled in various directions, and in the utmost dis- 
order. One hundred and fifty were made prison- 
ers. Of the remainder, a large proportion either 
returned to thfeir homes or left the state. 

This energetic conduct completely destroyed 
the formidable character of the insurrection. 
Several collisions, however, afterward took place 
between straggling parties of the insurgents and 
the state authorities. In one of these, the former 
left upon the field two of their number dead, and 
as many as thirty wounded. In September, tran- 
quillity was so far restored, that it was deemed 
safe to disband what few troops yet remained 
in service. Previously, in May, a pardon had 
been granted to all engaged in the insurrection, 
who should within three months take the oath of 
allegiance, with the exception of nine persons. 
Of the nine excepted in this pardon, and who 
were then imder sentence of death, four were 
subsequently liberated, and one condemned to 
hard labour in confinement. The others made 
their escape from prison, and took. refuge in a 
neighbouring state. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Detegfttes sent to the national convention — ^Hancock re-elected 
governor — Adoption of the federal constitution — Formation 
of parties — ^Fervid political discussions — Federalists and 
anti-federalists — Virginia calls for a new convention- 
Amendments to the constitution by Congress — ^Reviving 
prosperity in Massachusetts — Agriculture and manufactures 
encouraged — JDeath of Hancock — Samuel Adams elected 
„ governor — National difficulties with France and England — 
Treaty stipulations with France — Arrogant conduct of 
Genfet — Washington's policy of neutrality approved — Sym- 
pathy for the French republic — Rejoicings in Boston — ^Hamil- 
ton's funding system — Sustained by Washington — ^Federal 
and republican differences — Party rancour and animosity — 
Charges against the Federalists and Republicans — Jay*s 
treaty — ^Its reception in Massachusetts — Denounced by the 
Republicans— ^Ratified by the senate— -Riotous proceedings. 

MsAKWHIiE, the legislature had, in March, 
decided to send delegates to the national con- 
tention to be held at Philadelphia in the follow- 
ing May. An dection had also taken place, 
•in April, which resulted in the choice of Mr. 
Hancock as governor. 

On the meeting of the legislature in October, 
(Jovemor Hancock presented to that body the 
new Federal Constitution, then recently adopted, 
after a stormy and protracted session, by the 
convention previously appointed. This cohsti- 
tution had been, in September, laid before 
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congress, which, after considerable hesitation 
and debate, forwarded a copy of it to the several 
legislatures, with a recommendation that state 
conventions should be called to decide upon its 
adoption or rejection. For securing its adoption, 
the consent of nine states was necessary. Pur- 
suant to the request of congress, the general 
court called a state convention, and notified the 
towns to elect delegates. 

With regard to the action of this convention, 
which met at Boston in January, 1788, much 
anxiety was manifested by the friends of the 
federal constitution throughout the confederacy. 
Of the three hundred and sixty delegates com- 
posing it, there was considerable doubt whether 
more than a very small majority, if even that, 
were in favour of the new compact. But after 
a discussion of several weeks, the arguments of 
its friends so far prevailed as to procure its 
adoption by the slender majority of nineteen 
votes. Many amendments, subject, however, to 
-the approval of three-fourths of the states, had, 
in the mean time, been made, several of which 
were subsequently embodied in the constitution. 

Though ^in June, 1788, by the adoption of the 
federal constitution in the states of Virginia and 
New Hampshire, r that instrument was rendered 
binding on the confederacy, the discussion which 
had sprung up with regard to its necessity, its 
merits and its demerits, continued to be warmly 
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and ably managed. All minor questions of local 
politics became forgotten or were absorbed into 
this new ground of difference ; and two extensive 
and powerful parties, destined to act conspicuous 
parts in the great drama of popular goyernment, 
rose rapidly into notice. Throughout the entire 
confederacy, there was a numerous and respect- 
able body of citizens who, though feeling them- 
selves bound to acquiesce, for the time being, in 
the will of the majority of their countrymen, did 
not cease to urge earnestly, and with much force, 
their objections to the newly-created bond of 
union. On the other hand, the friends of that 
compact wdre equally warm and zealous in urg- 
ing its practicability and fitness for all the ends 
of wise and judicious government. 

Whilst the war of independence was being 
Waged, political asperity was very great. Mea- 
sures of public policy, during that excited period, 
frequently involved the fortunes, liberties, and 
even Kves of lihose who opposed or abetted them. 
It w'as now difficult, therefore, for partisans to 
throw aside those habits of rancorous contention 
to which they had been accustomed, and to pur- 
isue that ^acefxd line of argumeht^ demanded 
by the hew order of things, and by Ivhich alone 
the internal difficulties of IpopuUr govei'nmentB 
jshould be a<Qusted. Biit, passionate aS were 
tiie £scn£isioiu9 ihen calnied on between parties^ 
«utid violent as many isolated outbreakis of feelkig 
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appear to have been, yet the sterling good sense of 
the people ^as never so far perverted as to wholly 
justify the fears of anarchy and consequent ruin 
which we find expressed by many prominent and 
patriotic individuals of that day. 

Of the parties formed at this time, that friendly 
to the constitution styled itself, and was popu- 
larly so called, the Federal party. That based 
upon its opposition to some of the principles of 
the new compact, was, for a short period, known 
as the Anti-Federal party. From the first, 
however, its members appear to have disclaimed 
that title, on the ground that they were not 
inimical to a truly federal government ; and a 
few years later, when the original points of dif- 
ference were fast being obliterated, and the 
popularity of the new constitution completely 
confirmed, they assumed the name of Repub- 
licans. Their principal objections to the federal 
instrument were, that the powers intrusted to 
the president and to congress were too exten- 
sive ; and that those powers were secured only 
by weakening the rights of the individual states. 
In both parties, as they thus stood, were extreme 
members ; — ^ultra Federalists contending that the 
constitution was not yet centralizing enough, 
and that to<f much power had been left to the 
states and to the people ; and ultra Republicans 
declaring that the action of the convention which 
f(»rmed the constitution was unauthorized, and 
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that nothing more had been diesigned in calling 
that convention than a mere revision or amend- 
ment of the old articles of confederation. 

Thoagh parties were about equally balanced — 
so nearly so, at least, as to render it doubtful at 
first which was the most powerful — no general 
desire was ever evinced to abrogate the consti- 
tution. In Virginia, however, where the re- 
publican party held an undoubted majority, and 
where the talent and wealth of the state, headed 
by the celebrated Patrick Henry, were arrayed 
on its side, it was proposed that another general 
convention should be called to revise the lately 
created compact. This proposition was seconded 
by New York. But no other states could be in- 
duced to unite with them ; for, as was justly 
thought even by many of the republican 
party, such a convention would revive unneces- 
sary discussion, increase the feeling of ani- 
mosity, and, perhaps, result in the destruction 
of the instrument it proposed to amend. Con- 
sequently, it was deemed advisable that all 
amendments should be referred to congress, 
which body, in 1789, adopted twelve out of six- 
teen that were oflfered. ^ 

By the adoption of these amendments, much 
of the partisan asperity of the day was mode- 
rated. Still the period was one of excitement. 
Massachusetts, however, remained comparatively 
quiet. She earlier, perhaps, than her sist^ 
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States, began to experience the good effects of 
the changed order of things. Her manufactures 
and her commtsrce immediately revived ; and, in 
general, the interests of her people were happily 
promoted. Though greatly in debt, and still 
labouring under a heavy burden of taxes, 
which the assumption of certain state debts by 
the federal government had but slightly allevi- 
ated, she yet seemed to have entered upon a 
new and fresh existence; and for several years 
her course was unmarked by any thing but peace 
and prosperity. Under the administration of 
Governor Hancock, who for six successive yeai^ 
— ^from 1787 to 1793 inclusive — was choseti 
chief magistrate of the state by large majorities, 
many wise laws, calculated to promote the ad> 
Tancement of agriculture, manufactures, and 
education, were proposed and adopted. Politi- 
cally, the state leaned to the federal side. Her 
governor was a moderate member of that parly. 
Her men of talent and wealth, unliko those of 
Virginia, were generally Federalists ; and in the 
<first election for congressional Tepresentativ^ 
tmdef the new constitution, that party had gained 
a decided triumph. In those districts, however, 
which had been the seat of Shay's rebellion, the 
Bepublicans closely and, m some instances, suo- 
•cessfully contested the political supremacy. 

In the month of October, 1793, Governs 
Bancoek &d while in office. He had becfn 
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long in the public service, and had given repeated 
proofs of his devotion to the welfare and liberty 
of his state and conntry. His name stood con- 
spicuous among those who, in the Declaration 
of Independence, had pledged for their country's 
sake " their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred 
honours. ' * And now, forgetting their differences 
and their prejudices, all parties joined in lament- 
ing his death as a national calamity. 

After the death of Hancock, Samuel Adams, 
then lieutenant-governor, occupied the chief 
magistracy during the remainder of the civil 
year. In 1794, he was chosen governor by the 
people, and continued to hold that office until 
1797. 

One of the first duties devolving upon Gover- 
nor Adams, after taking the chair vacated by 
Mr. Hancock's death, was that of sending to 
the different state legislatures a resolution of the 
Massachusetts general court in favour of amend- 
ing the federal constitution so as to prevent 
states from being sued by individuals, citizens 
of other states. This resolution, which was fa- 
vourably responded to, and, in the end, secured 
its object, had been passed before the death of 
Governor Hancock, was called forth by a decision 
of the Supreme Court, declaring that suits of 
this kind could be sustained. More violent than 
Massachusetts in her opposition to the federal 
judiciary, Georgia, in view of this question, had 
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enacted a la^ subjecting to death any piersdn 
serying processes against that state at the salt 
of any individual. 

During the administration of Governor Adams, 
the people of the state and nation became mudi 
divided with • reispect to diffieultifes which had 
arisen between the general government and the 
anthorities of Great Britain and France. Uii- 
fortunately, our people, whose political differ- 
ences since the Revolution had been excited only 
upon matters of internal policy, "were now to 
mingle in a partisan contest, originated and in-^ 
flamed almost entirely by that species of foreign 
influence of whieh Washington, in his Farewell 
Address, afterward so affectionately warned thekn 
to beware. 

France, after a series of sanguinary excesses, 
had proclaimed herself a republic. Shortly sub- 
sequent she declared war against England. Ac- 
cording to treaties made with the late government,- 
« French privateers and their prizes were entitled 
to shelter in American ports — a shelter not to 
be extended to the enemies of France ;" and ihe 
United States were also unequivocally bound to 
^arantee the French possessions in America. 
Washington foreseeing that sueh action, in the 
present state of affairs, would involve the United 
States in the evils and expenses of an Europieab 
'War, issued a proclamation of strict neutrality, 
^Yiftually ^umulling the former treaties -^h 



dbyGoogk 



1T94.] SYMPATHY WITH FKANCB, 299 

France, which, it was contended, had been nego- 
tiated with the empire, and could not therefore be. 
insisted iipon by the new republic. This procla- 
mation, and the subsequent seizure by the federal 
authorities of French privateers fitting out ia 
American ports, aroused the indignation of Genet, 
ambassador from the Directory of France, who 
boldly entered into a contest with the chief 
executive of the United States; and, encomraged 
by numerous evidences of sympathy from a large 
portion of the people of the country, persisted in 
his policy of carrying on, from our ports, a priva- 
teering warfare against Great Britain. 

By a minority, perhaps, of his: fellow-citizena, 
the course of Washington was approved. But , 
there had been, from the first, among the people 
of the United States, a strong and earnest sym- 
pathy for France in her struggles for liberty. 
The intelligence of the proclamation of the re- 
. public had been received with celebrations and 
rejoicings throughout the country. In the city 
of Boston, a barbecue and a.diskibution of bread 
and punch for the multitude, and a civic feast 
for a select pmrty of three hundred, presided 
over by the then lieutenant-gov^mor, Samuel 
Adams, afforded evidence of the general feeling. 
But upon the commencement of theBdlgn of 
Terror, many of the more thoughtful people be- 
ginning to doubt whether that country was indeed 
beneficially affected by her so-called republican- 



dbyGoogk 



800 HISTORY OP MASSACHUSETTS. [1794. 

ism, were led to express their utter abhorrence 
for her pnblic men and her public measures. 

The original question in dispute between the 
two great political parties — ^that of the federal 
constitution — was now sunk into insignificance. 
Soon after the organization of the goyemment, 
it had been partially laid aside, and its place 
occupied by |Iamilton's funding system — a mea- 
sure supported by the Federalists. Washington, 
though really no partisan, by favouring the 
measure of Hamilton, for whom he entertained 
the strongest personal friendship, identified him- 
self with the federal party; and in opposing 
the arrogance of France and her minister, was 
sustained almost entirely by that organization. 
On the other hand, the Republicans, adverse to 
the administration on questions of internal policy, 
now took sides against it in favour of the French. 
A spirit of bitter animosity pervaded the discus- 
sions which grew out of the new partisan differ- 
ences. Each party accused the other of being 
actuated by motives which, in the end, would 
prove destructive to the country and its liberties. 
Of the Federalists, it was said that their love 
of England was the prime source of their oppo- 
sition to France ; that they hatod the mass of 
the people, over whom they wished to raise a 
titled aristocracy; and that they leaned toward 
monarchy, in preference to those principles of 
democracy which had been so nobly contended 
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for in the war of independence. Even Wash- 
ington, by some of his more violent political 
opponents, was stigmatized with charges like 
these. But if the Republicans were bitter in 
their denunciations, it can scarcely be said that 
the Federalists were less so. Jeflferson and 
other patriots of the Revolution, together with 
the Republican party in a mass, were charged 
with being desirous of carrying out in America, 
no matter at what risk, the wild and extravagant 
theories, politipal and religious, then deluging 
with blood the soil of distracted France. 

In keeping alive the contentions of party, to 
the French question was added that relating to 
the commercial treaty negotiated with Great 
Britain in 1795, by John Jay, of New York. Ever 
since the Revolution, the English government 
had been endeavouring to embarrass and cripple 
the commerce of the United States. For that 
end, the most unjust and illiberal regulations 
had been adopted, by which our country was 
rendered, in this respect, but little better than 
a colonial dependency. Besides, lihat govern- 
ment, by her system of impressment of seamen 
from American vessels, under the pretence that 
they were British born, had made itself highly 
obnoxious. Persons who claimed, as naturalized 
citizens, the protection of our flag, and, too fre- 
quently, Americans by birth, were forcibly 
dragged from our merchant ships and reduced 

26 



dbyGoogk 



802 HISTORY OF MASSACHUSETTS. £1795. 

to the slavery of a British man-of-war. Public 
indignation at repeated outrages of this kind at 
length rose to such a height, that war seemed 
almost ineritable. To avert this, if possible, 
President Washington had sent Mr. Jay as 
special ambassador to the English court, wl^re 
was negotiated the treaty already mentioned. 

Soon after Mr. Jay's return, and before the 
treaty had been ratified, an abstract of its pro^ 
visions was made public. Immediately on the 
receipt of this abstract, a meeting was held 
at Boston, by which the treaty was denounced 
as << injurious to our commercial interests, and 
derogatory to the honour and independence of 
the country.'* A counter meeting was soon 
after called, which uttered sentiments decidedly 
the reverse. 

On this subject It might be said that, to those 
of our people who were convinced that a contest 
with England could no longer be honourably 
avoided — and there were many such — Jay's 
treaty, or any other treaty, would not have been 
acceptable ; ' while, to such as contrasted the 
blessings of peace with the miseries of war, that 
document, unduly concessive as it might now be 
deemed, could not then be else than politic and 
satisfactory. 

Consequently, as people began to reflect, the 
tide of public sentiment turned in its favour. 
After considerable debate, it was ratified hy 
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the Senate, and received the signature of Wash- 
ington. When the news of its ratification became 
known, however, a dangerous and disorderly- 
spirit was aroused in various parts of the coun- 
try. For several successive nights, Boston was 
a' scene of riot and confusion; houses were 
mobbed, and some of the public officers were 
pewonally assaulted. In New York and Phila- 
delphia, similar scenes occurred. But these out- 
breaks, which cannot be adduced as evidences of 
the popular feeling, were soon quieted without 
resort to arbitrary measures. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Politicflof Massachiuietts — ^Increase of the federal party — ^Dif- 
ficulties with France— Conduct of the French Directory — 
Return of Pinckney — Decree against American seamen — 
New envoys despatched to France — ^Negotiations abandoned 
by Pinckney and Marshall — ^Indignation in America — Pre- 
' *parations for war — ^Popularity of the federal party — Pro- 
* grress of Massachusetts-^* Quasi" war with France — Buo- 
naparte first consul — ^Treaty of peace — Secessions from the 
federal party — Alien and sedition laws — Denounced by 
Kentucky and Virginia — Defended by Massachusetts — Elec- 
tion of Jefferson to the presidential chair — Rapid decline of 
the federal party — Foreign relations — ^English aggressions 
— Unsuccessful mission of Monroe and Pinckney — Berlin 
decree and order in council— Their effect upon American 
commerce-^Aflair of the Chesapeake and Leopard — Adop- 
tion of the embargo — Revival of the federal party — The em- 
bargo denouncad in Massachusetts — Address of Governor 
Lincoln — ^Response of the general court— Increase of the 
democratic party in Massachusetts — ^Efforts of the Federalists. 

In the mean time, notwithstanding the mode- 
rate republicanism of Governor Adams, the po- 
litical sympathies of Massachusetts were inclin- 
ing strongly to the federal party. In the state 
election of 1796, those strong "republican" 
counties in which the rebellion of Shay had been 
most vehemently supported, gave a strong ma- 
jority in favour of Increase Sumner, the federal 
candidate for governor. Sumner was indeed 
defeated in the state at large, but this was owing 
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more to the personal popularity of Governor 
Adams, than to the strength of the republican 
party. During the following year, when Governor 
Adams declined being again a candidate, on ac- 
count of his advanced age, Sumner was elected 
by a large majority. 

The increase of the federal party throughout 
the other states had been greatly accelerated by 
the unpopularity into which the ultra republicans 
had fallen, through their sympathy with the acts 
of the French revolutionists. To well-grounded 
complaints of agressions and spoliations made 
t^on our commerce under the sanction of French 
decrees, the responses from France had been at 
all times unsatisfactory, and occasionally insolent. 
Our ambassadors were treated with so much dis- 
respect, that at length Finckney, who had suc- 
ceeded Monroe as minister from the United 
States, demanded his passports and quitted the 
country. Negotiations were no sooner brought 
thus abruptly to a close, than the French 
government proceeded to evince its hostile dis- 
position by the issue of a decree, under which 
all American seamen found serving on board 
British ships, were to be considered and treated 
as pirates ; so that those men who were already 
the victims of English press-gangs, were now 
subjected to the additional danger of being 
hanged by the French. 

Still anxious, if possible, to avoid an appeal 
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to arms, the American executive determined 
upon one more attempt at negotiation. In the 
summer of 1797, Pinckney, Marshall, and Gerry 
were commissioned as envoys to the Directory 
of France. Their reception was informal, and 
they were subjected to so many indignities, that 
Pinckney and Marshall broke off at an early 
'period from all attempt at negotiation. This 
treatment of the American envoys created a 
strong feeling of indignation throughout Ame- 
rica, and the conclusion was, "that resistance or 
unconditional submission was the only alterna- 
tive left." Even the fierceness of polftical 
partisanship gave way for a season ; and, with 
the consent of congress, the most energetic pre- 
parations were made for a contest which now ap- 
peared inevitable. Strong, however, as this im- 
pression was becoming, President Adams, while 
encouraging the determined efforts which were 
now making to meet' the emergency, did hot 're- 
lax in his endeavours to effect a settlement of 
the existing difficulties in a pacific and honour- 
able manner. 

During no previous period of its history, had 
the federal party been so strong, nationally, as 
now. In Massachusetts the large increase of 
Federalists was strikingly exhibited by the ma- 
jorities obtained by Sumner for governor during 
the years 1798 and 1799. At the latter election 
he received three-fourths of all the votes cast. 
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Dying, however, almost immediately after, he 
was succeeded by Moses Gill, the lieutenant- 
governor. 

At this time the commonwealth was flourish- 
ing, and required but little legislation to promote 
and preserve its prosperity. Its commerce, not- 
withstanding the war in Europe, was vigorous 
and growing; its internal improvements were 
rapidly advancing ; the cause of education was 
carefully promoted ; and, in general, thefe was 
abundant reason for satisfaction among the 
people. 

In respect to our foreign relations, so far as 
the federal government was concerned, it seem- 
ed almost impossible to avoid a war with France. 
Indeed a « quasi" war was carried on during the 
year 1800, during which many French priva- 
teers and merchant vessels were captured by 
American cruisers. In October, the corvette 
Berceau, after an action of two hours, struck to 
the sloop-of-war Boston, commanded by Captain 
George Little, of Massachusetts. Happily, be- 
fore more imposing demonstrations could be 
made by either nation, Buonaparte, as first con- 
sul, had superseded the French Directory. Ne- 
gotiations were again resumed, and a treaty of 
peace finally concluded. 

In April, 1800, Caleb Strong, the federal 
candidate, was elected governor of Massachu- 
setts over Elbridge Gerry, the republican nomi- 
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nee; but although Governor Strong was re- 
elected every succeeding year, the popularity of 
his party gradually declined. Nationally it was 
already greatly weakened ; and in the election 
of Thomas Jefferson to the presidency, its 
power was effectually and finally broken. Though, 
the energetic course of Mr. Adams, with respect 
to our relations with France, had for a brief 
period invested himself and the party to which 
he belonged, with an extraordinary degree of 
popularity, other measures, adopted subsequent^ 
ly, had drawn upon his administration the oblo- 
quy of a large number of Federalists and Re- 
publicans, who imagined their rights and liberties 
unnecessarily endangered. 

This marked change in public sentiment origi- 
nated in the passage of the Alien and Sedition 
Laws, during the summer of 1798. The main 
object of those famous acts was to give the 
president authority to order out of the country 
such aliens as he might judge dangerous to its 
peace and safety ; to apprehend, secure, or re- 
move all resident aliens, natives, or citizens of the 
hostile nations ; and to sustain prosecution in the 
judicial courts for such publications as might be 
considered libellous on the national government. 

The trial, fine, and imprisonment, under the 
sedition act, of several persons charged with 
having promulgated libels upon the federal aiU* 
tborities, soon kindled an intense exciteme!ftti 
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against the law itself, and the party with whom 
it originated. It was denounced as arbitrary 
and tyrannical ; and even among well-disposed 
Federalists was regarded as impolitic and un- 
necessary. The legislatures of Kentucky and 
Virginia passed resolutions in opposition to the 
measure, but the general court of Massachusetts 
took ground in its defence. Notwithstanding 
this generous support from his own state, the 
laws were so generally unpopular, that Adams 
failed in securing his re-electron to the presi- 
dency, and was succeeded by Jefferson. 

The defeat of Adams greatly accelerated the 
decline of the federal party, even in Massachu- 
setts. Though strenuously resisted, the Repub- 
licans so rapidly increased, that in 1804, Jeffer- 
son, who had been renominated for the presi- 
dency, received the electoral vote of the state. 
The personal populiarity of Governor Strong, 
indeed, secured his re-election for governor the 
following spring by a small majority ; but both 
branches of the legislature were republican, or 
democratic, as that party now began to be 
termed. 

Various measures of minor importance were 
adopted by the government of Massachusetts du- 
ring the two subsequent years, the most prominent 
of which was an act to prevent duelling, a prac- 
tice which, at that time, prevailed to some extent. 
By this law, challengers, those accepting chal- 
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lenges, together with their .respective seconds^, 
were made alike punishable for felonious assault,, 
and were disqualified from holding any official 
station. 

But while the particular affairs of Massachur 
setts required no very extraordinary acts of 
legislation, the foreign relations of the country- 
at large were beginning to assume a troubled as^ 
pect. In our intercourse with Great Britain, 
Jay's treaty had not been observed by the latter 
with that strictness requisite to preserve amity 
between the contracting powers. Repeated acts, 
of aggression committed upon our commerce had 
at length aroused in the public mind a spirit of 
indignation that was daily growing in intensity. 
In August, 1806, Monroe and Pinckney, as joint 
commissioners from the United States, made an 
ineffectual attempt to obtain from Great Britain 
an amicable settlement of the questions in dis- 
pute. Upon most points at issue the prospect 
of a mutual agreement was favourable ; but as 
the English government refused to relinquish the 
disputed right to make impressments upon the 
high seas, the conference finally terminated un- 
satisfactorily. 

On the 21st of November, 1806, while these, 
negotiations were pending, Napoleon issued his 
famous Berlin decree ; and, in retaliation, the^ 
British government extended the operation of a. 
previous order in council. Substantially botl^ 
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measures were alike, in rendering American or 
other neutral vessels having British or French 
merchandise on board, or trading with certain 
specified ports, liable to seizure by the French 
or English naval forces. The direct effect of 
both proclamations was to cripple the commer- 
cial enterprise of the United States. The ill- 
feeling thus strengthened against Great Britain, 
was greatly increased by a wanton and unpro- 
voked attack which was made upon the American 
frigate Chesapeake, by the English sloop-of-war 
Leopard, under the pretence of recovering cer- 
tain men, claimed as deserters from the British 
service. 

From this time all hope of adjusting the 
difficulties with England was abandoned; and 
now commenced that celebrated commercial 
irarfare by embargoes and acts of non-intercourse, 
through which it was hoped that both England 
-and France would be compelled to adopt a more 
liberal course of policy. The measures, how- 
ever, whatever may have been their merits or 
demerits, were destined to meet with a vigorous 
opposition nearer home; the New England 
States, and especially Massachusetts, becoming 
strenuous advocates for their repeal. 

In the spring of 1807, previous to the adoption 
of the embargo, Sullivan, the republican • candi- 
date, was elected governor over Strong. There 
was abb a democratic majority in both houseiE^ 
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of the legislature. This was the first time since 
the organization of parties, that all the depart- 
ments of the state had been of that/ political 
complexion. With the passage of the embargo 
the Federalists began to recover their Strength. 
Still, public opinion was fluctuating arid undecid- 
ed ; for although, in the spring of 1808, the 
Federalists recovered their former ascendency 
in the legislature, Governor Sullivan secured his 
re-election. By the new legislature, the Em-* 
bargo Act was denounced in a series of resolu- 
tions, in which its constitutionality was brought 
into question. Indignation against the adtai- 
nistration increased as the operation of the 
measure began to affect injuriously the commer- 
cial interests of the state. Evasions of the 
embargo became common. To prevent these, 
the "Enforcing Act" was passed by the ge- 
neral government in January, 1809. A town 
meeting was held in Boston soon afterward, 
at which this last act was declared unconstitu- 
tional and arbitrary ; and such persons as volun- 
tarily assisted in executing its provisions were 
denounced, as " enemies of the Constitution of 
the United States, enemies of the State of 
Massachusetts, and hostile to the liberties of the 
people." 

Governor Sullivan having died in December, 
1708, he was succeeded by Lieutenant-Governor 
Lincoln, who, in his address to the general 
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court, defended the policy of the federal govern- 
ment, and while exhorting the people to Bubmit 
patiently to the obnoxious laws, took occasion to 
censure the various town meetings which had 
been held throughout the state, as highly im- 
proper and dangerous to the perpetuity of the 
Union. He argued that public measures could 
only be discussed previous to their adoption; 
that the moment they receive the assent of con- 
gress, they expressed the will of the majority, 
and should be submitted to, otherwise the re- 
publican principles of government were of no 
avail. 

The general court responded to the address in 
no favourable tone ; and while disclaiming all de- 
sire to disturb the integrity of the Union, they 
plainly intimated that they did not consider the 
embargo and its supplement as constitutional 
laws. They also passed a resolution declaring 
the "Enforcing Act" not legally binding; but, 
at the same time, deprecated a forcible resist- 
ance to its execution. On the presidential 
election of the previous year, the effect of the 
dissatisfaction throughout Massachusetts had 
been to give the electoral vote of the state to 
the Federal candidate, who, however, was de- 
feated in the country at large. Notwithstand- 
ing the substitution of the less stringent non- 
intercourse act for the embargo, Gore, the nomi- 
nee of the Federalists, was elected governor in 
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1809, while the party majority was increased in 
both branches of the legislature. 

Previous to the state election in 1810, the na- 
tional administration having relaxed its restric- 
tions upon commercial pursuits, the politics of 
Massachusette indicated a decided change in 
favour of the democratic party. Gerry, the 
candidate of the latter for governor, was elected 
by a small majority, and was chosen by increased 
numbers the following year, together with a 
democratic majority in both branches of the 
general court. But in the spring of 1812, the 
Federal party succeeded, by extraordinary exer- 
tions, in wresting the state from the hands of 
the Democrats. They re-elected Strong to the 
office of governor, and obtained a majority in; 
the pc^ular branch of the general court. The 
control of the senate still, however, remained in 
the hands of their political adversaries. 
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CHAPTER XXm. 

jDflclaration of war against Great Britain— Oppositioii and ad- 
Terse resolations of Massachusetts — OoTemor Strong's de- 
duce of state rights — Difficulties between the state and na- 
tional authorities — Strength of the peace party in Massachu- 
setts — ^Distress of the people along the sea-ooast — Clamour 
against the national administration — Massachusetts charged 
with desiring to secede from the Union — Appropriations for 
defence of the state — ^The war denounced — The mannfactuie 
of woollen and cotton goods — ^Embargo Act passed by con- 
gress — Excitement against it in Massachusetts^- Massachu- 
setts supports Vermont in defence of state rights — Conces- 
sion made to the federal authorities — ^Eastport, Castine, and 
Belfast captured by the enemy — Sloop-of-war Adams burned 
->-Machias taken — ^Additional appropriatious made by the 
general court — Hartford convention — Measures advised by 
that body — Subsequent action of congress— Impoverished 
condition of Massachusetts — Treaty of peace — Separation 
tcom Maine — Convention to amend the state constituticHfi. 

Repeated attempts having failed to procure 
from England an abandonment of her unjust 
cliums with regard to the right of search and im- 
pressment ; and as that country still persisted in 
ina]dng reprisals upon the commerce of neutral 
nations, congress, finding hostilities could no 
longer be honourably avoided, at length formally 
declared war. 

Intelligence of thk important event reached 
Boston on the 23d of June, 1812, while the 
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general court was in session. The tidings were 
no sooner officially communicated to the latter by 
Govemor Strong, than the house of representa- 
tives adopted an address to their constituents, 
denouncing the war as unwise, inexpedient, and 
unnecessary; and expressing the opinion that 
an amicable and honourable adjustment of the 
existing difficulties might have been made with 
the British government. In opposition to this 
document, emanating from the peace party of 
Massachusetts, the state senate issued an address, 
which asserted in calm, but decided language, 
that the contest was one which could not have 
been, in honour, avoided any longer ; and that 
it was necessary for the preservation of our 
rights and liberties as an independent nation. 

Hostilities had scarcely been declared, before 
a contest commenced between the executives of 
Massachusetts and of the United States, which, 
on the question of state rights, completely re- 
versed the positions primarily occupied by the 
federal and democratic parties. A few days 
previous to the actual proclamation of war, 
Major-General Dearborn, of the regular service, 
by authority of the president, called upon Go- 
vernor Strong for forty-one companies of the 
Massachusetts militia; eight of which it was 
proposed to march into Rhode Island for the 
defence of that state. To this call the governor 
did not respond. Shortly afterward a second 
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requisition was made, which Governor Strong 
declined to obey. His reasons for so doing 
were, substantially, that in his opinion there 
was no constitutional emergency demanding the 
services of the militia, they not being needed to 
enforce the laws of the Union, to suppress in- 
surrection, or to repel invasion. That, as 
things were, the militia being drilled, disciplined, 
and prepared to assemble at the shortest notice, 
for the defence of the state, "it did not seem 
wise to subject the nation to the expense, or the 
citizens to the inconvenience," which would be 
incurred by the proposed call; and that he 
did not see proper, nor feel constitutionally 
bound, to place the militia under the command 
of regular officers instead of those appointed by 
the state authorities. 

In accordance with these views, he issued a 
general order, calling upon the militia to be pre- 
pared to march at a moment's notice to any part 
of the state which might be threatened with in- 
vasion, but subject only to the direction of their 
own immediate officers. The President of the 
United States, through the secretary of war, 
immediately addressed a note to Governor Strong, 
9t9*ting the imminence of the danger, and ur- 
gently requesting him to call out the militia ; 
but the governor, finding that the federal au- 
thorities still persisted in placing the state troops 
under command of officers belonging to the 
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regular service, again declined to act. Here 
the matter rested for a time ; but the non-com- 
pliance of the governor met with the severest 
censure from the democratic party, and through- 
out the country both he and the state whose exe- 
cutive oflBcer he was, began to be regarded with 
suspicion and uneasiness. 

It must be confessed, however, that a large 
majority of the people of Massachusetts were 
prepared to sustain the governor in the stand he 
had thus taken. Evidence was soon afforded of 
this in the choice of presidential electors, then, 
for the first time, left immediately to the people ; 
the federal candidates, as the advocates of 
peace, receiving the large majority of twenty- 
five thousand votes. The result of the general 
election was, nevertheless, strongly favourable 
to the continuation of Madison in the presidential 
chair. 

Although, during the early part of the war, 
no invasion of the state was attempted by the 
British, the business pursuits of the people on 
the seacoast were much interrupted. Consider- 
able distress and uneasiness prevailed in conse- 
quence. Complaints against the administration, 
and the policy it had adopted, were heard on 
every side. Even those who had at first joined 
in demanding hostilities, no sooner felt their own 
particular interests injuriously affedted, than 
they became vehement in denouncing the contest 
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as one immediately and seriously retarding the 
prosperity of the state and of the nation. 

From this condition of clamorous disaffection, 
from the sturdy position assumed hy Governor 
Strong in defence of state rights, and from the 
refusal of wealthy citizens of the state to loan 
their money to aid in prosecuting the war, the 
people of Massachusetts were charged with being 
desirous of seceding from the Union, and of 
forming, with the other New England states, a 
new and independent confederacy. But this 
charge can scarcely be maintained. That some 
of the ultra peace men were inclined to carry 
out such a measure, may be true; but, as a 
general sentiment, though opposed to the war 
and believing it to be unwise and uncalled for, 
the people of Massachusetts were not prepared 
to encourage a measure so dangerous as secession. 

Intelligence having been received of the re- 
peal of the British orders in council, hopes were 
entertained of the speedy restoration of peace. 
These, however, were fallacious ; and finding that 
the war must be met, the legislature of Massa- 
chusetts at length began to prepare for the 
emergency. Accordingly, in January, 1813, 
they appropriated one hundred thousand dollars 
to the purchase of firearms and other munitions 
of war, and authorized the governor to appoint 
three commissioners,' to be intrusted with the 
defence of the maritime districts. For this 
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iutjf Generals Cobb, Heath, and Brooks, offi- 
cers of the Revolution, were selected. During 
the year, small detachments of militia were called 
out for brief periods, on the application of people 
on the seaboard, in apprehcQsion of an attack 
from British vessels occasionally seen hovering 
on the coast. The appearance of the militia in 
many cases prevented descents which had been 
meditated by the enemy ; but in several instances, 
their vessels entered remote harbours, and an 
indiscriminate plunder of the inhabitants not 
unfrequently followed. 

In the political contests of the commonwealth, 
the Federalists were still triumphant. Governor 
Strong was re-elected in April by a very large 
poiajority; and there was, likewise, a predomi- 
)iance of that party in both branches of the 
general court. Soon after the commencement 
of its session in June, that body prepared and 
forwarded to the national legislature an elaborate 
Itddress, denouncing the war as impolitic, unne- 
cessary, prompted by lust of conquest, ill con- 
ducted, excessively expensive, and jeopardizing 
to interests which New England would never 
consent to see injured. Subsequently, however, 
in view of threatened invasion, resolutions were 
adopted directing the adjutaAt-general to request 
pf the war department an immediate supply of 
li>rms, to which, according to the law of congres8| 
the stati was entitled. No attention, ho'Sfeyer, 
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was paid to this requisition, and it was not until 
near the close of the war that Massachusetts 
received arms from the general government. 

The dissatisfaction of the people still con- 
tinued, although in the manufacture of woollen 
and cotton goods a new and profitable business 
had sprung up during the war, to which much 
of the present wealth and greatness of Massa- 
chusetts may be attributed. 

In December, 1813, an embargo act, limited 
in its duration to one year, was passed by con- 
gress, which prohibited the coasting trade from 
one port to another in the same state. The 
seafaring classes of the commonwealth became 
greatly etcited against this law, and clamorously 
called upon the state government to protect them 
from what they termed a cruel, unconstitutional, 
and malicious measure. Petitions and remon- 
strances continued to be urged against it until 
its repeal early the following year. 

At the commencement of 1814, a resolution 
was ofifei*ed to the general court, which was 
strongly indicative of the feeling with which the 
federal majority of that body regarded the 
question of state rights; and which also, not 
without good reason, excited considerable alarm 
in the minds of those at the head of the national 
government. A motion being before congress 
to authorize the prosecution of Governor Chit- 
tenden, of Vermont, on account of his late pro- 
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clamation recaHii^ tlie militia of that state, -a 
resolution was introdaeed into the Massadinsetts 
legislature, expressive of the duty and readiness 
of that commonwealth to aid the goyernor and 
peq[>le of Vermont in maintaining their consti- 
tutional rights, hj whomsoever infringed. Hap- 
pily, congress did not act upon its motion, and 
so the resolution was laid on the table. 

In the spring of 1814, Governor Strong was 
again elected. Both houses of the legislature 
were still strongly fed^aL From his addresis 
to the general court at its (^ning in June, it 
was evident that the opinions of the governor m 
regard to the war remained unchanged. In 
response, both houses agreed that, und^ the 
circumstances, congress had no right to expeci 
•r demand from Massachusetts any efforts in 
behalf of the war further than she was constitur 
tionally required to make ; and that the general 
government was not to suppose that her people, 
by quietly submitting to its meaaures^ did so 
either from ignorance of their essential rights, 
or from a fear of asserting them. 

During the months of April, May, find June, 
apprehensions of attack being entertained along 
the sea-coast, large numbers of the militia were 
called into service. At this period, however, the 
fears of the people seem to have been groundless; 
but, as the number of the en^ny*s ships on the 
coast had evidently increased, the general oosqrk 
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judged it advisable to make additional prepara- 
tions for defence, send for that purpose one 
hundred thousand dollars was placed at the ser- 
vice of the executive. At the same time, ar- 
rangements were made with General Gushing, 
the United States officer in command of the 
district, to call out and. assume control over the 
militia of Boston and its vicinity, if it should 
become necessary to repel an invasion. A similar 
arrangement was entered into with General 
Dearborn, who succeeded Gushing shortly after- 
ward: a concession which evinced a disposition 
on the part of the state to act in concert with 
the federal authorities. 

Early in September, a British armament, con- 
sisting of thirty large vessels, set sail from 
Eastport, upon which place they had lately 
seized, and unexpectedly appeared before the 
town of Gastine, in the district of Maine, which, 
as weU as Belfast, on the opposite shore of 
Penobscot Bay, fell without resistance into the 
hands of the enemy. Soon afterward, commit- 
ting many outrages and depredations on their 
way, they pushed up the river toward Hampden, 
where the sloop of war Adams had been forced 
to take refuge. Finding it impossible to prevent 
the capture of his ship, the commander of the 
Adams was reluctantly compelled to set her^ 
on fire. After this, the British having left 
a garrison in Gastine, proceeded against Ma>^ 
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cUas, of which thej also took possession without 



About this time, Governor Strong addressed 
a letter to the -secretary of war, stating the ex- 
penses incurred by the commonwealth in resisting 
invasions of the enemy, and requesting the as- 
sistance of the general government in future 
emergencies. To this letter the secretary re- 
plied, that no expenses for the militia would be 
reimbursed, except in cases where they had been 
called out in compliance with the requisiti(»i of 
a federal officer ; nor could he promise either 
money or troops for the future protection of the 
people of Massachusetts. 

Regarding the crisis as one in wl^ich he could 
not properly assume the whole responsibility, 
the governor, on the 5th of October, convened 
an extra session of the general court to devise 
measures for the safety of the commonwealth. 
Besolutions were immediately adopted by both 
branches of that body, expressing the determina- 
tion of the state never to submit to the public 
enemy, and providing that a number of men not 
exceeding ten thousand should be raised to serve 
twelve months, the whole to be organized under 
the direction of the governor. In order to meet 
the expenses thus incurred, the executive was 
authorized to borrow, from time to time, a sum 
of money not exceeding one million of dolors, 
fpr the payment of which the faith of the state 
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was pledged. A report was also adopted, and 
twelve delegates appointed in accordance with 
it) recommending a convention of deputies from 
the several New England states, to meet and 
confer upon their public grievances ; to devise 
and adopt such measures as they might deem 
expedient for preserving their resources; and 
for defending themselves against the enemj. 
A further suggestion was made in favour of a 
national convention, for the purpose of revising 
the federal constitution, so as to more effectuallj 
secure the support and attachment of all the 
people, by placing all upon a basis of fair repre- 
sentation. 

The call for delegates from the New England 
states having been responded to, the convention 
met on the 15th of December, at Hartford, in 
Connecticut. Delegates were present from 
Massachusetts, Bhode Island, Connecticut, and 
several counties in New Hampshire, the legisla- 
ture of the latter state having declined acting 
upon the subject. The propriety of such a con- 
vention excited much discussion at the time, and 
has since been frequently and severely criticised. 
It is not to be supposed, however, without more 
conclusive evidence than has yet been given, 
that its object was to foster treason and disunion. 
The measures advised by the convention do not 
sustain the probability of such a design. Certain 
lonendments to the constitution were recom-^ 
28 

Digitize^l by VjjOOQIC 



S26 HISTOKT OF MA^ACHXrSETTS. [1815* 

XQend^, and Congress was requested to consent 
to an arrangement by which the several states 
i^resented in the oonrention might separately 
et in concert astsnme the defence of their torri- 
tory at the national expense. Subsequent to 
l&e peace, congress acted upon this request so 
Hmt as to pass a bill providing for the defence ci 
the respective states in the mann^ already de- 
i^gnated. 

The British being stiU in possession of Casting) 
it was proposed to Governor Strong by the se- 
cretary of war, that five thousand of the Ma^sa* 
chusetts 1»*oops should be called out to assist th« 
federal government in an attempt at its recap* 
tore. This the governor declined doing, stating 
as his reason, that the attempt must fail wither 
the co-operation of an effective naval force. 

The winter of 1814-16 was a period of great 
distress and anxiety to the people of Massacira* 
setts. They had become impovmshed by the 
long suspension of commerce and navigation; 
the necessaries of life were held at exorbitant 
prices ; and the prospect of peace was vague and 
imcertain. The finances of the state, too, were 
groatly reduced ; so much so that, in responding 
to a demand for aid from ike federal govern- 
ment, the executive of Massachusetts pleaded 
Ibat the state could not possibly spare any part 
of the littlo she had remaining. Yet the patricit* 
of her citizens generally, notwithstandim 
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the equivocal position in vhich a large majority 
ef them appeared to be placed, cannot well be 
inqtngned; and altbough tbej leaned to the 
. opinion that there were Bectional views in the 
policy which had been adopted with regard to 
tiie war, they did not believe that the udminic^ 
tration would designedly, and without the strong* 
est motives of public interest, encourage ao^ 
measures which were likely to operate injuriously 
Bpon any portion of the confederacy. 

Unexpectedly, on Monday, the 13th of Febru- 
ary, 1815, intelligence reached Boston that a 
treaty of peace had been ratified. The general 
coEurt, then in session, celebrated the joyful tid- 
ings by attending religious service. Throughout 
the city there were no sounds heard but those of 
gladness and satisfaction. Bells were rung, and 
a general holiday proclaimed. In the universal 
(mthusiasm, party differences were forgotten; 
and in the certain prospect of better days, the 
distresses of the people passed from their mindst 

Governor Strong was again elected in 1815 
by a large majority. It may be inferred from 
this, that his course during the war, however 
much censured in other parts of the confederacy, 
was such as met with the approval of those bj 
whom he had been so often confirmed in office. 
By his political opponents, it was asserted that, 
in refusing to call out the militia at a period 
of great national danger, he embarrassed ib/d 
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federal administration and gave additional coil* 
fidence to the enemies of his country* To this 
his friends replied, that he was bound by. his 
oath of office to obey the constitution ; and that 
to call out the militia, except to repel an inya* 
sion of the state, would have been a violation of 
his oath, as well as of the rights of the citizens* 
Others, admitting that the governor was not dis* 
posed to embarrass the national administration, 
disputed the correctness of his opinion* in respect 
to his obligations under the constitution. But 
the doctrine maintained by Governor Strong has 
since been advocated by the legislatures of Vir-» 
ginia, South Carolina, and Georgia, and was one 
which, not having been hastily formed, he ad* 
hered to through life. 

In 1816, Governor Strong was succeeded by 
General John Brooks, a soldier and statesman 
of judgment and experience. The latter con- 
tinued to receive the suffrages of the people for 
•everal successive years, until he declined a re- 
election to office in 1823. His conduct in the 
chief magistracy being characterized by dignity,* 
honesty, and energy, was acceptable to the great 
body of his fellow-citizens, without distinction 
of party. 

In November, 1816, the legislature appointed 
presidential electors of the federal party, who 
cast their votes for Rufus King, of New York, 
for president, and for John E. Howard, of Mary* 
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land, for vice-president ; but James Monroe, of 
Virginia, was chosen to the chief magistracy by 
a very large majority. 

In the course of the same year, petitions were 
{Mresented to the legislature from a number of 
towns in the district of Maine, in favour of 
forming an independent state out of that portion 
of Massachusetts. When the question was sub- 
mitted to the people, the votes in favour of the 
measure were not sufficiently numerous to induce 
the legislature to sanction it at that time. In 
1819, the question of separation was again 
agitated. The general court was led to give its 
consent on certain conditions relating to publio 
lands, and also with the proviso that the majority 
of the citizens of Maine in favour of an independ- 
ent government should not be less than fifteen 
hundred. This majority was obtained, and con- 
gress haviug given its consent, Maine became a 
separate member of the confederacy in the year 
1820. 

The constitution of Massachusetts was now 
forty years old. The separation from Maine» 
and various other causes, rendered certain altera- 
tions in that instrument both appropriate and 
necessary. In 1820, the legislature submitted 
the question to the people, who decided in favour 
of calling a convention. That body accordingly • 
met at Boston in November of the same year. 
It consbted of about five hundred members, 

28* 
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among whom were some of the ablest and most 
experienced citizens of the state* The venerable 
ex-president, John Adams, was called to the 
chair, but excused himself on account of his age 
and physical infirmities. Chief Justice Parker 
was then chosen. The session continued for 
about seven weeks, during which several amend- 
ments to the constitution were passed, with the 
view of submitting them to the people for their 
sanction or rejection. Of the fourteen articles 
thus submitted, nine were approved by the popu- 
lar voice. 

In 1820, the electors for president and vicer 
president of the United States were chosen by 
the citizens of Massachusetts in. districts. The 
electors all voted for Mr. Monroe, the only pro- 
minent candidate before the people* The old 
party grounds had been abandoned, and new 
men and new measures were agitating 4;he popu- 
lar mind, preparatory to that later organization 
of adverse political opinions which resulted in 
the formation of the two parties respectivisly 
known as Whigs and Democrats* 



THE END, 
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One Tolome, 18mo. 



SENECA'S MORALS. 

ST. WAT OF ABSTRACT TO WHICH IS ADDED, A DISOOTIBSI 
UNDER THE TITLE OF AN AFTER-THOUaHT. 

BY SIR ROGER UESTRANGE, KNT. ' 

A new and fine edition; one volume, 18mo. 

A oofj of this TalnaUe Utile work should be found in erery ftmfly tt> 
heuj. 



Bennetf s (Rev. John) Letters to a Young Lady, 

C/X A YAKIETT OF SUBJECTS CALCULATED TO mPROYB THU 
HEART, TO FORM THE MANNERS, AND ENLIGHTEN 

THE UNDERSTANDING. * ' 
"That onr daughtexa maj be ai polished oomen of the temple. 



THE AMERICAN CHESTERFIELD: 

Ml, "YOUTH'S GUIDE TO THE WAY TO WEALTH, HONOUR, AMD 
DISTINCTION," fta 

In one volume, 18mo. 
ooiriAomra aim a (xhousti tbxatx8i oir thi abt of oabtim. 

NEW SONG'BOOK. 

(0ngg'2 Imttjnfm unit WtAtm iBHgstfr ; 

WinXQ A CHOICE COLLECTION OF THE MOST FASHIONABLI 

SONGS, MANY OF WHICH ARE ORIGINAL. 

In one Tolnma^ ISao. 
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M UraVeOTT, IRAMW & CO.*t roBUOIWNl 

QR, PRACTICAL HINTS FROM A FATH^ TO HIS DAUfiHTER. 
In out volume, ISnto. 

m un m opinions of tristram smnby. gsntlmn 

o oMF Bum w THi HuxoBooff AsviRTimn or 

UNCLE TOBY AN« CORPORAL TRIM. 

B«MittAairIUiMtvi»teSlb9rP«cler» Ittltohcik 

A SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY. 

87 Z.. 81*BBira. 

XLLUSTSATBD A8 ABOYB BT DAftLBY. STT^HED. 

The leantiai of this author are m well known, and hiB errprs in ftjto 
Md expression so tew and ftir between, that one reads with renewed dd^ 
ys ddicate turns, ito. 

ROBOTHAM'9 POCKET FRENCH DtCTIOttARY. 

GARBFULLY REVISED, 
JUID THE PRONUNCIATION OF ALL THE DXPHCULT WORDS ADDED 

THE YOUNG CHORISTER; 

▲ (Mleotioa of V9W tnd Beautiful Tunes, adapted to the QS»of Sahbatiki 

Schools, from some of the most distinguished oomposen^ tpr 

gether with many of the author?s compositions. 

EDITED RY MiNARQ W. WILSON. ^ 

THB GRBBS EZZKBi 

X A NarratiYe of the Captirity and Escape of Gllristoplionis Plato Castaoi^ 

# VimmH VBM KASBACRK ON TEZ ISLANO OF BdO BT TBI fUBS& 

TOGETHER WITH VARIOUS ADVENTURES IN GREECE AND AWIE|(|C|4% 

WRITTEN BT HIAIgELSL 

OMTpbuBi^ 12bk>. 
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UmNCOTT, GRAMBO h CO.^S PUBLICATIONS. V 

APPLES OF GOLD. 

(From Fenelon.) 

82mo., CLOTH, OILT. PRIGS 13 GENTS. 

\ LIFE OF PAUL JONES. 

* In on$ volume^ 12mo. 

WITH ONE HUNDRED ILLUSTRATIONS 
BT JAMBS HAMILTON. 

THE LIFE OF GENERAL JACKSON, 

WITH A LIKENESS OF THE OLD HERO. 
In one Tolnme, 18mo. 

LIFE OF GENERAL ZACHARY TAYLOR, 

OOBIPRISINa A NARRATIVE OF EVENTS CONNECTED WITH HtS 
PROFESSIONAL CAREER, AND AUTHENTIC INCI- 
DENTS OF HIS EARLY YEARS. 

BY J. REESE FRY AND R. T. CONRAD. 

With an origiiial and accurate Portrait, and Eleren Elegant Illnitratton% 

hy Darley. 

In one handsome 12mo volume. 

GENERAL TAYLOR AND HIS STAFF: 

Oomprlring Memoirs of Generals Tajlor, Worth, Wool, and Bntler; Golonalf 

May, Cross, Clay, Hardin, Yell, Hays, and other distinguished 

Oflloers attached to General Taylor's Army. 

nmBSPESSKD KITH 

NUMEROUS ANEODO^S OF THE MEZIOAN WAR, 

AKD PKBSONAL ADVENTURES Of THE OFFICERS. 

Compiled firom Public Documents and Private Correspondence. 

WITH ACCURATE PORTRAITS AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIOIIS. 

In one volume, 12mo. 
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U UmRCOTT, eilAMBO & Cd.*S PUSUeATIONS. 

^ntial Irntt nul ^h i>HtU 

Ookprising Memoirs of OeneraJs Soott, Twiggs, Smith, Quitman, SfhieU^ 

Pillow, Lane, Cadwallader, Patterson, and Pierce; Colonels Childly 

&U«7, Harney, and Butler; and other distingnished 

Officers attached to General Scott's Army. 



Kotioas of General Kearney, Col. Doniphan, Colonel Fremont, and othav 

Officers distinguished in the Conquest of CaHfbmla and New Mezko; 

and Personal Ad^mntures of the Officers. Comp9«l. flmm 

Publlo Pooumeots and Private Corr^spQudAnoo. 

WITH 

ACCURATE PORTRAITS AND OTHER BEAUTfFUt ILUfSTftATIONS. 
In one vohtme, 12mo. 

THE LEGISLATIVE GUIDE: 

Oontainhifl; directions ibr oondadtng business in the House of l^presentai 
tiTes; the Senate of the United States; the Joint Rules of boith Houses; 
a StTuc^Is of JeSersop's Manual, and eopioivi Indices; together 
with a condse syston of Rules of Order, baaed on the Begulft* 
tions of the United States Congress. Designed to economise 
time, secure uniformity and despatch in conducting 
business in all secular meetings, and also in all re- 
ligious, political, asd Legislative AssembHes. 

BY JOSEPH BARTLETT BURLEIGH, LL.D. 

In one volame, 12mo. 

This is considered by our Judges and Congressmen as decidedly the boel 
work of the l(ind eztfuit, Every young man in the country should hav« • 
sopy of t^iis book. 
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THE FAMILY DENTIST, 

nrCLUDING THE 8X7RGICAL, MEDICAL, AND MECHANICAL TRSAIfr 
BfSNT OF THE TEETH. 

miutrated ^vitb Tblrty*one Bni^rawiniffl* 

BT OHARLES A. DU BOUOHET, M. D., 

l>lIf*AL IVESlOir. 

In on$ 9olum9, ISmo. 
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uMweon, thtMMa » co.<s pubucations. ». 

nSBCBANXCS 

FOR THE MILLWRIGHT, ENGINEER, AND MACHINIST, 
CIVIL ENGINEER AND ARCHITECT: 

OONTAmiNO 

THE PRINCIPLES OF MECHANICS APPLIED TO MACHINERY 

or Amerioan Mddffla, Steato-BoglnM, Watei^Workfl, NaTigation, Biidg*> 
building, Ac^ Ac « 

BT FREDERZOK OVERMAN, 

AOtHOB or **fBM lIAlllVAqtUU OP JMOS,** AJTO 0S9SB 8CI£imnO 1 

Illnitrated bjr 150 Bn^ravlngi* 

In one large 12mo. Tolume. 



CALIFORNIA AND OREGON: 

Or, Sights in the Gold Region, and Scenes by the Way. 

B7 THSOPOEE T. JOHNSON. 

WITH A MAP AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 

THIRD I^OITiON, WITH AN APPENDIX, 

Ckmtalnlng Full Infftructioiu to Emigrants by the Orerland Route to 

Oregon. 

BT HON. SAMUEL R. THURSTON, 

Ddegate te CongVMa tnm that Tenitonr. 



.^ 



WILD WESTERN SCENES: 

A NARRATIVE OF ADVENTURES IN THE WESTERN WILDERNESS. j^ 

Ifherein the ExpMta of Daniel Boone, the Great American Pioneer, an 

partioolarly deseribed. Also, Minute Aooounts of Bear, Deer, and 

BufCnlo Hunts; Desperate Oonfliots with the Savages; Fialk* 

tng and Fowling AdT^turee; Bnoounters with 

Serpents, Ac, Ae. 

BY LUKE SHORTFIELD, 

Author of <<The Western Merchant" 

WITH SIZTIIN BBAUTITUL ILLUSTBATIOMt* 

][^ one To^wnei 12mo. 
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UPFINCOn, GRAMBO & C0.*8 PVBUOATIONS. 

POEMS OF THE PLEASURES: 



or 

THl PLEASUBES OF IMAGINATION, hj AketuM»\ THE PLEASURBI 
Of MEMORY, hy Samuel Bogen; THE PLEASITBES 01 
HOPE, 17 CampbeU; and THE PLEASURES OP 
^ FRIENDSHIP, Ij M'Hemy. 

WITH A MEMOIR OF EACH AUTHOR, 

Prepared expresslj for this Work. f 
One Tolome, 18mo. 



TERES VOLUMES OF THE LONDON EDITION COMPLETE IN ONE 
VOLUME, 12mo. , 

A new norel, eqnal to << Jane Ejre." 



SM<^M/«MM/^^«^W«A««M«V«A^«AM/V«/VVS/S>S^«««^<WW« 



ARTHUR'S LIBRARY FOR THE HOUSEHOLD. 

Im TirelTe handeome 18mo. volmnee, bound in aearlet Gloth,.and ea«b irotk 
complete in ttMl£ 

1. WOMEN'S TRIALS; OR, TALES AND SKETCHES FROM THE LETS 

AROUND US. 
S. MARRIED LIFE; ITS SHADOWS AND SUNSHINE, 
a. THE TWO WIVES; OR, LOST AND WON. 
4. THE WATS OF PROVIDENCE; OR, .*'HE DOETH ALL THINQ0 

WELL.** 
ft. HOME SCENES, 
e. STORIES FOR TOUNG HOUSEKEEPERS. 

7. LESSONS IN LIFE, FOR ALL WHO WILL READ THEM. 

8. SEED-TIME AND HARVEST; OR, WHATSOEVER A MAN SOWXXH 

THAT ^ALL HE AI^ REAP. 

9. STORIES FOR PARENTS. 

10. OFF-HAND SKETCHES, A LITTLE DASHED WITH HUMOR. 

U. ^ORDS FOR THE WISE. 

12. THE TRIED AND THE TEMPTED. 

The al)OTe Series are sold together or separateu as eadi work ii c w M a h ii 
In iteell No fiunily sHouId be without a oopj of this interesting and l» 
•traetlTe Series. Price Thlrty-seTen and a Half Cents per Volnme. 
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tfflWCOTT, CRAWtO & C0»8 WBH0Ayteii». ft 

BALDWIN'S PRONOUNCI|?(J GAZBTTBBB. 

A PRONOUNCING GAZETTEER: 

Oontalning Topographical, Statistical, and other Informatioxft, of 

the more importaat Places in the known World, 

£rom the most recent and authentic 

Sources. 

BT THOHAS BALDWIN, 

MiuUcl bif tevetal atker G^nUemen^ 

So wUeb is added ap APPBNDIX, containing more than 1XN THOUSAND 

ADDITIONAL NAMES, chiefly of the small Towns and Vitlages, Acn 

of the United States and of Mexico. 

NINTH EDITION, WITH A &UPFI.EMSNT, 

Cttrlng the Pronunciation of near two thousand names, hesides tiiOM fmh 

nounoed in the Original Work : Forming in itself a Oomplete Yo- 

cal;>ular7 of Geographioikl Pronuaoi^t^ui. 

ONB YOLUMB 12mO. — PRIOB, $1 50. 



FIBLD'S SCRAP BOOK— Nbw EDvnov. 

Jitwflq Dili 31li8«UfliiMira Irrflji Sunt 

OonriatiDg of Tales and Anecdotes— Biographical, EOstorioal, Moral, BtUgkni% 
and Sentimental Pieoee, in Prose and PoetKj:. 

COMPUEO W WM« FtELQS. 

8BC0ND EDITION, RBVISBD AND IMPROVED. 

In one handMOM 9t». Tolume. Prlee, $2 00. 

AUNT PHILUS'S CABIN; 

OR, SOUTHERN LIFE AS IT IS. 
BT MRS. MART H. EASTMAN. 

PRICE, 50 AND 7S CENTS. 

' This ▼oinme presents a picture of Sonthem Life, taken atdiflferent points of view 
from the one oocapied by the authoress of "Dnclt Tan's Cabin.'* The writer, being |i 
native of the Sooth, is fttmiliar with the many varied aspects assumed bjr domestk 
•ervitude in that sunny mfiott, and therefore feeis competeat to give pictures of 
"Southern Life, as it is.*» 

Pledged to no clique or partf , and free fifom the pressure of any and ali eztraneooi 
k^uences, she has written her book with a view to its truthftilness : and the publis 
at tiie North, as well m at the South, will find in " Aunt Phillis's Csbui" not the di»> 
lertsd pkstore of an interested painter, bat the ftithfal tnuiscript of a D^pienreocfy^ 
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■ UPPINCOn, GRAMBO 4 CB.'S PUBUCATIONS. 

THE CONFESSIONS OF A HOUSEKEEPER. 

BT MRS. JOHN SMITH. 

WITH THIRTXXN HUMOROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 

QmToIium 121110. ' Piiee 60 Genti. 



THE HUMAN BODY AND ITS CONNEXION WITH MAN. 

ILLUSTRATED BY THE PRINCIPAL ORGANS. 
BY JAMBS JOHN GARTH WILKINSON. 

Member of the Royal CoUefo of Surf eone of Enf land. 
IH OKX YOLUMS 12M0. — PRICK, $1 25. 



WHEELER'S HISTORY OP NORTH CAROLINA. 
ACstotCcal 5&l;etcj^e8 

OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

From 1584 to 1851. 

from Original Reoords, Of&dal Documents, and TradHloBal OU>a 
Muta ; with Biographical Sketches of her Dirtingnished St«tM> 
men, Jurists, Lawyers, Soldiers, Diyines, Aa 

BY JOHN H. WHEELER, 

Late Treararer of the State. 
IN ONB YOLUMB OOTAYO.— PBIOB, |2 OQl 



THE NORTH CAROLINA READER; 

OORTAININO A HISTORT AND DBSGRIPTION OF NORTH CAROLINA^ 

SBLBOnONS IN PROSE AND YERSB, (MANY OF THEM BT 

BMINBNT CITIZENS OF THE STATE), HISTORICAL 

AND CHRONOLOGICAL TABLES, 

And a Variety of Miscellaneoua Information and StatlstLCS. 

BY C. H. WILEY. 

''My own green land for ererl 
Land of the beautinil and hraye— 
The freeman's home— the martyr's graTe.** 

Mkuiraied wHk Engraving; and designed for Familiee and Sekooltm 

One YoluiM Iflmo. Price |1jOO. 
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lIPPUiCOTT, 6AARI60 ft CO.'S PUBUCATIONS. M 

TfflRTT YEARS WITH THE INDIAN TRIBSa 

PERSONAL MEMOIRS OF A 

Emimi nf €liirtt[ ^mi mitji t|n Mm €ribt« 

<» THB AMERICAN FBONTIKRSt 

Wi^ brie/ NoHccb of paating Eventt, Facta, and Op%«i9ii$» 

A. D. 1812 TO A. D. 1842. 

BY HBNRY R. SCHOOLCRAFT. 

One large 8to. Yolnme. Price $S 00. 



THE SCALP HUNTERSj 

OB, 

ROMANTIC ADVENTURES IN NORTHERN MEXICa 

BY CAPTAIN MAYNE REID, 

Avtborof b«*«mifl« Rangers." 
COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME. PRICE FIFTY CENTS. 



BOARDMAN'S BIBLE IN THE FAMILY. 

€^t 3Jiklt in tjrt /irailii: 

OR, HINTS ON DOMESTIC HAPPINESS 

BY H. A. BOARDMAN. 

FASVOft or THB TXRTn PBKSBTTERIAir CHURCH, PHn^APtPHIA. 

One YoliuM 12mo.— Price One Dollar. 



THE REGICIDE'S DAUGHTER: 

61 Sale 9t ttoo WoxVUb. 
BY W. H CARPENTER, 

AVtBOB OV " OLAIB0BHB THX BBBBL/' " JOHH THB BOLD," kO^ Mk 

One Yolnme ISno. Price lUriTHwren and a Half OcBti. 
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M WPtHCOn, 6RAMB0 & CO.'S PUBUCATIOftS. 

8f lefiiid fflostratei Boob, snitaUe for Gifts k fte Misji 
4bjii Sris: %u dDtigraal ^Hitittiar for mn| ^Bt 

EDITED BY PROF. JOHN S. HART, 
inni TWiLTB SPLiiiiDiB iLLVimrAiioirs, ALUFBox OBMixAL DMicnm. 



THE DEW-DROP: A TRIBUTE OF AFFECTION. 

WITH HUH 8TKEL BHGRAYINOS. 



61MS FBOM THE SACRED MINE. 

WITH TXN STBHL PI.ATKS AHD ILLTTXINATIOirS. 



THE POET'S OFFERING. 

WITH FOTTHTKHN STKHL PLATK8 AVD ILLVXINATIONS. 



THE STANDARD EDITIONS OF THE POETS. 

WITH QiLirftTBATDIMrS. 

LORD AND LADY HARCOURT: 

OR, COUNTRY HOSPITALITIES. 

BT OAIHARINB SINCLAIB, 
Avtboor or « Jane Boartrie," «Th6 BnsineM oi JMt,» «Mod8ra Awofli* 

One FolwiM 12mo. PWm &0 mmI*^ foper; eloth,fin€, 75 Miilib 



ON ROLLERS. 

SIZB TWO AND A HALF B¥ THREE FEET. 

Amnwimaip of fhe United States, mom whieh tan (Mfaieated its yast wMks«l 

latemal CommunicatioB, Routee across the (bntineiit, Ac;, 

showing also OsAada tusd fhe Island of Caba, 

BY W. WILLIAMS. 

•Us Map k handsoBMly colored aad Boanted on f^Iers^ and irffi bofasnsd 
a keantifta Ind nseftil ornament to the GonBtSng-Hovse and Parlor, as wsH 
M the SdiMMtotta. Pries Two Bottats^ 
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UPPINCOTT, GBAMBO t CO.'S PUBUCATIONS. « 

$CHOOLCRAFTS GREAT NATIONAL WORK 

ON THl 

Inbian ^xlhts of \^t EnitA Itates. 

PART SECOND— QUARTO. . 
WITH EIGHTY BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS ON STEEL, 
Bagrayed In the lint stjle of the art, from Drawings bj Capt Eastman, U.SJL 
PRICE, FIFTEEN DOLLARS. 



COCKBURN'S L IFE OF LORD JEFFREY. 
LIFE OF LORD JEFFREY, 

iriTH 
4 SELECTION FROM HIS 0ORRESPOND£N0E| 

BY LORD COCKBURN, 

One of the Judges of the Court of Sessions in Scotland. 
2vols.]2ma Price, |2 5a 



ROMANCE OF NATURAL HISTORY; 
OR, WILD SCENES AND WILD HUNTERS. 

WITH NTJM1B0U8 ILLUSTRATIONS, ONE VOLUME OCX AYO, CLOm 
BY C. W. WEBBER, 

Autbor of * Old Hicks the Gaide,** " Shot in the Eye," &c 
PRICE, TWO DOLLARa 



THE LIFE OF WILLIAM PENN, 

WITH 

•ELECTIONS FROM HIS CORRESPONDENCE AND AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

BY SAMUEL M. JANNEY. 

Seeoad Edition, Revised. Price, Two Dollan. 
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M LIPPiNCBTT, GRAM30 & CO<>S PUBLICATIONS. 

LIPPINCOTT'S 

CABINET HISTORIES OF THE STATES, 

OOXmSTINO OF A BSRIES OF 

€a]mi %\^mm iif all tjir §k\n of tjit ^raa, 

TO EMBRACE A YOLUME FOR EACH STATE. 



W« have m far oompleted all onr arraogements, as to be able to inae the wbote 
•aries in the liiortent possible time conaisteat with its careful literary productimk. 
SEVERAL VOLUMES AKE NOW READY FOR SALE. The talented anthon 
who have engaged to write these Histories, are no strangers in the Uterary world. 

"lliese must tastefully printed and bound volumes form the first instalment of a 
■eries of Stai-e Histories, which, without superseding the bulkier and more expensiv* 
works uf the same character, may enter household channels from which the others 
would be excluded by their cost and magnitude.** 

** In ronciseness, clearness, skill of arrangement, and graphic Interest, th^ are a 
■KM* excellent earnest of those to come. They are eminently adapted both to into- 
rest and instruct, and should have a place in the family library of every Ajnerican.* 
'-N. Y. Courier and Enquirer. 



New Themes for the Protestant Clergy; 

CREEDS WITHOUT CHARITY, THEOLOGY WITHOUT HUMANITY, AND 
PROTESTANTISM WITHOUT CHRISTIANITY i 

With Notes by the Editor on the Lfterfttnre of Charity, Populntion, P«opt» 
ism, Political Economy, and Protestantism. 

PRICE, ONE DOLLAR. 



SIMPSON'S MILITARY JOURNAL. 



JOURNAL OF A MILITARY RECONNOISSANCE FROM SANTA FE 
NEW MEXICO, TO THE NAVAJO COUNTRY, 

BY JAMES H. SIMPSON, A. M., 

rptST LIEUTENANT CORPS OF TOPOGRAPHICAL EN6INEEBS. 

WITH 76 COLOURED ILLUSTRATIONSL 

Ube TolDiuff, octava Price, Three Dollars. 
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IIPPIN60TT, eRAMBO & CO.'S PUBLICATIONS. « 

TALES OF THE SOUTHERN BORDER. 

BY C. W. WEBBER. 

ONE VOLUMip OCTAVO, HANDSOMELY ILLUSTRATED. 

The Hunter Naturalist, a Romance of Sporting; 

OR, WILD $CENES AND WILD HUNTERS. 

BY C. W. WEBBER, 

Author of " Shot In the Eye," " Old Hicks the Guicle." " Gold Mines of the 6ila,'*^B» 
ONE VOLUME, ROYAL OCTAVO. 

KLUSTRATED WITH FORTY BEAUTIFUL ENGRAVINGS, 

FROM ORIGINAL DRAWINGS, MANY OF WHICH ARE COLORED. 
Price, Five Dollars. 

Ni gh¥sTFI^Iock^¥o^ 

OR, SKETCHES OF BORDER LIFE, 

fknbracin? Adventnres iMong the Indians, Feats of the Wild Hunters, and ExnhMtf 

of Booue, Brady, Kenton, Whetzel. Fieehart, and other Botler Heroes of the West 

BT HENRT 0. V7ATS0N, 

Author of " Camp-Fires of the Revolution." 

WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 

One volume, 8vo. Price, $2 00. 



HAMILTON, THE YOUNG ARTIST. 

BY AUGUSTA BROWNE. 

WITH AN ESSAY ON SCULPTURE AND PAINTING, BY H. 0. BROWKi!. 

1 voL ISmo. Price, 37 1-2 cents. 

SIMON KENTON: OR, THE SCOUfS REVENGE. 

AN HISTORICAL ROMANCE. 

BY JAMES WEIR. 

ninitrated, dotli, 76 oenta. Paiwr, SO eente. 



MARIE DE BERNIERE, THE MAROON, 
AND OTHER TALES. 

BY W. OILMOBB SIMMS. 
1 ToL 12ino., doth. Price $1 25. 
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m UPPmCOTT, GRAMBO fc CO.'S PUBUCATiOtlS. 

A NEW AND COMPLETE 

GAZEHEER OF THE UNITED STATES. 

H will Anmlsh the fullest and moet receot information retpeotinf the Geograpky 

Stotietice, and present state of improvement, of ereiy part of this 

great Republic, particularly of 

TEXAS, CALIFORNIA, OREGON, NEW MEXICO, 

*& TIm wmt will be isroed as soon as the complete official returns of the prasenft 

CeasOs are received. 



THE ABOYE WORK WILL BE FOLLOWED BY 

A UNIVERSAL GAZETTEER, 

OR GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. 

of the most complete and comprehensive character. It will be compQed firom tht 
best English, French, and German authtnities. and will be published the M om e nt 
that the returns of the present census of Europe can be obtained. 

OF UTAH, 

THEIR DOMESTIC POLITY AND THEOLOGY, 

B7 J. w. oumnson, 

U. 8. CORPS TOPOGKAPEICAL BNOINKBBS. 
WITH ILLUSTRATIONS, IN ONE YOLiniB I>BMI^)0IATO: 

REPORT OF A GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF WISCONSIN, 
IOWA, AND MINNESOTA, 

AND INCIDENTALLY OF A PORTION OF NEBRASKA TERRITORY, 
MADE DNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE U. S. TREASURY DEPARTITT 

BV DAVID DAZ.B OWBK, 

United States' Geologist 

WITH OVER 100 ILLUSTRATIONS ON STEEL AND WOOD. 

TWO VOLUMES, QUABTO. PBIOB |10 00. 

MERCHANTS' MEMORANDUM BOOK, 

WITH LISTS OF ALL GOODS PURCHASED BY COUNTRYXERCHANTS, Aa 
One volume, 18ma, Leather cover. Price, SO oeba. 



dbyGoOgk 



UPPINCOTT, GRAMBO ft CO.'S PUBLICATIONS. » 

THE ABBOTSFORD EDITION 

OP 

Printed upon fine white Paper, with new and heautiful Type, 

FROM THE LAST ENGLISH EDITION, ^ 

KMBBACmO 

THE AUTHOR'S LATEST CORRECTIONS, NOTES, ETC., 

Complete in 12 yolnmes, draninx^TO, neatly bound in doth, 

WBl^ SllustcatCons, 
FOR ONLY TWELVE DOLLARS, 

COMTAINIKO 

WAVERLBT, or Tis Sixty Teara Since...THE FORTUNES OP NIOEL. 

GUY MANNERING PKVERIL OP THE PEAK. 

THE ANTIQUARY QUENTIN DURWARD. 

IH& BLACK DWARF ST. RONAN'S WELL. 

OLD MORTALITY ^ REDGAUNTLET. 

BOB ROY THE BETROTHED. 

THE HEART OF MID-LOTinAN THE TALISMAN. 

THE BRIDE OF LAMMERMOOR. WOODSTOCK. 

A LEGEND OF MONTROSE THE HIGHLAND WIDOW, fte. 

lYANHOE THE FAIR MAID OF PERTH. 

THE MONASTERY ANNE OF GEIERSTEIN. 

THE ABBOT COUNT ROBERT OP PARIS. 

KHNILWORTH .'. CASTLE DANGEROUS. 

THE PIRATE SURGEON'S DAUGHTER, A0. 

Any of the aboye Noyela sold, in Paper Goyen, at Fifty Centfl each. 



ALSO, 

THE SAME EDITION 

OF 

THE WAVERLEY NOVELS, 

In Twelve Volumes, Royal Octavo, on Superfine Paper, with 

THREE HUKDRED CHARACTERISTIC AND BEAiJTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

ELEGANTLY BOUND IN CLOTH, GILT. 
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ao LIPPINCOTT, GRAMBO & CO.*S PUBLICATIONS. 

FROST'S JUVENILE SERIE S 7 

TWXLYE TOLUMES, 16iiio^ WITH FIVE HUin>RBD BNGRAYIMCHl 

WALTER O'NEILL, OR THE PLEASURE OF HOJNa OOOB. 

25 BngntTings. 
JUNKER SOHOTT, and other Storios. EngniTingfl. 
THE LADY OF THE LURLEI, and other Stories. 12 Sng^Tingp. 
ELLEN'S BIRTHDAY, and other Stories. 20 Engrayings. 
HERMAN, and other Stories. 9 Enfrarings. 

para TREGEWALL'S daughter, and other Stories. 16 Bngz'k. 
THE DROWNED BOY, and other Stories. EngraTings. 
THE FIOTORIAL RHYME-BOOK. 122 Engravings. 
THE FIOTORIAL NURSERY BOOK. 117 EngraTings. 
THE GOOD OHILD'S REWARD. 115 Engravings. 
ALPHABET OF QUADRUPEDS. 26 Engravings. 
ALPHABET OF BIRDS. 26 Engravings. 

PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS EACH. 
The above popalar and attractiTe whes of New JaTeniles for the Tooar, ■■# 
void together or separately. 

THE MILLINER AND THE MILLIONAIRE. 

BY MRS. REBEOOA HI0K8, 
(Of Yiisinia,) Author of •* The LsdyKUler,''&e. ItoI. 12ma Prioe.371-2c 



STANSBURY'S 
EXPEDITION TO THEGREAT SALT LAKE. 

AN EXPLORATION 
OF THE VALLEY OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE 

OF UTAH, 

CONTAINING ITS GEOORAPHT, NATURAL HISTORY, MINBRALOr 

GICAL RESOURCES, ANALYSIS OF ITS WATERS^ AND 

AN AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT OF 

THE MORMON SETTLEMENT. 

Also, A Reoonnoiflsance of a New Route through the Rocky Moantainii 

with Seyentf Beantiftd ninstrations, from drawings taken mi Hm 

spot, and two large and accurate Haps of that region. 

BV HOWAHD STAirSBIFAVy 

Captain Topographical Engineers. 2 Tcds. fojal oetefo. IMw$IOQ^ 
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UPPINCOTT, GRAMBO & CO.'S FUBIICATIONS. « 

' ARTHUR'S 

Jim %Mmk %\kiix^. 

BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED. 

t. WHO IS aREATEST? and other Stories. 

2. WHO ARE HAPPIEST? and other Stories. 

3. THE POOR WOOD-OX7TTER| and other Stories. 

4. MAOQY'S BABY, and other Stories. 

6. MR. HAVEN'T-aOT-TIME AND MR. DON'T-BE-DT-A- 
HURRY. 

6. THE PEACEMAKERS. 

7. XTNOLE BEN'S NEW-YEAR'S GIFT, and other Stoiiit. 

8. THE WOUNDED BOY, and other Stories. 

9. THE LOST CHILDREN, and other Stories. 
10. OUR HARRY, and other Poems and Stories. 
U. THE LAST PENNY, and other Stories. 

12. PIERRE, THE ORGAN BOY, and other Stories. 

BACH VOLUME IS ILLUSTRATED WITH 

ENGRAVINGS FROM ORIGINAL DESIGNS BY CROOME, 

And are sold together or s^arately. 



•LIBRARY EDITION OF SJIAKSPEARE. 

(LARGE TYPE.) 

THE DRAMATIC WORKS OF WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE, 

WITH A LIFE OP THE POET, 

▲HD HOTBS ORIOINAL AND 8BLBCTED, TOOBTHEB WITH 
A COPIOUS GLOSSABT. 

4 VOLUMES OCTAYO. WITH ILLUSTRATIONS. 

STTLB8 OV BINDINO: 

Cloth, extra $6 00 

. library ityle ., 7 00 

Half-Turkey moroeoo .....; i.. 9 00 

Half-calf and Turkey, antique style 12 00 

Full ealf and Turkey, an^ue Btyle ......~.... 16 00 
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n UPflNCOTT, 6RAMB0 & CO.'S PUBUCATIONS. 

GRIMSHAW^S 
Ladies' Lexicon and Parlour Companion: 

OONTAININO 

NEARLY EVERY WORD IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

AND SXHIBITIMa THE PLURALS OF NOUNS AND THE PABTIGIPIXS 
OF VERBS. 

BY WILLIAM GRIMSHAW, ESQ. 
One Tolame, 18mo. Price 50 cts. 



THE COLUMBIAN ORATOR, 

CONTAJKINQ 

A VAMETT OP ORIGINAL AND SELECTED PIECES. 

tOOETHER WITH 

BULES CALCULATED TO IMPROVE YOUTH AND OTHERS IN THl 

ORNAMENTAL AND USEFUL ART OF ELOQUENCE. 

BY CALEB BINGHAM, A.M., 

Author of "The American Preceptor.** 

A NEW AND REVISED EDITION. 

One ToL l2mo. Price 60 cents. 

A POPULAK NOVEL. 

LYNDE WEISS. a¥~AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

BY GEO. H. THROOP, 

Author of" Nag»8 Head," "Bertie," Ac. Ac 

PRICE, PAPER, FIFTY CENTS. CLOTH, SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS. 

PERSONAL MEMOIRS of DANIEL WEBSTER. 

OCTAVO, STITCHED. PRICE IS CENTS. 



HEMANS' POETICAL WORKS. 

COMPLETE IK ONE VOLUME, I2mO. 
PRICE, CLOTH, 75 CENTS. EXTRA GILT EDQES,!! 25. 
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LIPPINCOn, GRAMBO ft C0.<8 PUBLICATIONS, 81 

€^t Stttttit jgfltittfllist; a %mmt af ^^arting; 

OR. WILD SCENES AND WILD HUNTERS. 

BT O. W. WEBBER, 

Aaihor of «Sbot in the £76," <*01d Hicks the Guide," «GoId MinM 
oftheGila^^Ac 

ONE VOLUME, ROYAL OCTAVO. 

lUUSTRATEO WITH FORTY BEAUTIFUL ENGRAVINGS, RROM ORIGINAL 

DRAWINGS, MANY OF WHICH ARE COLOURED. 

P&IGB nVS DOLLARS. 



A REVIEW 

OF 

•NEW THEMES FOR THE PROTESTANT CLERGY." 

ONB VOLUMB 12mo. 
Prioe, paper, 2S oenti. Cloth, 60 cents. 



.THE BIBLE IN THE COUNTING-HOUSE- 

WrM.IL. BOABDBSAlTy BiD., 

AUTHOR OF "THB BIBLB IN THB VAMILT." 

One ToL 12mo^ doth. Prioe One Dollar. 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A NEW CHURCHMAN. 

BY JOHN A. LITTLE. 

ONE VOLUME 12mo. PRICE 76 CENTS. 



MILTOFS WOBKS-NEW AND COMPLETE EDITION. 

3&iltun^0 ^oftttal fffurka, 

WITH A LIFE, DISSERTATION. INDEX, AND NOTESi 

BT PROF. 0. D. CLEVELAND. 
ONB VOLUMB ROTAI. 12mo^ CLOTH. PRICE |1 26. 
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M IIPPINCOTT, GRAMBO & CO.'S PUBLICATIONS. 

UNIFORM AND DRESS 

OF T^B 

ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

WITH OOLOURED ILLUSTRATIONS. 

QUABTO, CLOTH. PRICE WVB DOLLARS. ' 

UNIFORM AND DRESS 

NAVY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

WITH COLOURED I L L U S T R A T I O N Si 

QUARTO, CLOTH. ¥BlCm FITS DOLLARS. 

THE FISCAL HISTORY OF TEXAS: 

niBRAOINa AN ACCOUNT OF ITS RBYENUES, DEBTS, AND CtK 
RENCY, FROM THB COMMENCEMENT OF THE REVO- 
LUTION IN 1834, TO 1861-2, 

WITH REMARKS ON AMERICAN DEBTS. 

BT WM. M. aOITGE, 

Author of** A Short History of Paper Money and Banking in the United Statei.* 

In one toL Sto., cloth. Price $1 50. 

INGERSOLL'S HISTORY of the SECOND WAR: 

k W8TQRY OF THE SECOND WAR BETWEEN THE UWTED STATES 

AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

B¥ OXARLES J. IKaSRSOLL. 

Second series. 2 Tolames, 8vo. Price $4 00. 

These two Tolnmes, which embrace the hostile tnmsaetions between tlie UniNid 
States and Great Britain during the years 1814 and '1-% complete Mr. IngersoU's able 
work on the Second or " Late War/' as it has usually been called. A great deal ot 
mttw and valuable matter has been collected by the author from original sources, and 
ia now first introduced to the pablic 
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Iff PIMCOTT, GfiAMBO & CO.'S PUBilCATIONS. W 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON fiUSlNESSi 

OR, HOW TO GET, SAVE, SPEND, GIVE, LEND, 

AND BEQUEATH MOttEY 

WITH AN INQUIEY INTO THE CHANCES OP SUCCESS AND CAUSES 

OE FAILURE IN BUSINESS. 

BY EDWIN T. FR EEDLY. 

Abo, Prize Essays, Statistics, Miscellanies, and nameroas private letten 
from suecessAil and disttnguiahed businefli raea. 

12mo., doth. Price One Dollar. 

The object of this treatise is foarfold- First, the elevation of the business character, 
and to define clearly the limits within which it is not only proper but obligatory to get 
money. Secondly, to lay down the principles which must be observed to insure aue* 
<toes. and what must be avoided to escape failure. Thirdly, to give the mode of hmf 
nagement in certain prominent pursuits adopted by the most successful, from whiek 
men in all kinds of business may derive protitable hints. Fourthly, to affoiil a work 
•f solid interest to those who read without expectation of pecuniary benefit. 



TRUTHS ILLUSTRATED by GREAT AUTHORS, 

A DXCnONARY OP OVER POUR THOUSAND AIDS TO REELECTION 

—QUOTATIONS OF MAXIMS, METAPHORS, COUNSELS, 

CAUTIONS, APHORISMS, PROVERBS, Ac. Ac, 

IN PROSE AND VERSB; 

COMPILED FROM SHAKSPEARE, AND OTHER GREAT WRITERS, FROM 
• THE EARUEST AGES TO THE PRESENT TIME. 

A new edition, with American additions and revisions. 

ONE VOLUME, CROWN OCTAVO, VARIOUS BINDINGS. 



OR, 

WANDERINGS OF AN AMERICAN IN GT. BRITAIN. 

IN 1851 AND '62. 
BY BENJAMIN M OR AN. 

This Tolnme embodies the observations of the author, made during eight monthrt' 
vanderinKs. as a correspondent for American Journals; and as he travelled maeh 
on foot, differs essentially from those on the same couutnes, hy other writers. Tb« 
hidNts, manners, customs, and condition of the people have been carefully noted, aad 
hh vie^s of them are ipven in clear, bold language. His remarks take a wide range, 
and as he visited every county in England bu» three, there wiU be nrach in the work 
flfn novel and inMroctive character. 

On« ToL 12mo. Price $1 3S. 
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m UPPINCOn, GRAMBO ft. CO.iS PUBLICATIONS. 

HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL FLAG OF THE U. STATES. 

WITH COLOURED ELUSTRATIONS. 

WW •OBlJ'B'ZiB& BAMXIiTOKy 

OAPTAIK BT BRKYKT, V. 8. JU 
One ToL, erown 8fO. Price $1 00. 



^MMA^AMM^ 



ANNA BISHOP'S TRAVELS. 



TRAVELS of ANNA BISHOP in MEXICO (1849), 

WITH TWELVE BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Prio0^ pap«r, 60 oenti. doth, 76 oenta. 



POLITICS FOR AMERICAN CHRISTIANS; 

A WORD UPON OUR EXAMPLE AS A NATIOK, 
OUR LABOUR, Ac 

fOeiTBIB WITH TBI « 

POLITICS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

BT THB AUTHOR OF 

■••inir TEBMSB FOB THB PBOTESTAHT CLKRQT.** 

OmtoL Bra, half doth. Price 50 cents. 



ANCIENT CHRISTIANITY EXEMPLIFIED, 

Im the Prlirate« Domeitle^ Social, and CItU JAf6 of tbm 

PrimlClTe Clurittlaiiit and In the Original fnttt* 

tutionsf Offices, Ordlnancet, and 

Rites at tl&e Church* 

BY REV. LYMAN COLEMANj D.D. 

In ont Tolome 8to. Price #2 60. 
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